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PREFACE,

It was in this form—a Dramatic Tale—that these pages
were originally cast. The Work had been commenced
without any view to the Stage, or any object beyond that
of evolving what appeared to be a story of some interest,
in whatever mode might suggest itself as the most ade-
quate. As the composition however proceeded, the es-
sential element of Dramatic Action now came to be more
scrupulously employed, than it previously had been, and
the foregoing portions of the Piece having been revised
on this prineiple, it seemed at length to have assumed a
shape, which, with considerable curtailment, and some
alteration in the frame-work, might not eventually prove
unsusceptible of Theatrical Hepresentation. Upon this
chance it was submitted, ou its completion, to Mr. Ma-
cready. His judgment corroborated my hopes. He
candidly and explicitly declared his sense of the difficulties
of the enterprize but warmly testifying, meanwhile, to
what he conceived to be valuable in the Work, and to the
earnest which, on the whole it seemed to oifer of success,
moreover anxious, even at a persomal risk, to respond
to the demand of the Public for new plays, he finally un-
dertook the experiment of putting it upon the Boards,
Accordingly the Piece being cut down into the dimensions,
and recast, as we hoped, in the mould adapted for repre-
sentation, was produced at Drury Lane—Its fate is well
known.






PERSONS.

Sin GanrieL Griuwoon.

WorMaLL, Steward to Grimwood.
WiLrovesry, Grimwood's Ward.
Joyeer, 4 Peer, and Friend to Willoughby.
Fouro, A Scholar. .

Tveatts | Lawyers

Mavorice, One of Grimwpood's Retniners.
GiLevrN, 4 Brave.

CrABTREE.

A Prigsr.

Awx Ovricer or JUSTICE.
Gentlemen, Consiables, Bravos, Pages, Aftendants, ke,

MappaLENE, Ai first 6 Dependant in Grimwood's House-
hold, and afterwards Covnress Sr. AvrioL.
Liapy Barpara Vavramour, Friend fo the Coundess.
WinirreD, At firsi a Servant in Grimwood's Retinue, and
afterwards in that of the Counfess.
NiseLg, Lady Barbara’s Waiting Woman.
Ladies, Attendanis, &e.

Scene—during Act 1. Grimwood’s Castle tn the remote
parts of Cumberland.
Tiwe 1684.
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ACT 1.
SCENE L

An apariment of antique structure furnished correspondingly,
A table in the centre with flasks and tankards, &c. scal-
tered on it. GRIMWoOD sife af one side, and appears
absorbed and excited. WomMALL $tands af some dis-
tance from the other side as if watehing GriMwoon's
movements.

Wormall (apart). THE winc works well, and his fierce
spirit’s in flames !'—
And pow amid’ the unwary turmoil of
The burning tenement to filch therefrom
This the last clause of his councils, which like all
Forerunning it he fain would treasure up
Within himself, but yet whereof I look
To be—as I already am of those—
The joint depository and co-partner,
More's meant than meets the ear in this device
Of banishing the youth.—
Grimwood {apart and struggling with kimselfl) Down,
fary down—
Or ye will rend me asunder, and lay bare
The very heart of my purpose, marring thus
The boldest game that e'er was played for Fortune!
Wormall (still apart), We're little skilled in Divination, or
The orphan Maddalene’s the more especial
B




