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PREFACE.

The present Mayor of the City of Chicape was
recently Te-clected, A larpe oumber of indepeénd-
ent voters. <eerming one  issue A dominant  one,
which, m fact, was no 1ssue at all, assisted in apain
Lestowing on himm the most oporiand oBice in the
IAEECT s wovermetl,

The  logaslaturee band  cepealsd 2 law  uniler
whieh el hropgh ke (hrealensd aclion ol cor-
ruptionists in the Cammeil, might bhove Eeen visiled
upon the ey Thar they weore powerless 1o in-
flict it had heen demonstreted prior oo the repeal
of that jaw and prior to the clection. Ilis compet-
itors entertamed, upim the guestion of the exten-
sion of strect car privileges, the same views as his
owt,  Doth were men of ay preat ability as he,
and each had, aod =tilt has, a repotation for pers
sotial mlegrity nol surpassed by s, Both  owere
men more apature no years, amd  possessed  wader
business experivnces than ke, Hence, either of
them cotdd have been safely entrusted with the
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powers of the executive.  Neither of them, how-
ever, could iavent, dor campaign  purposes, =0
catching, so powerlul, amd yet so sophistical, a
polincal  phrase as “The swreeis may be dirty, but
they still belong to the pempe.”  Tao ihe anventar
of that cry the Jlayor owes oo small political
debt.

Tt might be inferred from the large vore he re-
celved that, as a puldw seavant, be bad ©een tested
and not fouml warnling,  With respeet o his per-
sistent oppesition 1o 1he extonsion of  streel war
privilepes, wilhioey arlequate compensation de the
city, arl Tor a poriod wet anoexeess ol dwenty
vears, it should he saad he brevely and manfully
did his ueey, following, bhowever, ool leading pub-
lic apinion on thae yuestion,  AH danger from that
sogree Bad disappeared when the polls opencd i
April last. His competitors steord, on that mom-
mg, as honorably pledged to thretzle st if it agaan
appearcd, ahould  cizher of them be elected, as
he .

1t cannot, however, De said (at during his frst

administration he did bis whole duty. It is a pe-
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colarity ef the American prople that they always
praise, with exaggeracien, an official  who partly
dors his duty, tf the part pertormed 15 regarded
by them as especially seoviceable to the public. He
had the bencht of so much exagrerate]l prase from
a press lial, Lot meatly twoe years then last past,
bar! Lece condeinioog hor, that sozme people were
chiarmed into a sort of Testericy]  admicolion  for
him. He bad the Nhanpy Tacoly of  concealing
the charteomings of his  lirst  adminiaoration, -
der eover of o supposedly overshadowing  danger.
Therchy be canacd his previnus recnrd oo appear
as it trec from hlemish, awed that he had perfocmed
every  duty—aml  performol e owell  The  wvery
adrom wse of thie facoley 12 the omly reason why
e received a plurality of wvotes s muock larser
than that of any cler condidate nominated on the
same ticker with Bam for a mivor cifice

Hiz DLest friends i nol eonteml that he  did
hiz full doty, They now only hope he will do so,
A publie official is ool entitleld 1o praisc, or thanks,
for doing his whole doaty. He is elected for the

purpose of its performance,  Fut foll perfarmance
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ig &0 rare that the people scem o be content 1 a
publie servant will do iz doty only faidlv well,
The wvices which prevail in the civy, amd which
grew to their enormous, threacening, and hideous
proportions dueing e AMavor’s Srst admimstra-
ticn, were known e the people {oowos. ol owere

foeponeen by them at e polls, were Lntowu 1o the
police, aml are +3% kyown i them, and sipon no
comcetvable Tazis rd belef can it he suppesod tlwelr
cxisioney  miay nor have been keown o hum,
and that Do doe: not kuesw ol their continged
CRIFtence.

Tt 1= For L e wirer ihe commaed “5top,” and
thicy will cease, in sa 1ar as they can be kept
withim hounds by L3 ambority,  Their  abso-
bte suppression, wider existing legislation is, per-
haps, impossible, but their  regoelation thercooders
1= not whelly impractieable.  Orilinances el -
i, for instance, the dmpositien of a ine of $aoo
per dday for seepieg a honse of i dpme, have, he
may say, sever been epforced. aad bave fallen intoe
a comdition of “uuocnons desuctide”

The fieht of ofservation on o omatters such 25

thiese is oo wile 10 he entered wpon here,
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Doringe the Mavor's firse termy, ome of his best
friends, i the colimna of s widely cirealated news-
paper, severely eriticised s aduiecstration, but sup-
ported [vim far re-clection, and explained inoits col-
utmns, it response to an inguiry made by o correspond
enl juat prior to the election, s reasons [or iloing
so ns follows, viz

“Tf Mayor Harnson shall receive the support of
the independent voters bevavse of e gead poims
of his admioistralioc, Aol wil show 1R his
strempreh consisls o doing mighl, rol o doing
wromer. 1t stands to reasan thal be sweould ratheor
have the approval i benest and respeciable men
than of the vicions elemenis of the esmmunity.
The B—— Believes fhat Mayor Harrison's present
administration  from first we Inst has  improved
and not deteriorated,  The mayor himself ought o
know whar arc the weak points in it and if he has
acquired wistdlom hy expericonce he sheuld  chowse
his heads of departments for his sccomd term with
a view to curing the cvils and failvres of his first
term.  The relations ot the police department with

ambling resorts, all-night salooms and other forms



