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wanderers, with the winds of sprin
Bing on, the storm and after, siog o
call us to your echoing woods away
From worldly cares; and hid oor spirits bring
Haith to imbibe deep wisdom from your lay."—Hesans

WaY ia it that many persona pass through life, obeervin
little, apd Rnuwin;{ﬂa, onncerning the :Elllinr objects l:g
which they are surrounded, of such birds especially as
come and go ai fixed periods, and make glad the fields of
Britain? Ewven among those whe live in ithe country, few
can distinguish the song of the Wood-lark from that of
the Goldfinch, and with each of those dissimilar songsters
no pleasant thoughts sre aesociated. I would fain,

fore, send forth this little volume, written plainly, and yet,
I trust, not without conmderable interest, small in size
and inexpeosive, that thuse who live among green fields,
or quit occasionally the hum and stir of the great ity 1o
scent the new-mown hl{b:r the F; nce of flowers, may
be able to distinguizh joyouve fittle minstrels, whose
sweet songn both soothe and elevate the mind. We will
take them in their order, beginoing with those that arrive

in the month of
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MARCH.
WRYNECK— Fynr Torguilla of Linnasus.

Strange it seems that when winds are Filﬁonéi loud,
and ptorme of eleet ‘are abroad, small birds should find
their way to the shores of Britain; yet so it is. The
Wryneck, earliest daughter of the year, arrives about the
middle of March, rertiess nest js constructed with
dry grass, in the hollow of some aged tree, lime-worn or
excavated by & woodpecker, having within it an accamu-
Jation of decayed wood, and of which the entrance barely
admits of going in and out. Here, then, she deposits
eight or ten emall egen, and aits securely on them, looking
forth to the waving branches of the Lree, safe from the
besting storm or sleet which often n.gga without, and
causes the old oak to creak and groan beneath its fury,
Thovugh similar in many points to ber stationery neighbour,
the untravelled Woodpecker, as regards the formation of
her feet and bill, she belo to a separate genus, and
never associales with them. Those who are much abroad
in the early season of the vear, when as yet the primrose
has searcely begun to peep from amid the moes, or the
bazel to hang forth ber light brown tessels, may see par-
chance the Wryneck on the branch of some tree in the
lone forest, or beside the sreamlet’s dash, where birches
and trembling repene grow wild and high, and obscure the
sunbeams. There he sits erect on the branch, with his
body almost bent backwards, and writhing his neck and
heag with a slow and apparently inveluntary motion. His
male, meanwhile, is sitting in some near tree, his sole
companion ; for the Wryneck is e solitary bird, and does
rot associate with his kind. Their food consiets of ants, or
such insects as harbour in the rough bark of trees, which
they extract by means of u long and cylindrical tongue,
tipped with & horny substance, and capable of being

ushed forward or drawn readily into the bill. Thewr
wel, too, are curiowsly constructed with an obvigus refer-
ence to their mode of life: the toes are placed two before
and two behind: the claws sharp, much heoked, and
formed for climbing the branches of trees, on which they
can Tun in all directionn with great facility.

Wearing the livery of the family or tribe to which
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Soetic fancy has assigned ber, that of the sober-vested
uckoo, whose handmaid the country people call the
fermale Wryneck, coming over ga if (o prepare the wood-
lands for the reception of that welcome bird, and uttering
her soft voice in the depth of many a lonely woed, her
plumage, like that of the male, consists of different shades
of brown, but 5o elegantly arranged as to form an invest-
ment of exquisite neatness, An irregular line of dark
brown, inclining to black, descends from the head to the
middle of the k. which ia ctherwise ash-coloured,
streaked, and powdered with brown; the throat and
under side of the neck being of a reddish brown, crossed
with fine bars of biack, while the wnder surface is of a
]:n.l-a ash, varied with irregular triangular spots. The
arger quill feathers are beautifully chequered on the
outer webs with alternate spota of dark brown and rust
colour; be tail feathers are crnamented with black bars,
the intervening spaces freckled with dark brown.

Such is the singularly chaste aud elegant investment of
the Wryneck, which ia described the more minutely he-
cause fitile known, and that the Jovers of forest scene
and trees may, when they see thie small bird hopping
from branch to branch, rejolce in the certainty that the
voice of the Cuckoo will soon be heard, and ail plezsant
flowers epring up wherever she appears. And very
epproprisie lo this small bird, thus haunting among
leaflesa branches, are those beautiful lines in which the
poet of “The Seasons™ bids the eorrowful and despond-
g to learn a leson of coofidence from the birds of the
Alr —-

# Look up and smile away your low despair—
Smthzﬁshtmtuﬁiaburrmair;

To him nof stores nor granaries belong,
Nought bet the woodland and the pleasing song 5
‘I:'ergonr kind heamljé Father bends his eye

To the least wing that Hits along the sky.

To Him they slog when Bpring renews the plain,
To Him they ery in Winter's pinehing reign;
Nor is their music por their plaint in wain:

Mo hears the gay smd the distressfil call,

And with unsparing bonoty fills them all.*



