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CrarTer 1
BEGINNTNG OF THE USE OF ANTHRACITE.

The existence of anthracite in Pemmsylvania was known
for fifty vears before it becanie an article with an establishad
market.  This was due to two causes—ihe inaccessibility of
the rezions where the coal was found and to a lesser degree
to the prejudice against it on acconnt of the difficulty of
ignition.  Liverpool and Richmond coals could easily be
brongrht to the wharves of the tidewater towns and the
public, accostomed to their tse, was ol o be satisticd with
the anthracite, which was considered of inferior quality,

The early wse of anthracite was, therelore, conlined
chiefly to the loenl consmmiption in imerior (owns where
other coal was not to be had, Tt came into use chiclly in
the forges of the country Macksmiths.  Tn each of the three
anthracite coal felds this nse had developed hefore atlempts
were tmnule to brke the coal to the seaboard cites.

The first appreciation of the value of the product oecorre:d
in the third or porthern feld.  Here Obediab Gore. a black-
st migeant from Connecticut who had settled in the
Wryoming Valley, socceeded ns enrly as (768 in using the
anthracite from a local e in his forge, mwd i so0m became
the only fuel used by the blacksimiths m the valley.  Coal
from this region, in one case at least, burned m the forges
that made arms for the colonial levies 1 the Revolution,
for we read, “In the vears 1775 and 17506 several boatloads
of coal were taken down the Susquebanna and hauled to
the United States armory at Carlisle for the imnanufacture of
arms”  This coal was taken from a wine helonging “wo the
Iate fudge Hollenbeck,” about one mle from Wilkeshbarre,
“near the mouth of his null creek.”

As the trade orew roueh arks were loaded with abont
sixty tons and floated down the north branch of the Susque-
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hamma River, when conditions were favorable, to be sold at
the different towns along the route.!

The first nse of the anthracite for general heating pur-
poses is said to have been made by Judge Jesse Fell, of
Willeesharre, whio in 1803 found that it could be successtully
useil for a grate fire,  This was the region to which an out-
let to tide was given in 1820 by the Delaware and Hudson
Canal.® DBy that time the virtues of anthracite had become
more widely known, amd 1t was being hauled eighty miles
from Wilkesharre into New York State, where it sold for
=160 tomn.

Tn the next field to be opened. the third or southern one—
coal was koown o abound in the vicinity of the preseut
city of Pottsville® and at Mauch Chunk “as carly as 1700
and perhaps eflore”™ 4 hunter 45 said to have dizcovered
the coal st ar the place which later beenme the Old Sum-
mil Manch Clhunk name. TTe reported it 1o Mr. Jacob
Weiss, who fomued a company chiefly of citizens of Phila-
deiphti.  This company opened the mine and sone coal was
taken to the city, but the cheapness of the Liverpool and
Bichmond coal made the venture uoproftable®  “It was
nscid tooa very limited extent by some of the blacksmiths in
the neighborhood. hat it was rmm:]cn'd of little value and
excited little attention.”™

Those who were interested in developing a market on
the seaboard were regarded by the public as “visionary
enthusiasis.™ * In IBIE Colotiel Gec ree Shoemaker loaded
nine wagons with coal from the Schuvlkill mines and hauled

Report to the Serate, Packer, Choirman, 1534,

Tor the efforts of the Delaware and Hudson Company 1o introduce
min New York City the uge of coal for steam vesscls, see Reiports of
the Compaiy, 18238 01 sog

*Report 10 Senate, . 7

Fabhlemoir of Josiah White, p. 36 ¢f s0g.

‘Report to the Swute, pp. 7 and &

"Report to the Smmaie, p. 8




