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WASHINGTON,

ABHINGTON ig o many respecls the most inderesting city in
Awmerica.  IL ia e Tavarite place oF Jilgrimage fur many
thousanda of ntelligent toursts, whao are adraeted from all parts of
the world by the beanty of ity tveets aud packs, the arelitectiornd
propurtiviis of its nussive sed vwoy publie boildiogs, the namerous
slaties mnd Bondeeds of wiher ebjeets Lhat fnlerest the trveler,

The subject of baving o terrcory wmler {he exelusive jurisadictivn :
of Congress was oue ol the firsh lo feceive the aliention of dle legis-
latora of the mew Republie, wnl (he estublishoment of o permanent
seat of ghvernment two years afler e fnn of goveroment was
sdopled Ly the nathes, wod one oF 1he nost imporanl aels of Coan-
greas o the enrly atages af Lhe conndry™s @ xlstenes, E

The Continental Congross opensl 195 Arst seasiom i Thiladel-
phia, Sept. Hth, 1774, but on arcoung of the advames nule by e
British Arney and other cowses later gn, it was eowpellod to keepup.
g peripatetic existence, moving fivim FPliilplelphis to Laltinnoreo,
thence bagk to Plhilwdelphin, to Frivgeton, M. J,, Annapolis, M.,
Trenton, K. I, and New Yok, whero 8 continnmed s place of merts
ing until the adoptioon of the Constitudion of ke Teaited Blates b 1758,

The struggle Toe the locatiom of the Xational Capital begun in Ly
Continenta] Comgress, wnd was only uboandoned Jiere to give place

. to graver matters which required the atention of that body, and to
‘avoid the Jocat rritntion raised Ly 1he subject, (hen thought to be o
perioug question to the 1ife of the Kow TRepulblie

Tu the first Federnl Congress the neatter wis ogain made the sub-
Jeot of serious Jebate. New York was determiined fo holid on o
what was then in her possession.  Ponnsylvania wis extremely de-
sirons of ha ving the seat of power within her territory; New Jersey,
Maryland and Vieginia ench wero eamer for the mele desired prize,

No less than twenly-fuir difforent sites wees proposed, amla |
number of cities offerad Inducoments I agrecing to transler their
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publie buildings, while the citizens of Baltimore subaceibed hirty
thousund pounds for the erection of necessary buildings there,

Finally & Wl passed the Hoose Sept, 220, 179, selecting Penn-
sylvanin ad the pluee for tho looation of a permanent Capsital.

Thia lel o bitler opposition on the pary of tie Southern aens-
bers lod by Mr. Modison, who wus suposed to express the views of
President Washigtot.

The Bill, hawever, sullersd delent on coming into the Benate, by
having ity consideration post pobed,

At tle pext sessivn of Congress the fisht became Tiotter (hen
ever, sl moty thought tie existence of the Union dependisd tjuon
ihe auljeel. '

Finally, an the §th of June, 1700, this vexed question was unex-
pectelly aml amieably seltlol, wnd Cougress recommeniled  ihe
sebection of o sile on the eustern or perthenstern bunk of the
1"otoiuae.

ITow this seltlement come abot will he geen Mfom the fultowing:

The Government waa eegaged indhe cllor to fund itg dehis; nnd
among the irwwblmeome propositions introwloecd was oue providing
thut the Gencral Govermuueut should assume the debls incarred by
1Teg several Stutos in currving vn tbe Revolutionuwry War, amounting
to F20,000,000.  This sucasuee wad wrged by the Noril, whigh lnd
furnished the greater poction of the wen omd weans, o the gronml
thot the expenditire Lol beens for the Teteht of ihe canntry asa
whobe, white Howas aapopuler ab thie Bouth beesuse it woenld increaso
their propection, ITamilboa feondd thal o carry (e measure would
reguire gome sanchern vobes; and in connection with Jefferson, who
wag greatly Inferested in having the Capital Jocwted i Virginia, or
A3 near as peesible, 1t was arconged 1hat e dter should induee the
Yirginin dolopation to vota fue the gsumption, wlhile Hamilton wos
to induce the Noew Yark delegation togive ap theie preference for
the Tocntion of the Capitsl ot the North.

The result wne tlut the W Jovatiog the Capitn] on the Potompe
pased on the Jith of Jily, and that foe the assuuption of the debls
on tho §th of Aveguat, 1790,

FPLAN OF THE {I1TY.
In 1777 there came tothis country, to serve in the war for inde-
pewdence, a Frenehonm by the none of Pierre O 10 Enfant. He was
an engineer by professiving and served nieder Count I Estaing, being
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severely wounded in the ssssull on SBavannah, Ha was afterward
employed by Congresa, and was mude a major of cugineers in 1783,

L'Enfant become acquoinlied with I'resident Wushinglon, and
wag selected by him to junke & pleny of the new Federal City, which
was afterwoard approved, and he was emiployed 1o superintend lia
execution, assisted by Awdrew Ellicott, a bright Pennsylvanian
who, wilh his brother, had establislied the town of Ellicott's Mills,
now a prosperous Lown en the main siow of ke B, & O, 15 miles
from Baltimore,

T’ Enfant’s plan met the full approval of Weshington and also
of Jefferson, 1lien Becretury of Blade, of whoto it was suid that “he
plmost monopolized the artistic taste mwod knowledge of ihe first
adminstration.”

Wushington desired that “the Capite!” should be located in the
centre of the clty, and the public buildings, more than o mile distant,
in the western pection, :

What Arst attracts the altention of atrangrera i the mnususl
width of the strecta snd nvenuwes, the former averaging from g0 to
130 feet and tho laller 160 foet, wlike tlwe side-wolks nro from 10 to
o feet wids,

A botier idew of this muay e oblninel by comparing the smount
of growmd oceupied by streets In other cities,  Tor joalauce, the
strect mren i Pogton i3 28 por cent, Philadelphia 29, Now York 33,
Berlin 20, Vienna 83, Puris 25, whils the area coversd by streets in
Washington is 34 per cont.

Tha City ie divided into rectongular squares by atrests ronning
east and west and pocth wnd suucl.  In additicn to thees s series of
broad avenuces are arrangel o intersect ench olher ut ilie Capitol,
like spokes at the hub of a wheel, while others eet at the White
Houae,

Btrongers find it very confusing, as these avenues cross the streets
dingonally, and for squarcs the atreet iz lost. A duplication of the
names of the strecis is another difleulty, It is well fo understand
the method of numbering. Commencing at the Capitol the strects
running north and south are designated by nuibers and those rap-
ning east and west by letters. Therefore we bave A, B and C, ete,,
north, and A, B and C, ele., south; 1at, 2d, 3d, ete., east, and st
24, 34, ete.; west. To phuplify ruatters, however, o system of be-
ginning each square with an additional 100 has been adopted, so






