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PREFACE

Tue object of this little book is w0 supply English
readers with concise biographies of French Mu-
sicians from Lully to the beginning of the gth
century {(a periodd covering abow 200 vears), res
flecting in some measurs the conditions and influ.
ences of the tmes in which they lived and worked.
Although not all were harn on French soil, I'rance
was so entirely the land of their adoption that they
must be reckoned among her musicians,

For detailed analvsis of their works, readers
are referred 1o the Suthors mentoned in the BiblL-

agraphy.
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JEAN BAPTISTE LETLAY
1632-1057

Jean  Baptiste Lullv,! Dorn an Duhan, left his
native land as a cluld and dentibed himself so
completely with  France and rench musie that
(guite apart from the legal formula of naturalis
ation) he must be reckoned a French musician.
Little is known of his family, and his enemies were
probably right in declaring that he was of humble
birth.  Lulli was a common name al that tine in
Florence.  In or near that ¢ty Jean Bapliste was
born (2gth November, 1632) and bapiised on the
same day, as was then customary, his parents
being one Lorenzo Lulli and Caterina del Sera his
wife,

Of his childhood we only know that he loved
music and that a monk of the Caordebiers (Grev
I He chongoed Lubli ineg Lully i Fravcee, prohsbiv ofter matioeadizn

Hom, and ol doeaments sigoad kv hie have this spelling,
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