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PREFACE.

[

Ix the course of writing this little work, it
was thought advisable te write a companicn
work on the subjeet of *fconversing with
case,” that 1s to say, on the art of polite
conversation, or the so-called “small talk ™ of
Society, as In many of the chapters of the
present work it was found necessary to fre-
quently suggest appropriatc remarks to be
made under vartoms circumstances ; and such
remarks have beon oceasionally made in the
various .chapters, but in a cursory manmner
only, as to have gone into the subject more
fully would have rendered this work of too
voluminous a character, besides trenching
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upon its original design, viz., that of being a
book of “rules and reference;” while the
art of polite conversation could but be con-
gidered as a book of wseful hints, suggestions,
and advice, on ““ what to say,” and “how to
say il,"” or how to converse with ease,
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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS.

-.-_',_—.—

Tue title of this work suffciently indieates the
nature of ifs confoat:. “The Usares of Good
Society " relate not only to “good manners™ and to
“good breedins," but also to the proper etiquette fo
be observed on every oceasion or at overy social cvent,

Nof only are cortain rules laid down, and minutely
cxplained, but the most eomprohensive instroclions
are given in cach chapter respeeling overy form or
phase of the subject under dizeussion that it may be
clearly understood, what ¢ dome, and what 13 ned
done, in good society, and also how what ¢ done In
good society should be done. It is precisely this
knowledge that pgives to its possessor the conscious-
ness of fecling thovonghly at case in whatever sphere
he may happen to move, and eanses him to be con-
sidered “ well bred ™ by all with whom he may come
in contact.
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A “golecism ' may be perhaps in itself but a
trifling matter, but in the eyes of socicty at large it
assumes proportions of a magmfied aspeet, and reflects
most disndvantageonsly upon the one by whom it is
commilied ; the dircet inference being, that to commit
a “solecism ™ arpues the offender to be unused to
society, and conscquently not on an equal footing
with if. This society resents, and it is not slow in
making its disapproval felt by ifs demeanour towards
the intruder.

Tact and innate refinement, though of the greatest
assislance to one unused to sociely, do not suffice of
themselves ; and although eounting for much, cannot
supply the want of the actual knowledze of what is
customary in society. Where tact and innate refine-
ment do not exist—and this iz not scldom the ease,
as they arc gifis bestowed wpon the few rather than
upon the many—then a thorough sequaintance with
the social observances in force in good society becomes
more than ever necessary, and especially to those who,
socially speaking, are desirous of making their way in
the world.

Those individuals who have led seeluded or isolated
lives, or who have hitherte moved in other sphercs
than those wherein well-bred people move, will gather



