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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

Tue infinite variety of injuries which any war
presents to the surgeon gives to military surgery a
special interest and importance. The special interest
and importance, in a surgical sense, of the great
European War lies not so much in the fact that
examples of every form of gross lesion of organs and
limbs have been seen, for if we read the older writers
we find little in the moderns that is new in this respect,
but is to be found in the enormous mass of clinical
material which has been presented to us and in the
production of evidence sufficient to eliminate sources
of error in determining important conclusions. For
the first time also in any campaign the labours of
the surgeon and the physician have had the aid of the
bacteriologist, the pathologist, the physiologist and
indeed of every form of scientific assistance in the
solution of their respective problems. The clinician
entered upon the great war armed with all the re-
sources which the advances of fifty years had made
available. If the surgical problems of modern war
can be said not to differ sensibly from the campaigns
of the past, the form in which they have been pre-
sented is certainly as different as are the methods of
their solution. The achievements in the field of dis-
covery of the chemist, the physicist and the biologist
have given the military surgeon an advantage in
di is and treatment which was denied to his
predecessors, and we are able to measure the eflects
of these advantages when we come to appraise the
results which have been attained.

But although we may admit the general truth of
these statements it would be wrong to assume that
modern scientific knowledge was, on the cutbreak of
the war, immediately useful to those to whom the
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vi GENERAL INTRODUCTION

wounded were to be confided. Fixed principles existed
in all the sciences auxiliary to the work of the surgeon,
but our scientific resources were not immediately
available at the outset of the great campaign; scienti-
fic work bearing on wound problems had not been
arranged in a manner adapted to the requirements,
indeeg'- the requirements were not fully foreseen; the
workers in the various fields were isolated, or isolated
themselves pursuing new researches rather than con-
centrating their powerful forces upon the one great
guest.

However brilliant the triumphs of surgery may be,
and that they have been of surpassing splendour no
one will be found to deny, experiences of the war have
already produced a mass of facts sufficient to suggest
the complete remodelling of our methods of education
and research.

The series of manuals, which it is my pleasant duty
to introduce to English readers, consists of trans-
lations of the prineipal volumes of the * Horizon "
Collection which has been appropriately named after
the uniform of the French soldier.

The authors, who are well-known specialists in the
subjects which they represent, have given a concise
but eminently readable account of the recent acquisi-
tions to the medicine and surgery of war which had
hitherto been disseminated in periodical literature.

No higher praise can be given to the Editors than to
say that the elearness of exposition characteristic of the
French original has not been lost in the rendering into
English.

MEDICAL SERIES

The medical volumes which have been translated
for this series may be divided into two main groups,
the first dealing with certain epidemic diseases includ-
ing syphilis, which are most liable to attack soldiers,
and the second with various aspects of the neurology
of war. The last word on Typhoid Fever, hitherto
“the greatest scourge of armies in time of war,” as
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it has been truly called, will be found in the mono-
g:ra.ph by MM. Vincent and Muratet which contains a
ull account of reeent progress in bacteriology and

epidemiology as well as the clinieal features of typhoid
and paratyphoid fevers, The writers combat a belief
in the comparatively harmless nature of paratyphoid
and state that in the present war hemorrhage and

rforation have been as frequent in paratyphoid as
in typhoid fever. In their chapter on diagnosis they
show that the serum test is of no value 1n the case
of those who have undergone anti-typhoid or anti-
paratyphoid vaccination and that precise information
can be gained by blood cultures only, The relative
advantages of a restricted and liberal diet are dis-
cussed in the chapter on treatment, which also con-
tains a deseription of serum-therapy and vaeccine-
therapy and the general management of the patient.

Considerable space is devoted to the important
question of the carrier of infection. A special chapter
is devoted to the prophylaxis of typhuigLfﬂcver in the
army. The work concludes with a chapter on pre-
ventive inoeulation in which its value is conclusively

roved by the statistics of all eountries in which it has
n employed.
MNM. \Bincent and Muratet have also contributed to
the series a work on Dysentery, Cholera and Typhus
which will be of speeial interest to those whose duties
take them to the Eastern Mediterranean or Mesopo-
tamia, The ecarrier problem in relation to dysentery
and cholera is fully discussed, and special stress is laid
on the epidemiological importance of mild or abortive
cases of these two diseases.

In their monograph on The Abnormal Forms of
Tetanus, MM, Courtois-Suffit and Giroux treat of those
varieties of the disease in which the spasm is confined
to a limited group of muscles, e. g. those of the head,
or one or more limbs, or of the abdomino-thoracic
museles. The constitutional symptoms are less severe
than in the generalised form of the disease, and the
prognosis is more favourable.
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The volume by Dr. G. Thilbierge on Syphilis in the
Army is intended as a vade-mecum for mediecal officers
in the army.

Turning now to works of neurological interest
we have two volumes dealing with lesions of the peri-

heral nerves by Mme, Atanassio Benisty, who has
n for several wears assistant to Professor Pierre
Marie at La Salpétriére, The first volume contains
an account of the anatomy and physiology of the
peripheral nerves, together with the symptomatolo
of their lesions. The second volume is devoted to t
prognosis and treatment of nerve lesions,

The ﬂmnﬂgri]’:h of MM. Babinski and Froment on
Hysteria or Pithiatism and Nervous Disorders of a
Reflex Character next claims attention, In the first
part the old coneeption of hysteria, especially as it
was built up by Charcot, 1s set forth, and is followed
by a deseription of the modern conception of hysteria
due to Babinski, who has suggeﬁte& the substitution
of the term *° Pithiatism,” 7. ¢. a state curable by
persuasion, for the old name hysteria. The second
part deals with nervous disorders of a reflex character,
consisting of contractures or paralysis following trau-
matism, which are frequently found in the necurclogy
of war, and a variety of minor symptoms, such as
muscular atrophy, e ration of the tendon reflexes,
vasomotor, thermal and secretory changes, ete, An
important section discusses the future of such men,
especially as regards their disposal by medical boards.

An instructive companion volume to the above is
to be found in the monograph of MM. Roussy and
Lhermitte, which embodies a deseription of the psycho-
neuroses met with in war, ﬂtarting with elementary
motor disorders and concluding with the most complex
represented by pure psychoses.

SURGICAL SERIES

When the present war began, surgeons, under the
influence of the immortal work of Lister, had for
more than a quarter of a century concerned themselves
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almost exclusively with elaborations of technique de-
signed to shorten the time oecupied in or to improve
the results obtained by the many complex operations
that the penius of Lister had rendered possible, The
good behaviour of the wound was taken for granted
whenever it was made, asit nearly always was, through
unbroken skin, and hence the study of the treatment
of wounds had become largely restricted to the study
of the aseptic variety. Septie wounds were rarely
seen, and antiseptic surgery had been almost for-
gotten. Very few of those who were ealled upon to
treat the wounded in the early autumn of 1914 were
familiar with the treatment of grossly septic com-
pound fractures and wounded joints, and none had
any wide experience. To these men the conditions of
the wounds came as a sinister and disheartening reve-
lation. They were suddenly confronted with a state
of affairs, as far as the physical conditions in the
wounds were conecerned, for which it was necessary to
go back a hundred years or more to find a parallel.
Henee the early period of the war was one of carnest
search after the correct Erinciples that should be
applied to the removal of the unusnal difficulties with
which surgeons and physicians were faced. It was
necessary to discover where and why the treatment
that sujl:hymd for affections among the civil population
failed when it was applied to military easualties, and
then to originate adequate measures for the relief of
the latter. For many reasons this was a slow and
laborious process, in spite of the multitude of workers
and the wealth of scientific resources at their disposal.
The ruthlessness of war must necessarily hamper the
work of the medical scientist in almost every direction
except in that of providing him with an abundance of
material upon which to work. It limits the oppor-
tunity for deliberate erntical observation and com-
parison that is so essential to the formation of an
accurate estimation of values; it often compels work
to be done under such high pressure and such unfavour-
able conditions that it becomes of little value for



