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INTRODUCTION,

Tams series of lessons completes the slate-work, or ele-
mentary course in drawing. ’

It ia the earnest desire of the suthor that all teachers
who use these card-exercises may understund his aim in
them, and, making it their own, work with intelligence and
enthusiasm. Attention is ealied to the fact that it ia nak
the beginning, in simpler form, of the Drawing-Book He-
ries, but 4 preparatory course for the three yeers of child-
hood, — & means of putting the chilld inte possession of his
powers, so that recognizing im the eubject a value and a |
beanty, and in himself a measure of 4bility, he may bo on-
couraged afterward to begin at the beginning of the sci-
ence, and train mind and body for higher power. This
beginning is muade in the Book Series, and carried on in
consecutive steps neeording to the laws and demands of the
subject. In the elementary or primary work, the philosophy
is & different one. It follows the maxim of Peatalogsi,
that, in early edueation, it ia not the order of the subject

that we should make our guide, but the nature and apti-
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4 IKTRODTOTION.

tude of the child to be tanght; and also the widely-ap-
proved wisdom of the French saying, that first branches of
kmowledge are instramentary to the child’s development.

We believe it is a kind of native instinet to teach chil-
dren in this way; giving them, whila they are yet children,
the little they can take of many things whose depth of
meaning is far boyond their powers, provided only that the
ingtruction given interests them, and follows the line of
their curiosity and deaire,

It is for this resson that the exercises of this series for
childhood have been made a3 pleasing and beantiful as the
necessary regard for aimplicity will allow.

At five years of age the average child cannot draw any
thing that has beauty correctly.  The srrangement of dots
gnd lines, with & gradas] rise to symmetrical fipures, seems
to bo eo-ordinate to, while it affords the best of training
for, hin erratic powera: but, becguse he iz 4 child, he will
soon weary of the training, if it has not some fruits which

mature in childbood.

' With no training at all, the whole race of children made
pictures, snd very fair pictures too, of things we should not
dare to require them to undertake. The child at the sea-
board makes shipa hefore he learns to write his name; and
children everywhere draw carts and hudmea, houses and peo-
ple, with intorest and proflt to themselves, if not of valus
s drawings, It is the object of thia culminating series of
the primary course to recognize and halp this natural want,
and so mature some practical gain“which children will
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themselves rejoice in from the three-years’ practice. The
ability gained will not Jie dormant till the Yime comes for
these examples to have their place in a8 scientific series,
but will grow while the pupil carries on a side-course for
amusement, fed by all that he gains in his regular work.

In teaching the lessons of Serica No. 8, bear in mind
that pupils are to ba developed in the dirsetion of entha-
sinem for drawing, with the necessary observation of forms
that must accompany it, and to pet as much of ascuwracy as
ia possible. Tt is the business of the work that follows to
demand precision

Two kinds of lessons will grow oat of this consideration,
— one bearing upon seeipg, or training the mind through
the eye; the other upon execotion, or training the still
physically imperfect hand to sbsy the mind. The pattorns
sre only instraments to create ocersions for thesa two forms
of worle Many subjects, apparently simple, depend for
their success upon perfect eecuracy, and, wanting it, must
do liarm, by keeping before the mind false representations;
while others, scomingly complicated, admit of so great
variety as to bear imperfoction without impairing mental
vigion. Objects of natore are more elastic in this reapect
than many others, and have the sdditions]l merit of being
meore obgerved by children. The animal and vegetable
forms, and the other examples on the same prineiple, aro
thought to be sufficiently simple in their outlines, with the
help that sccompanies them, for developing children at this
period.

1*
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.- Teacherd who superintend, and other school directors, are
earnestly requested to see to it that more is done than idle
copying of the pictures. The whole work of the Guide is
not too much for the age and time for which it is ar-
ranged. With the hope that it may be as well received
aa the two series that have preceded it, the author submits
it to the teacher.



LETTER TO TEACHERS,

My pzir Famexnps, —

In sending cut this Third Menual, with the aceompany-
ing series of eards, the thought suggests itself, that many,
if not all, to whom it will go, muast have followed the course
throngh the two that have preceded it, and become accus-
tomed to the line of method and styls of expression, —
matters never sasy to communicate, and sspecially difffcnlt
through & written book addressed to strangers: so that
I am now able to feel that I am writing to those who know
me, even though the most of ws bave not personally met,

The patterns of this new series will sesm to have grown
suddenly difflenlt; and the instinct that makes me realize
your first feeling aboot themn prompts a few words of fur-
ther explanstion than that given in the Introduction.

If any among vou are still onable fo discover in youre
solves marked genius in drawing, and #o deapair of render-
ing much servics to your classes in the acquisition of skill
with grasshoppers and Aorses, tables and ships, I am most
heartily in sympsthy with you. It has seemed to ms to
constitute my peculiar fitness for my work with the author

¥



8 TEACHER"S GUIDE.

of this series that I had no uncommon abilities, though I
may perhaps credit mysell with having & more than com-
mon interest and carnestness in following out any plan
which promises to put children into possession of themselves
in & dirsction affording a0 great pleasure and prnﬁt.

Being, therefore, r-;preseuta.tive of the average teacher,
and being constantly mesociated with children’s clnases, and
with young ladies while in their first training for their
waork, I have teken care to select and reject subject-matter
and applisnces of method with reference to just soach con-
ditions as would obfain in many schoolrooms everywhere:
g0 I have made myself sure that the work is not beyond the
powers, nor foreign to the interests, of children, nor yet too
great in its demands opon teachers.

Tha nge of the Guide that I woull recommend iz, that
evary teacher should muke a careful stody of it, drawing her
self the patterns according to the instructions, and elaborat-
ing the suggestions; thua laking the full seope of the work
at its bast, and seeing the bearing of each item: she ean then
eaaily refresh her memory of its details by consulting it as
her clags come to the points. But few of the lessons are
fully written, for the reason that & mere concise putting is
more easily referved tn, and each teacher’s individuality
will call out individual pecoliarities in her class, VWhere
object-lessons are sugpgested, reference is had to a need that
I have met in my own schoola: it ie to be hoped that they
will not be passed over. It is unfair to judge of the skill
of a physician if his prescription ia not fully followed.
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