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PREFACE

EW guestions have been more fundamental
in American higtory than those connected
with its territorial development, Bome of

the moet exciting debates that ever took place
in Congress were connected with this enbject.
In fact it will perbaps ultimutely be found
that nearly all the great political, moecial, in-
dosirial, and economic questions of our history
may be unified more perfecily by connecting
them with the fromtier and the territorial de-
velopment of the conntry than from any other
point of view. Professor Von Helst has made
us glmogt believe that the gronping should be
ground the guestion of slavery. However,
much may be said In favor of another view.

It may be found that elavery itself was only
an episode in the opening np of & aew country |

to habitation and civilization. Certainly elay-
ery only became a national question when it

became connected with the territorial issue, .

The admission of Missouri in 13204 was fuught”/
over o strennously becanse of the existence'
of a vast empire of unoceupied country. Other
illnstrations of a aimilar patare might be
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drawn from other periods of our national his-
tory, but space does not permit calling atten-
tion to them in this connection.

Now if we turn to other important questions
in our history we find even more conclugive
proofa of their close and intimate connection
 with the territorial problem. Nearly the

l.WthE of the contests concerning internal im-
| provements may be directly connected with

e territorial acquisitions. The recent annex.
ationg promise o lead to o new application of
this principle in the way of buoilding up g
great marine, and the construction of great
Inter-Ocesnic conals. Many phases of the

Aariff discussions may be fonnd to be directly
invelved in this subject, and jost at the pres-
ent moment the political campaign of the year
hingea in part on thia aspect of the guestion.
The money problem has always been to =2
greater or less degree eonnected with an east
and » woest, an old and a new section, a well-
gettled and a frontier region. But the frontier
has ever been advancing westward by the an-
nexation of new territory.

These suggestions are perhaps enongh to
arouse a further interest in this subject if
there be any need to incresse its intensity.
The real danger, if there be one, lies not in a
luck of interest, but in a failore to appreciate
its fundamental character. Precedents will be
cited without due investigation to determine
whether the cases are similar. Conclusions
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will be drawa from false or imperfect data.
Then if it be true that the very basis of all
American life may be said to be found in ita
territorial developmeni, does it aot become us
as American citizens to get as much light on
the gubject as poasible?

The following stuodies on the firet l:-mmuia-ﬁI
ries of the Unitad Btates, and then of the ori-!
gin of the National territory, and of ite devel-
opment by acquisition from time to time do
not claim to be & complete presentation of the
anbject. For the investigator who desirea to
go to the bottom of the idea, they will be of
valoe only a8 & eupgestion. They were not
. brepared primarily for such. They were made
with the high achool and lower classmen in
college in mind. It iz believed that these stud-
ies may be nsed either as a basls for work sup-
plemented by narrative texts, or they may
themaclves be made supplementary to the text
placed in the bands of the pupil. In this con-
nection I desire to make one suggestion to my
fellow feachers, or perhaps rather to ask them
a question. Do you believe it wise, and do you
congider it pedagogically sound, to go over the
work in the high schoel in the rame way and
from the same peint of view ar in the grodes?
Now, if the grade work bhas been from a nar-
rative text in whole or in the main, why not
vary the plan by using, very largely, source
extracte when the course is repeated in the
high schoola? The general reader has also



