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PREFACE.

Ix 1837, & preminm of one loudred pouwnds was offered Ly & gen-
tieman of Muneclicator, fur the best oriminal weeay ob the scriptuzal
character, dutiss, and claines of the * Pastoral Oifive 3 with a spe-
rial refererce to (Jur mpbbher it which thet office iz deflned and
exereised in the Weslerun Moethodis connesion,

Eight Ersays were received, *' sevcral of which™ the adjudirators
congidersd to “possess considerable merit.™ The preseni Essuy
wee ooo of the eight. .

The Prize was offered, no doubt, with a design o exeite the at-
tention of ihe precchers, and the connexion in peparad, to investi-
gata the subject ; helieving that & right undezstanding of it wonld
have s tepdeney Lo promote peace aid stability in the socicties which
huve bean, and atill mey he, agiteted, in referanca to 1he rights and
exercizes of the * Pasoml Qffes,"

Oty tnw of the Esaeye having yet been printed, the end for which
the Premium was olfered would pot have been fnlly answervad ; fir
there areé o varety of minds, tastes, talents, and circumstances,
which coold only be met by & veriaty of Essays coming forth on the
tiime ehbject; ond esvoral woald like to see m vardcty of minds aed
talemts axerted on the game subject. [ therefore waited for some
time hoping to hear of anvther coming forth ; Imt being dissppointed,
I vieutured with unfeigned difidence to give this poblicity,

While engaged in writing (his Essay [ waa interrupted for several
months by personnl affliction ; and since it hes been in the press I
have had my mind painfelly afficted by the loss of two of my be-
loved childven—so thit T conld not give it that time aod stitention
which [ desired, and it needed.



¥i FREFACE.

As to the manner n which the work ia noosmplished, I need say
Wt littie, the public will decida. I may however be permitied to
say——comsidering my feeblo qualifieations, livtle lefsure, and many
and great interruptions—"T have dene what | could.”

The * Pastoral Offce” has been thotght a subject of suflicient
intereat and imporlance for the Press, ever since the iovention of
Printing. Among the Fathers, St Clhorysestom wrote on the priest-
bood. Bince tha Heformaticn, tha subject hes besn ope of the
great poinls ef sentroversy.  Zuimplivs Ulri¢ws, Rishop of Zurich,
wrgte 1, work on this Fuhject, which was translated mod prinied by
Yermon in 1953, cntitied ;—"The ymage of bothe Pagtoores, a
moat froitiul and necassary boka, to behed and redde iv adl ehurches
therwyth to eoarm all aymple end iguerant folks speynet the mve.
ninge wolves and fales prophetm.”  Gilbert Burnet of the church of
England published his Fastoral core: and a long list of ot
witte on the samc Jubjeal,

The pen-conformista alep considerad this g vital subject. Baxter
published duy Gildas 3irvioous, or Reformed Pastor ; and ofter hine
saveral othars. Qo the peoplo’s need of & Living pastor ssserted
and cxpluined.”  * Or gn the paina of painful pastors,'* &,

And now after eXistlog & bundred years wa ara called to prove
ihat in the tuest and best sense, we have moczeded to the doctrines,
spirit, work and suecesses of the apoatics.  And theugh vur miaistry
by wnany i3 considered irreguiar pnd supplementary; we would
reply, sowes Sb Faul's; he wes an irmeguler apostle and supple-
mentary, for be was the thirternth apostle,

The Prize Easay in an elegaot und lengihensd work; but my
plan and materials differ ao much from it, that they may be both
needed. This Easay however, baing su much jess in alze and prica
imuy at least ouit thowe, who have bot litde Ume, and a8 little
monay.

May the Llessing of the Greal Hend of the charch atteod if,

J. C.
GranTHAM, Feb. 280%, 1840.



THE PASTORAL OFFICE,

————

CHAFTER L

THE OBIGIN OF TEE TAETDEAL OFFICE.

" Whaterey gladdena the heart of mon or anpels, with any real
or satisfactory joy, cumes from heaven, It iz & portion of
the pure inflyenca tiowing from e glery of the Almighty ;
& ruy isuing from the brightnoss of everlasting life,"—Prae.

1. CHBISTIARITY employe various and numerous
instrumentalities ; it sarm to all, “Work in my vincyard ;™
“Be not weary in well doing;" “To do good, and com-
mhunicate, forget oot; for with such gacrifices Ged is
woll pleaged.”

2. But Chrietianity has also established a regular order
of lsbourers; who are to be wholly devoted to it, snd
employedl contismally in promoting it, “To preach the
word; to be instant in season and out of season.” '

3. The “Pustoral Offfice” is so dissimilar to any prier
eacred office, that it may be enid fo have originated with
Chist t}; ,



10 THEE OMIGIN OF THWE

The priesthood and service of the temple were princi-
pally typical of Christ and his work: unless we may
congider the Levites' offering up incense and blessing
the people as typical of & part of the work of Christian
ministers; but the builders of the temple, and those who
digged’ the stones out of the quarry, snd equared and
" fitted them for use, more fully typified the work of the
Christian ministry. Bome of the prophets came nearest
i this office; they were the voice of Gud, and frequently
had a message from God to the people; and some of
them tanght the people ; as Ezra, who read the seriptures
to the people and gave them the meaning of it; aud ro
the apostles wometimes term preaching, prophecying; tut,
sfter all, the * Pustoral Office” hze g0 many peenliarities,
that it may be considered as originating with the Chris-
tian systern. -

" 4, The “Pastoral Oflee” devives its authority from
Christ, and- may be fermed a divine legabion. "The
twelve appear to have been first called to be disciples, and
then sfter ﬂlf?}f had been with their Master for several
years, were chusen to be his apostles.  After the resurrec-
tion, our Lord reinslated Peter (who had, by denying
Chaist, forfeited hia offics]), fhrice interrogating him, * 8i-
mon Poter, lovest thou me? The third time, Peter
umawering, © Lord, thou knoweet all thinga, thou knowest
that I love thee;" was then commisaioned to feed Christ’s
aheep, and his lambs ; and unto him were given the keys
of the kingdom, to open the gospel dispensation, and
the church of Christ to Jews and Geotiles. The general




