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PREFACE.

MHERE is neither room nor reason for a long

preface: a book of this kind tells its own
story. The grave, the gay, the lively, the
severe, has each its place upon the page—not far
apart, but interwoven cach with each: events now
historical side by side with memorials of a quiet
life—of how men lived, and loved, and died.

The centre figure is the noble family of Hadding-
ton. A little spot to the west of the present house
of Tyninghame still marks where a garden has been.
Near this, the village church, with its two Gothic
arches and sculptured stones, whose history is lost
for ever: its graveyard now a green field, whose turf
no doubt covers many curious relics of the past.

The Record, which gives this book more than a
local interest, has no doubt a chequered history. At
the date of the Battle of Dunbar the Bell and Church
Bible were taken to Tantallon, and, when even that
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stronghold was not any longer a place of safety, to
the Bass—which never was annexed by force of arms
to the land of the Saxon, But there is no mention
of the Record : who knows but that it may have been
buried somewhere until the storm was over. Be that
as it may, here it is and as it is.

Pallida Mors, &quo pulsat pede, pauperum tabernas
Regumque turres, O beate Sesti !

Vitze summz brevis spem nos vetat inchoare longam ;
Jam te premet nox fabulzque Manes ;

Et domus exilis Plutonia.
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INTRODUCTION.

E question—Who was Saint Baldred ? has

had various answers. It is not our purpose

to say much of him, but of places which

have a traditional connection with him. It is gener-
ally agreed that he lived about the end of the sixth
century., This fact is historically important. There
were at that time, in other parts of Scotland, men who
have left their impress upon its history. We may
set aside, as at least doubtful, the stories that are
afloat as to their connection with each other. For
example, that Saint Columba of Iona paid a visit to
Saint Mungo of Glasgow, upon which occasion they
exchanged croziers; or that Saint Baldred was a dis-
ciple of Saint Mungo. There seems to have been in
such men a conscious or unconscious co-operation for
good in that dark and barbarous day. No doubt a
great deal of the myth has gathered round their lives,
In our own day, ecclesiastics are sorely piizzled to
tell whether they were Presbyters or Bishops. I would
rather look upon them as having a life and work not
so clearly marked as either of these lines of ecclesias-
tical polity—the types of an apostolic age in Scotland.
The Bass, Iona, Inchkeith, Saint Baldred, Saint Co-
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