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' PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS.

‘WaEN I accaded to the wish of the Conneil to become the
President of this Asscciation for the present year, I paturally
turned to the examination of the subject-matter of those
Addresses delivered by the former occcupants of this Chair,
eapecially with a viaw to the selection of some topic relating
to this connty. Ascertaining that Ilevonshire ltorature had
not formed the theme of any, I bhave selected it on the
present oecasion, especially as I may declare myscl, with a
slight alteration of a well-known Horatian phrase—

Y Laondsbor biblioalin wotorwn™

If an apology for such a selection were needed, Carlyle hes
more than amply sapplied it.  “In books,” be remarks, “ lias~
the soul of the whole Past Time ; the articulate audible voice
of the Past, when the body and material substance of it has
altogether vanivhed like a dream. . . . All that mankind has
done, thought, gained, or been ; it is lying in magio preserva-
tion in the pages of Books. They are the chosen poassession
of wen"

As a raverential lover of books—and suvcly no man has a
right to describe them unless ha be such a lover—I may
exclaim with Chancor—

“ Booke in mine herts have ham in reverence

8o hertely, that there is gume nooe,
That fro my bookes maketh me to fobe™

In attenipting to give some account of Devonshire Works
and their Authors, I do not purpose to pass beyond the year
1640, when the meeting of the Long Parlinment bocame “ &
definite and distinet turning-point in onr printed literature "
(Arber) ; and the exigencies of an Address of this kind will
not enable me to give more then a faint and somewhat
blorred outline. My aim will he to point out in what
directions English literature generally, as well as locally, has
been aided by the labours of Devonshire men and of Devon-

A



2 LRt BECSHFIELD'E PREIIDENTIAL ADDRESS,

shire regidents : at the sama time to draw attention to some
of the mors notable works and institutions, that stand out
prominently above their fellows. In so doivg, I hope the
time epent will not be deemed altogether profitless; more
particularly I trust I may oot be accused of misdirected
energy, and so fall under the definition included in the
scathing lines of J. R, Lowell, aa—
# A reading machine, ever wound op and going,
He maqteved whatever was oot worth the knowing.™

As a matter of convenience we may divide our subject
into periods, differing much in duoration, being for the most
part marked by some prominent historical event, rather than
by any order of time®

Firet Period, -1087,

Our first period extends trom the earliest times to the
death of William I, in 1087, .

The earliest literary men to notice belonging to this
county, of whom we have any cognizance, Is WINFRID or
WINFRITH (680-T35), a npative of Crediton, more widely
known ag St Boniface, “ the apostla of Germany ™; born in
the year when Ciedmon, the Anglo-Baxon poet, is reported to
bhava died. Up to this timo, leaming and learned men had
beon more especially identified with the north and north-cast
of Eugland, snd with Ireland. Wilfred, Benedict Biscop,
Cedmon, Ceolford, Beda, wore Northumbrians. The Lifs of
St. Bouniface was one of too much aetivity to afford him
much leisure for literary work. In addition to & set of
acelesipstical statutes, some sarmons, and minor religions
works, he wrote & Latin poem termed Fnigmate de Virtutibus,
nddressed to his sister. This entifles kim te be conzidersd
as the earliest Devooshire poet of whem we possess auy
record. He is, however, beat known for his Fpistole, the
correspondende between himself and his filends, during the
period of his missionary work in Germeny, 718-755—the
earliest collection of lefters of an Englishman that we
possess.  In the opiniom of Green, the historian (i 4), “the
letters of Boniface and Alewine . . . form the most valuable
contemporary materials,” for the history of Hngland of the
period it which they were written. Bocial and general and
personal history, the trials and labours of his missionary
work, all find a plece in them. His literary character
displays itzelf in his fondness for books, his friends being

* In Appendix & will be fonnd a list of the mutherities cited, Tha
references ]iln figures are to motes in that appendix.



DR BRUSHFIELL'S FRESIDENTIAL ADDKESE, 3

frequently urged to send him some, of which he records the
titles, &e., the works of Bede being mentioned several times,
eg. In a letter to Abbot Cuthbert he writes, " Interen rogumus,
ut aliqua de opusculis sagacissimi investigatoris seriptararum
Bedan monachi” (Epistle xxxvii) 'These letters “seem to
have been the delight of our forefathers during the minth
century, and . . . deserve to be better Enown then they are,
even at the present day.” {T. Wright, i. 48.) If is a matter
of regret that an aonotated tramslation into English has
never been made. To the Hev. Dr. Giles we owe a collecbed
edition of his works in 1844, forming two volumea of thae
Lutres Eeclesiz Anglicanes!

To S WILLIBaLD (T00-785), also born at Crediton, is
usually attritmted the memoir of his unole 8t DBoniface, De
Vita vel Fassione Bealtssime Murtyris Bonifocii Anctore
Willsbaldo ; but D, Giles {/p, vit, ii. §, where, 1o the heeding
of the memoir, the author's name appears as ™ Willibaldus
Presbyter "} aflinna it was * not the celebrated bishop of that
name, a3 was long supposoed, but another Willibald, of leas
merit and pretensions,” and Heinschenivs, in his Axe
Sagnetorum, makes n similor assertion. (T. Wright, 1. 344-3.}
Be that, however, a8 it way, it is tha earliast known biography
of a Devon worthy, The Rinerary of S, Williald (T21-
727}, “written from his own recital by a nun of Beidenhaim,”
is one of the earliest recorded travels in the Holy Land,
{Printed at length in T. Wright's Berly Travels in Palestine,
1848, 13-22) The coovent of Heidenheim had for its
abbess St. Walburga, the sister of St Willibald, and as the
nun who acted as his amanvensis is nown to have been his
kinswoman, she was probably his own sister, and the suthor
also of the life of 83t Wunebald, the brother of 3t Willibald.2

S1. Burcaarn (=754}, said to be a Devonian by Prince,
was sssociated with St. Boniface In his missionary work, and
died one year before him, His claim to our notice rests on
gome sermons 6till preservad at Wurzburg {where he was the
first bishop), portions of which have been printed in
Germeny.

Avrrepus or Avreicus (-9811%), abbot of Malmesbury,
was consecrated bishop of Crediton, cirs 877, Godwin (320),
on the authority of Hooker, affirma he wrote two books, the
history of his abbey (De rebus comodii sud), and a scientific
treatise (De werwm nafurs), neither of which ara now
known?

Lyriva or Livineus (-1047), next but one in succession
to Alfredus as Bishop of Crediton (1032-1047), was previonsly

a4 3
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Abbot of Tavistock, This “eloquent bishop,” as he i bermed
in the Anglo-Saren Chrowicls, accompanied Canuate to Rome,
and is stated by FPrince (567) to bave written Canulus's
Pilgrimage and Ais own doings, of which we know nothing
but the titlat .

The successor to Lyfing in the See was Rishop Lzormic
{-1072), whose birthplace is uoknown. He removed the
gent of the diccsse from the open village of Crediton to
the walled town of Exeter, of which he was the first hishop.
" Although ih many ways a man of mark, he was not an author ;
but a3 & lover and' o collector of books, the possessor of
what waa then regarded as & larga private library, at a period
when books were expensive luxuries, he demands our atben-
tion. His name, snd bis great love of Saxon works, point
out his Baxon origin, althongh by sume authors he is thooght
to have been o Breton. He gave, nmongst other presents to
the cathedral, between sixty and seventy volumes, some for
the deily zervices, others for the cathedral library, * Thesa
church books wers evidently in Aunglo-Saxon, becanse ha
contrasts them with the subsequent list of books in Latin"
(T, Wricht, Journ. Hrit dvch dssoe. xvill. 2223 The list
of worke is recorded in his will, and iz of espeeial interest
to Devonians, for being “ the earlicat catalogue of an English
Library now koown to exist” (Jbid, 224.)% Of all the works
therein eonmemted, culy one is preserved in the present
library, but it is one of the most importent Avglo-Saxon M3S.
in Englend. It is eatitled, One great English ook on variows
subjects composed dn wersy, and, ug the Coden Eroniensis, was
published, by the Society of Antiquaries, in 1842, under the
editorship of B, Thorpe. This iz rendered of especial
valua to philological students by having in parallel columns
the crigicel text snd an English translation® The MS. is
of emall folio size, with vellum leaves, wenting o few at the
beginning and end of the work, and, excepting towards the
latter, in fair condition of preservation. The writing is in
large characters, and believed to be of the temth century.
The contents are of a miscellanecns kind, relating chiefly to
moral and religious subjects, drawn from various sources,
and vary mach in interest and value. The poems are neardy
fifty in pumber, many of them fragmentary. 'With one
oxception, they exhibit the main characteristics of Apglo-
Saxon poetry ; that is, they consist of short rhymeless lines,
written like prose (the line-lengths beiog marked by points),
and having a regular alliteration so arranged, that in evety
couplet the fivst lins contains two words, and the second one,
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mu:mning with the same letter. Here is an example from
“The Exile's Complaint,” in the Codex (443},
‘dindon dena dimme i ave the della
dona np—hea." the downe high."

The exception alluded to is termed by Thorpe the * Riming
Poem,” from the lines wrminatinﬁ in proper rhymes, but the
alliteration is unchanged.” The longest, and the only poem
whoee anthor is known, ia “the legend of 5t Guthlac”; a
metrical paraphrase of the lile of that smint by Felix, a
monk of Croyland Abbey. The volume contains a curious
collection of riddles, » form of amusement to which our
Anglo-Saxon forefathera appear to have been very parbinl
Probably the gleeman, as a foil to, and after the recital of,
more serious pieces, wound up the evening's amusement by
propounding ope or more of these riddies® We can readily
believe that some of the compositions wers by Davonians,
belonging to some religious house, such as the one at Tavi-
stock. The probability of this is inersased by the circum-
stance that the Leofric Misagl, ona of the volumes given by
Leofric to his cathedral, naed thera during his episcopate, and
now preserved in the Bodleian Library, belongad criginally
to Tavistock Abbey, of which his predecessor Lyfing had
been abbot.

A fitting conclusion to this notice of our first period may
be made, in & brief allusion to the Great Survey of the
country, ordered to be carried out by William I within 3
short period of his death, and recorded in the well-known
Dlomesdey Book of the Erchequer, It contains a complete
territorial record of this country. Of even groater intersat
to ug, is the 'supplementary volume known as The Ezefer
Dormesday (which has remained in the costody of the Dean
and Chapter of Exeter for 800 years), as it possessea the
warked advantage of fuller details than the original work.
It would be simgply impertinent to expaliate vpon ita im-
portance’

Second  Periad, 10831300,

Our second period carries us on to the end of the 13th
century, during which many worka on teligions subjects are
recorded to have been written, some of which are now
unkoown.

Of Rosert Fovtor (-1186), a Devonian (Fuller, i 251)
and Bishop of Hereford, it is reported by Fits (236) that he
wrote D¢ Sacramentis anfiquee ef noww legis; Conctonum ;
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and another work, of which the titles alone have descended
to us

Ricaarp Fisgackr or Firzacee (-1248), a native of Exeter
{Pits, 317,statea  patria Denoniensis, £x territorie Exoniensi ™),
was i learned Dominican, and the intimate friend of Robert
Bacon. He wrote several treatisea on Divinity, Commentaries,
&a., of which the titles are given in Pits's work. Some of
his MSE, are said to be preserved at Oxford

Although Hooker (in Godwin's Bishops) affirms BagTHOLG-
MEW (~1184) to have heen called * Iseanus of Isca,” und “a
meana Citizen'a sonne * of Exeter, his moeat recent bmgraphar
(T. A, Archer in Digl, Nai, Bﬁag.'] states that he was a
native of Brittany. Ha was, however, Bishop of Exeter for

the long peried of twenty-three years (1161-1184). Histori- *

cally, he 13 koown &8s cas of the great opponents of the policy
of Becket, yot, after the death of the latter, he was selectad
to preach the scrmon on the re-opening of Canterbury
Cathedral. This *luminary of the English church” wrota
several works oo divinity, of which Pits (250) gives a Iist
None of them bave been published .t

Bartholomew was the active friend of Barowin [—llql.’}} a
native of Exeter, and Archhishop of Canterbury (11841140},
They esteemed each other ao bighly that a life-Tong friendship

u{ted, eod they “muftually dedicated books to each other’a
commendation, so that nejlher wanted praise wor praised
himeelf,” (Fuller, 1. 274) His vwn pmductiuna were princi-
%a.lly theological, and were included in the works of the

istercian  fathers, printed in 1662, (Wright, . 295.)
Aceording to Dir. Heok, thay *do not contain any matter
of deep interest,” {Abpa. of Canterbury, ii. 546.) Several of
his original MSS5. are in the Lambeth Library. His De
corruplis moribus ceri e populi containg much of value
relating to the social history of the period, and describes
“the expectation so prevalent in the twelfth century that the
world was approaching to its end.” (Wright, ii. 284) His
D Sacramenie Altaris, written in ]'ord Abbey before he was
abbot there, is of peenliar iuterest for having been printed, in
1521, at Ca.mhridge, by John Siberch, the year when the
printing press was first introduced there. It was the fourth
work execated by Biberch 2

To the histories]l stndent he is hetter known for his
celebrated tour throngh Wales in the year 1188, on & mission
to preach a erusade for the recovery of Jerusalem from the
Baracens, Dr. Hook remarks, “ The interior of Wales was ag
little known as the interior of Africa at the present time ..,




