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T0 TEE RIGHT HONOURABLE

EARL OF EGLINTON AND WINTON, KT., P.C,

LORD LIEUTENANT OF IRELAKD, &c &c &c

—_—

My Lokp:

The deep intersst which your Excellency takes in
everything that relates to the prosperity of Ireland, and the
bappiness and well-being of the Irieh people, is, I presume,
the resson that I am indebted for the gracious permission to
dedicate this little work to your Exeellency. Aoquainted as
you are, my Lord, with the practical details of commercial
affairs, your Excellency does not require, at my hands, any
elaborate arguments or illustrative facts to prove that the
industrial interests of the Irish people wounld be enhanced by
a regular steam mail communication between Galway and
Amerioa,

I kuow the warm interest which has ever been taken by
Her Majesty the Qusen, in all that eoncerns the happi-
ness of Her Majesty's people throughout these kingdoms, and
on each oceasion of a royal vizit to Ireland this feeling has
been responded to by the most affectionate demonstrations
of attachment and Joyalty to Her Majesty’s person and
throne.

When Mr. John Orrell Lever, an enterprising English
merchant, eocmmenced runniné' a line of steamers from _
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Galway to New York, the leading membersa of Her
Majeaty’s (Government at once saw the great national
importance of the undertaking, and gave it their cordial
approbation, not to the surprive, but the gratification of every
one interested in the commersiel preatness and prosperity of
the kingdom at large. But no one, my Lord, was more
alive to the advantages of this entorprise than your Excel-
lency, and from no one bas the spirited projector and his
great undertaking received more cordial and earnest support
than from yourself. If I have succeeded in bringing together
any facts of intereat that have a direct bearing on the necessity
and importance of incressed steam communication between
Great Britain and Her Majesty’s colonies, and other countries
in North America, no one will more readily appreciate their
foree than your Exeellency,

In n report made to Darllament, in 1853, by tha
Committee on Contract Dackets, of which Liord Canning
was Cheirman, it is stated that *“the ohject of Govern-
ment in underteling the trans-maring postal ecrvice, iz to
provide frequent, rapid, 2nd regular communication between
this country and other states,” and, particularly, © with
those distant ports which feed the main arteries of British
commeree, and with the most important of our foreign
possessions; to foster maritime enterprise, and to encourage
the production of a class of vessels which would promote the
eonvenience and wealth of the country in time of peace, and
assist in defending its shores ageinst hostile aggression. The
reasons for desiring such communiestion are partly commer-
cial, and partly political.”

Is it not, my Lord, & pertinent and self-evident fact that
the objeets of “frequent, rapid, and regnlar communication
between this country and other states,” and particularly with
thoee countries which supply “the wain arteries of British
commerce,” will be best carried out by having sueh commu-
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nication over the shorfest and most direct route between
Europe and America, particularly as that route begine
and ends on British territory 7 The commercial snd
political condition of the British Empire, and of the
world at large, have undergone vast changes eince the
¢ BIRTUS,” the pioneer vessel of ocean steam communication,
first crossed the Atlantic, in 1838, If it were an act of
pelicy, politically and commercislly, on the part of the
British Government, in 1840, to pay & large subeidy for trans-
Atlantic mail service, how much more is that service in need
of encouragement end support of this time, when the popula-
tion of América has neerly doubled, and the commercial and
sociel intercourse betweon Gireat Britain snd America has
more than quadrepled sinco that service was commenced ?

I will not, however, bring the dryness of statistical detail
before your Excellency in this dedicatory address, but, wish-
ing your Excelleney a long life, and & lengthened period to do
good in that eminent office which Her Majesty has been
pleazed to confer upon you, I have the henour to subecribe
myself,

My Lord,
Your Excellency’s
Mozt vbedient
Humnble Servant,

FLINY DMILES,
Lowdon, Novewber 1604, 1802,
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