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To the Public School Teachers of Virginia:

The object of this publication is to place in the hands of
the teachers of Virginia a synopsis of the conditions existing
in the State at the beginning of the war. [t is intended to
answer fully and finally the guestion, Why did Virginia
secede? As the answer to this question, to a certain extenl,
determines the right of Virginians to a place among patriots,
no child should he allowed to grow up without a clear under-
slanding of the 15sues involved.

The quotations include some statements so simple that a
little child may undorstand them, but the Annual is not
intended primarily for the children. It is hopad that the
teachers will find in it material to use in inculcating love of
home and country, and will adapt the contents to the grad:
each teacher is called upon to instruct. The absence of any
adequate text-book has made this effort seem worth while,
and the Annual is the result of the combined wisdom of
Confederate velerans, prolessors of history, and students of
political science.

JOs. D. EGGLESTON, JR.,
Superintendent of Public Instruction



Dixtie Land.

i

I wash I was in de land ob cotton,
Old Hmes dor am nol forgollen,
Look away! look awoey! look amway! Dixie Land.
In Dixie Land whar I was born in—
Liarly on one frosty mornin',

Look away! look away! look away! Dixie Land.
CHoRrus;

Den I wisk T was in Dixie,
Hooray! hooray!
Ts Dhxie Lond Tl take my slend
To lib and die in Dixie,
Away, away,
Away down south tn Dixie;
Away, cwey,
Awey dows soulh i Dixie.

2,

Dar's buck-wieat cakes an' Injun batter,
Muokes you fot or a lilfle falier,

Look away! look away! look away! Dhxie Lond.
Den fioe 4t down and scratch your grabble,
To ixte Land I'm Dound o lrubbie,

Look away! look away! look awav! Dixte Land,

CHORUS.



THE RIGHT OF SECESSION.,
H. J. ECKENRODE

HAT was the legal right, the principle appealed to by the

South in seceding from the Union? More, what was

the moral right, appealed to or not appealed to?  Seces-

sion was a grave step and one which all knew would probably
lead to war. What then was the justification for this measure?

Secession is now so far from being anything but a historical
memory that it is difficult in this age to reconstruct in mind the
time when il was a right as much believed in as any other polifi-
cal right.  The modern compact American nation never dreams
of a separation of its paris, but before the process of consolida-
tion millions of Amcricans enterlained beliefl in secession as a
political pnnciple® and attempted to carey it into practice. The
reasonableness of their position cannot be understood without
bearing in mimd the constitutiomal views they sppealed to in
zseceding and (he circumstances that led them o secede; for
human nature rather tends to iudge of the morality of an action
by suceess or {ailure, and since the Secession War, writers have
not been wanting to show that the South was as wrong in theory
as it was unfortunate in the event.

The Southern argumenls have been presented in detail by
such logiciane as Jciferson Daviz and Alexander H. Stephens
in the years following the war, and, more recently, but with no
great addition of strengih by other writers, The case made
out by the two Southern leaders is, on its face, very sirong and a
brief summary of their arguments loses much of the effect they
are able to produce,

In the first place it should be noted that secession was net
regarded by Southerners as revolution but as & legal remedy
sanctioned by the constitution in the caseof the oppressionof a

"Thus the Virginiz Convention of 17588, in adopting the Constitution of the
United States for and in the name of the people of Virginia, declared “that the
powers granted under the Constitution being derived from the People of the
United States may be resumed by them whensoever the same shall be pervertod
to their injury or oppression . . .. .. " Doc. History Constitution, v. 2, p. 145
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State or of States within the Union. In the orthodox presenta-
tion of the case, the right of secession is primarily based on the
tenth amendment to the Constitution of the United States,
which declares that those powers of soversignty not expresaly
macde over to the Federal Government in the Constitution remain
with the States. Such language naturally favors the theorv of
the Union as a compact of States and presents the State itself
as an entity with reserved powers beyond the Federal spherc.
From this limitation of the Federal authority, this carcful pro-
tection of State p1'e:rc1.;-:r_:.‘1tiva-_l1 it is no great step to the right of
secessiony, for the conception of the State as sovereign in most
things and absolutely without power as regards its connection
with other States does not particularly commend itself to the
logical sense. .

But aside from the actual wording of the Constitution, it is
well to consider the historical position of the States before its
adoption as well as the opinton of e people of the United Stlaies
in regard to the document.  As colonics the thirteen original
members of the Union had no politeal connection with euach
other excepl as parts of Lhe British empire; they were as indepen-
dent of cach ather az if they had been scattered through the four
quarters of ‘the globe. No connection existed until 1774, by
which time most of the colonies had become well-organized and
self-conscious political communitics, MNor was this sense of
individual existence altered materially by the events of the
Revolution; the government of ithe Confederation was much
less of a trammel than had been that of Great Britain, and, in
1787, when the Comnstitution was framed the States were a
group of republics: bound together in a league. Later on, this
pristine condition of freedom was remembered at different fimes
by aggrieved States, and lastly and more particularly by the
Southern States, which believed that they might lawlully return
to the original condition when the Union no longer seemed the
bulwark and protection it had been at first,

*Ag an instence of this it is worthy of comment that Patrick Henty, in hia
ufficial correspondence as Governor of Virginia, refers frequently to the Old
Daominion, not a3 “this Stste,” but as “this country”. For a full explanation
of the Bouthern view of the Constitution in 1830, gee Hayne'areply to Webstar
January 30,1830, Congressional Debafes, 21t Congress, st session, VI, pho 1,
reprinted in MacDonald’s Seleet Documents of United Stales Mistary (N, Y,
1808}, p. 250,



