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PREEFACGE.

Ox presenting bo the American publi, Tn & sompact form,
& full acconnt of the priucipal achievaments of thelr young
oommiryman, el Marphy, whilet abroed, it is fit that we
should give, in 88 few worda a3 roay be, & brief sketch of
his enteeedenta prigr to hie lata andden sod msfeerlike
sppedrance ameng the Iees Briliant luminarica of the Chesa
apher.

Mr. Panl Morphy, oo the paternsl side, is descended from
& Hpenjsh family—one of bis wbcestors having smigraied
from the lend which lept ita sid to Columbls's first dis-
eoverer, and bla father baving been horn at Charleston,
Bouth Carolina. This gentlaman having vontractad marriage
with o ludy of French origin, named Le Carpentior, resident
in Louisiana, Mr. Merphy pire appears subsequently to have
pettled in that State, and, on the 223d Jups, 1887, at New
Orleans, our hero, Paul Morphy, doubtless the most extrapr-
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v Preface.

dinary chees player of the present, and In al! probability of
aoy former age, first saw the light.

It does pot eppear thot In hls early infancy any unusual
precocity waa evioneed by young Puul; bdt it s0 boppened
that, when wot et pine yeard old, & selebrated cheas match
was conbeated ot Xew Odeans, hatween Mr. BEngene Tousseau,
of that city, and Mr. C. I Blanley, of New York, the resnlt
of which waa to decide the then ohess championship of the
Tnlted Btates. Om this ovenslon, iteo happened that Mr, Erneat
Morphy, Faul'a unole, acted in the copacity of second to the
fertoer gontleman, and heing o freguent visitor to the howsa
of his hrother (M. Faol Morphy's father), with whom, like-
wite, he was in the frequent bobit of playing chass, young
Panl, sseing and hearing ro much of that game, became sg
far interested in the subject ws b0 forin and express & wish
io b taught #he mowss.  This inkflatory step obes inken, the
rapld advances made by the ghild-student towerd proficiancy
in the theory and practice of the pawe, must havs been
positively sstounding ; aa gome two years afterward, we flod
bim contending, on evern termm with hiw wnoe, Mr. Ernest
Morphy, and Mr. Eugeae Rousscau, and but s few months
#ubsequently, beatling both thoss gentlemen ad tha rate of
ning gameas tp onal About this time, Mr. Lowenihel, the
great Hungarian player, oo passing through New Orleans,
encountered onr pouthful chess Hereules, and likewiss suf-
fared at hia hands, heving lost two egnd drawn one out of &
total of three gamea, Lo December of the same year, Mr.



Preface. v

Morphy appears to bava eéntered college at Bpring Hill,
Alabama, and baving graduated with some éclaf, left that
institation in 1836,

From this time, notwithethnding that be at once entared
updn his etudies for tha bar, our hers most have devobed
himaslf heart and soul to the cultivation of those talents
whigh, afreedy developed in et marked a manner, have sinee
made for bim a nama which will descond to posterity for all
titee, .

Aftar having, in the mbunwhile, met and conquered all
those gheas notabifitiea In the South aud West, with whom
oppoctunity offersd him the means to break s lanee, the
grand tournament of the Amerionn Cliess Congress, held at
Kew York in tha autumn of 1847, afferded en cccusion
whereby to tost bie powers aguinst the assembled repregen-
tatives of the gama from 2 majerity of the Btates in the
entive Union. To chroafele the feeuli of his nomerpns en-
counters, on the gecasion of his visit te New Yock, wouold be
mmply 10 recount Snccosfed Acirccly varied by a reverse.
Buffice it, therefore, to pay, that he carried off the Sret prize
at the Ametican Chess Congrasa, and that durlng his stay
hers he nrnears e have played some ninety odd games, of
which he lost no more than four or Ave. '

Ampng the players who thos suegumbed to Paul Morphy's
superior proweas, there aro many whose names are familiar
to all chesa readers, alike in Evrope and America, incloding
thosa of Louis Paulsen (the celebrated blindlold player),
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vi Preface.

Thagdere Lichtepheln, J. 'f].‘lﬂmll.‘lfm.r H. P. Montgomery, of
Philadelphia, George Hummond, of Boston, and C. H. Bian-
ley, for many years necounted the first chees player In the
United Btates : but of whom Panl Moerpby succeeded in win-
ning forr games and drawing one, in & match at the Pawe
and More, 0t which odida Mr. Morphy lkewlse offered to
contest & mateh apainat any other player in the Tnion,
From this period, Mr. Horphy sppears to have devoted
his attention, to & coneiderable extent, and with tho most
marked success, to the proctice of bladfold chess; as =
spegimnan of which, we would rafer tho reader to the ensuing
pages, wherein are recordad eight games, simoltanecosly
played by him In Paris, without sight of bosrd or men,
ageinst s similpr nomber of woll-knowt amoicnrs: Dot of
thesa eight gamas, Mr. Morphy won sir, the remaining s
being drawn, A similur feat was lhkewise pecformed by
Mr. Morphy at Birminghsm, befors (he British Chess Ango-
cistipn, whereinhe again ecored élx, lost oo, and drew one.
Indepetdentdy of the thece get matchee, ihe purticubars of
which, in gxfenso, We arg abouk to cecord, Mr. Morphy's sugs
gesses in Euvope, againoé sll comeres, have beca qulte s
complete 18 those lready roferred o ua obiained in this
country, In support of this asserlion, we wonld ataie that
we have before us g [t of ol contesta in which, up to a
given thme, be bad talen part in Paris. This Dat embraces o
total of one bundred and two gamed, and the net regult we find
to bo as follows: Won by Mr, Morphy 79, lost B, drawn 18,



