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REPORT.

T the Honorable Geneval Awsembly of the State of Rhode Jeland -

As required by Section & of Chapter 758 of the Public Laws, E pre-
sent the following report of the condilion of the steam railreads, also
the street railronda, orgacized or doing business under the laws of thie
State. : '

The law in relation to the tlme of ggking the annual retorns of the
several rosds to the Commisdicner, wed changed by the General Assem-
bly by act passed April 25, 1830, in ovder to correspond to the require-
menls of the United Stetes Intersiate Commerce Commission, and also
te be upiform with the laws of the sdjoining Stutes.

Tha statistics are made up from the refurne received, and are for the
year endivg Juna 50, 1851,

The list of accidents and all other matfer of the report is for the
year ending December 81, 1880,

The past year has been one of general prosperity to the majority of
the railrosds throoghout the United States. A general improvement
has gone on in rolling stock, road-beds, bridges, ete., while MANY Dew
roads have been opened. There are, however, some roads that have
been built or extended iv advanee of the needs of the sections through
which they pass, that have handly earned rubning expenses, while there
are others in some of the Western Siates which have been erippled by
ioo muoch legislative interference, particularly in fixing rates for pae-
sengers and freight. This has been carried to such an extent in some
cases us to require roads to transport freight for less than its actual
coet; the result has been that severel roads have gone into the hands
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of receivers, others have reduced their dividends very largely, and
others; still have passed their regolar dividends. In the case of one
road it showed an actual defleit (short of paylng cperating expenses
and fived charges) of §450,000. This iz made up by its business on
other parts of its system in other States, so that inatead of the people
of that State being taxed for tranaportation, the people of other Statea
adjoining bad to pay the $450,000 of deficit which bad been caused
by legislative action.

Anocther resolt of such reduging of rates by thoae who bave but little
praciieal knowledps of the business, has been to force the railroads to
negledt more or less thelr road-beds, bridges and rolling stock, spend-
ing s little Bs possible upon these items, whick has not been conducive
either to the convenicnce, eomfort ur safety of the iravelling poblic.

BRatea of trangportation of passengers and freight which might be
reagonebly remunerative in the Lbickly seifled regions of the Eastern
end Middle Statee are insufficicnt iu the Inrge ond comporatively thinly
gotiled States of the West apd North-West, bat many of the legislators
of those States think differently.

In this State the railrcads gencrelly have had a prosperous year and
arg in good condition, and yet thera are several amadl rosda that have
never paid a dividend to the origingl stockholders, and there ia but
little prospect that tbey will for spme yoars to come.

STATISTICS.

There sre in this State [ifteen Rallroad Corporations; six of these,
however, are leaeed to or operated by other corporations. 'Lhe eapital
stock is $49,969,560. Miles of trnek, 269. They own 503 locomo-
tives, 922 passenger train cars and 11,672 freight cars. These ligures
slwow an increase of $1,714,720 in capital stock, 14 locomotives, 46
freight cars, and o decrease of 40 in paessenger train cars.

The funded debt of these roads nmounts to $84,225,925, floating
debt $1,488,864.85, making a total indebtedness of #35,659,789.85;
an increase of indebledness over last report of $70,550.25.
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The mumber of passengera carried was 35,808,421, an incresse of
1,390,591, 'The wumber of tons of merchandise transported was
8,608,853, an increass of 473,578 tons. Every road reports an in-
crease in number of passengers carried except the New York & New
England, which shows a8 decrease of 22,044, Four roads show a
- decréase in freight, viz: the Providenco & Springfleld, 9,125 tons;
Narraganeeit Fier, 7,497 tons; Wood River Branch, 173 tons; Fall
River, Warren & Providenca, 3,738 tons.

The total reée.ipl& from all sourees were $18,916,128.77; expendi-
tures, $16,218,564.60; net earnings, ¥2.697,4564.17. Itoresse in re-
ceipte, $%80,657,29; in cxpendituores, $729,071.86; in pet carnings,
$201,3586.58,

The returna made by the companies for the year snding June 30,
15840, show that & passengers were killed, snd 3 injored ; that
10 employees wera killed and 12 in)ured; that 1 person was killed and
8 injured at grade crossings ; thet15 persons were killed while walking
on or crossing the track and 4 injored. These Sgures show an increase
of 8 in passengers killed and 1 in pesseogers {njured ; the number of
employees killed wes the same as during the previcus year, and the
number infared 22 less, The sumber of persons killed while walking
on the track was 4 less, and the number injured 2 less; ab grade cross-
ings the number killed was 8 Ices and the pumber injured 5 less.

Thera are flve street railways; three operaled by horsed, one by
electrio motors, and one by cable, They buve T7} miles of track, with
a paid op cnpital of §2,122,100; they own 1,309 horses, 16 motor or
grip cars snd 381 other tars, Thia is an ioereasc io capital atock of
$323,100; in horees, 220 in ears, 5. Their funded debt is §59,000;

floating debt, $114,651.50; total indchtedncss, $178.881.50. The
receipts were $1,002,151.89 ; expenditures, §814,495.72 ; net earnings,
§187,638,17. An increase in receipts of $77,940.43; in expenditures
of $60,900,.54; in net earnings of §17,089.89. These roads all report
an excess of receipls over expenditures except the Newport Street
Railway Co. which shows a deficit of $2,365.32.
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The nomber of passengers carried was 19,562,631, an increase of
1,728,764, The Union Railroad Company of Providence sbows an
increase of 461,907 passengers, nctwifhat&nd_iug'thn fact” that the
Cable Tramway Co. was in operation for the last slx months of the
year and carried 778,931 passengers.

There was one passenger killad and six injored ; and one person was-
fatally injured by attempting to cross the track in front of a grip car
of the Cable Tramway Co. The swall nomber of pazsengers killed or
injured by these street railways which carried over nineteen and one-
half miilions of passengers, speaks well for the care exercized in their
management,

GRADE CHOSSINGS.

The returns from the several railroad companies show 284 grade
arossings in the State; this is nineteen more than were reported
last * year, thoogh there hms not been a single new grede cross-
tng established this year. The disérepaney arises from the cape- -
leaanese with which some of the retoroe are made up, 85 one road thie
year reports seventeen more erossings than it did ion {fs return for the
previous year. When the attention of ite olivers was called to the dis-
crepancy they mesertod that the returns thia j’eaf were right and that
the mistake was in the previcos returns. In eddition to regelar high-
way grade erossinge there are nomerous farm end privste crossings,
driftways, ¢te., which ere only slighily less dapgerous thao highway
" cropsings. There are far too many grade crossings; as ao example,
on one toad, efghl and one-half miles long, there are fourteen highway
erossiogs, eight farm erossinge, und one crosaiog to a public cemetery.

Any attempt, however, to do away with a grade crossing is at once
met with opposilion on the part of those who mre personally accom-
modated by its use, or who fear that the value of their property may
be injored by its abolishment. '

The legialatures of many of the Slates have adopted mensures for
the gradoal removal of existing grade croesings, and the preveation of
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any new ones except in cases where it seems almost impossible to build
the road without them.

At its lsst session the Legielature of Messachusetie passed * an act
to promote the sholition of grads crossinge,” which provides among
other things that whevever the anthorities of a city or town or the
directors of & railrosd eompany deslre to do away with & grade cross-
ing, sabatituting therefor & bridge, & commiasion of three persons shall
be appuinted by the superior eourt who ghall exsmioe into the cuse and
if said commission shall deeids that the proposed alterations ¢F are
neeessary for the security and convenieuce of the pablie, 1t shall pre-
scribe the manper and limils within which such slteratione shall be
made, and shall determine which periy shall do the work, or shall ap-
pottion the work to be done between the railroad companica sod the
city or town. The railroad compeanies shall pay atxty-five per centiumn
of the total cost of the alterations, incloding in soch cost the cost of
the hearing and the compensation of the commissioners and auditors
for their serviges, aod all dumeges s and the seid commission shall
apportion the remaining thirty-five per centom of paid cost between
the Commonwenlth and the city or fown in which the croasings are
situsted ; prowvided, however, that oot more than ten per centum of such
coat shall be spportioned to such city or town; provided, further, that
the Commonwealth shall not be charged any part of the expenses of
aholishing grade crossingy which ure established after the passage of
this aot,”” .

The sct further provides thal the amoart 1o be paid by the Common-
waalth shall not execed five hundred thousand doliars in any one year,
and the total amonnt appm;ﬁt’iatud ahall not exceed five million dollars.

The State of Connecticut some seven years ago passed an act forbid-
ding any railroad to locate or constract a railrosd across any higliwa}',
turnpike or street, at grade, except by the direction of the railroad
commissioners, and they are pot to.gzive such direction execept for
special ressone to be placed upon their records. It alec provided that
no new highway or new portion of & highway should be constructed
across u railroad at grade, but shounld pass over or under the same.
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One-half the expense of constructing eaid crossing to be borne by the
railroad compaoy and one-half by the town, city or borough which con-
structs such highway or portion of a highway.

At ite last session it psssed sn act providing for the gradual doing
away of existing grade crossings. The first two sections of this aet
are a8 follows :

Bec. 1. The relectmen of sny town, the mayor and common connetl of ALY
city, the warden and burgesses of any horongh within which & highway crosses
or is crossed by a railrowd, or the directors of uny railrond company whosa road
croeges ot i34 eroseed by a bhigbhway, may bring their politien io writlog to ihe
HRailroad Commissloners, theveln alleglng that publie safeiy requives an alter-
ation in such croesing, ite approaches, the method of ecrossing, the location of
the highway or croseing, the closing of a highway crorsing and the substitution
of another therefor, aot at geade, of the removal of olebractions o the sight at
auch croming, and prayisg that the suma muy be ordersd ; whereapon the Rail-
road Commiseionees shall appoist & time and place Tor hearing bha petition. and
shall give such notlce thereof as Lhey Jodge reazopable to suld pelitlover, the
ruilroad compony, the manicipalities in which such erogsing is situated, and to
the gwners of the lued adjeiniog aueh orossing wod adjoiming thet par of the
highwuay Lo be ehanged in geade ; and after such nolice and hearing, sald Com-
miasioners eball determine what aiterations, chaoges, or removals, if any, shall
be mede and by whom dona ; uoql i the aforessid petitton is brought by the
directors of soy railroad company, of in behall of any rni'l.maﬂ epmpany, thoey
ghall order Ihe expenss of euch siterations of Temovals, incloding the
damages Lo any person whose Iand is taken, and the speeial damages which the
oweet of any land sadjoining the publie highway ahall sustain by resson of any
change in the grade of sach highway, in consequence of any change, alteration,
or removal ordered onder the gothority of this ect, $0 be paid by the railroad
company owning of operating the raileoad in 'whnﬂs Lebalf the petition is
broaght, and in erse seid petition ia brought by the seleetmen of any town, tha
mayor and common counci]l of sy eily, or Wi warden and burgesses of any
borough, they moy, if the highway affected by asid delerminalion was in exist-
ence whun the raticoad was coostructed over It al grade, or if the layout of the
highway was changed for the benefit of the railroad wfter the layout of the rail-
road, order an amount not exceeding one quariar of the whole expense of such
alteration, change, or removal, including tha damages as aforesaid, to be paid by
the town, cily, or borough in whose bebalf the petition ia brought, and the




