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PREFACE.

Awows the mythological legends of ancient Greece,
which furnished material to the Attic dramatists for their
poetical eompositions, there was none of a more truly tragi-
cul chameter than that of the house of Labdakus, because
none exhibited on a grander scals the vicissitude of human
affuirs, as the result of that conflict between individual free-
dom and a higher necessity, which constitutes the chief
element of all tragedy among the ancients. Hence it is
that the misfortunes of Laius and his descendants formed
one of the favorite subjects for representation on the Athe-
nian stage. All the great dramatists of whom we have
any account handled the subject with more or less success,
and some of the finest specimens of dramatic poetry which
have eome down to our times treat of the fate of the royal
house of Thebes.

‘Whilst we possess, in the Antigone and the (Edipus Rex
and Coloncus, three entire tragedies of Sophocles on the his-
tory of the Labdakides, there remain to us, with the excep-
tion of the * Seven agninst Thebes,” only the names and
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