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INTRODUCTI O N*¥

the first time that the writer of

these remarks had taken his seat
in that temple of the drama in which
he was destined afterwards to spend so
many delightful evenings, feel the so-
licitation of so many interesting questions
and welcome so many fine impressions,
these last crowned by the conviction that the
Theéatre Frangais was such a school of taste
as was not elsewhere to be found in the
world. The spectator of whom I speak felt
the education of his theatric sense fairly be-
gin on the evening M. Coquelin was revealed
to him in ‘Lions et Renards'—and revealed
in spite of a part of rather limited oppor-
tunity. Many parts since have continued the
revelation, these more important, more
markt for success (Emile Augier's comedy
to which I allude was, not undeservedly, a
failure;) but I have retained in its vividness
my image of the hour, and of all that this

I T was nearly seventeen years ago and

* The subsignce of {hes Emr appeared im (he CENTURY MAGA-
ZINE for fanwary, 1387,



