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PREFACE

CrAarrtes DupLey WARNER once said, “To teach a
child to read, and not to teach it what to read, is to put
& dangerous weapon into its hands."”

"There can be no doubt as to the truth of this state-
ment. Iligh schools now very generally have courses in
reading and literature ; but the great majority of pupils
never reach the high achool, and those who do bave
formed u taste for reading before that period, very often
 taste for resding that is decidedly bad, and only ocea-
sionally for that which is really cxcellent, so that in this
particular the work of the high school becomes largely
that of reformation, instead of formation, a very difficult
work that need not have been necessary.

This procedure utterly ignores the needs, so far as the
study of literature is concerned, of ninety per cent of the
pupils, and begins the work too late with the others. To
some extent desultory work is being done in many primary
and grammar schools, through the use of supplementary
readers ; but this cannot be very effective in forming a
taste for good reading, because the expense necessary to
provide a sufficiont amount and wariety of books will be
g0 great that few schools can meet it, and still fewer will.
Too often the supplementary readers used are intended
merely to furnish information. As the result of thia con-
dition of affairs, with the exception of here and there a
school, no effective effort is being made to create and
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4 FPREFACE

foster a taste for good literature in grades below the high
school. Much supplementary reading is being done, but
there seems to be no clearly defined plan, no definite end
aimed at.

This iz probably due to the faet that there has been no
series of readers well adapted to the carrying on of this
work., The compiler of this series has attempted to meet
this want. The selections ave carefully made and graded,
and are believed to be those suited to the age and matu-
rity of the pupils for whom they are intended. They are
sll good of their kind, and it is believed that the selection
of trashy matter on the one hand, or matter beyond the
comprehension of the pupils on the other, has been
avoided.

Each volume of the scrics bas been made with a defi-
nite purpose in view, and in each will appear a brief state-
ment in regard to the selections mude and the end aimed
at. There will be such notes and explanations as seem to
be necessary. This series can be used to oxcellent advan-
tage in teaching children how to read, but it should be
borne in mind that the primary purposc of the series is to
teach what to read, to create and foster & taste for good
literature ; therefore many selections for which room can-
not be found, will be suggested, to aid in directing the
out of school reading of the pupils. It is hoped that the
teachers will encourage pupils to form little hibraries of
their own. Many suggestions will be made that will aid
in such work.

The selections from Frank Dempster Sherman, Celia
Thaxter, and Phebe Cary are made by arrangement with,
and permission of, Houghton, Mifflin & Co., the author-
ized publishers of the writings of these authors.



TO THE READER

THE corapiler of this series believes that children should
be trained to read and love poetry at an early age. For
this reason the first book of the series has many selections
from the Mother Goose melodics, becanse of their perfect
thythm, which is the thing in poetry that first attracts
children. In the present volume are many pocms, most
of them simple, which children can easily be lad to love.

It is hoped that many of the poems will be committed
to memory. Thiz will do mueh to form literary taste,
and some one hag said that *the end of learning is to
read great books,”

It may be felt that some of the selections are difficult
pnd that new words are inlroduced too rapidly. Those
who have this feeling may introdnce the book higher in
the grades. It is the experiemce of the compiler that
children will acquire a reading vocabulary rapidly if
given a chance. When one remembers how soon children,
favorably circumstanced, acquire a speaking wvocabulary
with little or no assistance, it ought to snggest the possi-
bilities in acquiring a reading vovabulary.

It should be remembered also that strength and ability
to do any work essily and well come from practice, at
the outset from practicing that which is done neither
easily nor well.

" The compiler has noticed that teachers are too fond of
doing what may be termed “dealing with the finished
G



6 TO THE READER

product,” that is, having the children read that which
they can read well, to show what they can do, rather than
reading that which is difficult in order to learn to do such
reading. It is clear that neither plan should be followed
excluaively.

The reading lesson should be studied as well as any
other. Bight reading 1z good for a test exercise, but
there is something for the pupil to do in the way of
preparation in the reading lesson, and because this fact
is not gencrally recognized and the preparation insisted
upon, we get poorer results in reading than in any other
subject.

There must be intercst in the matter read, and the
experience of the compiler, extending over many years,
has shown that it is easier to arouse interest in matter
worth reading than in the mere twaddle with which =o
many readers have been largely made up; hence the
attempt to arrange in a series of books the selections
which have pleased and profited children in the ordinary
eourse of sehool work. The books are the outgrowth of
experience, not theory.
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