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PREFACE.

Y articles have been writlen
on book dedications, notably the
ome in DPlsracli's Curiosiriss

or Lirerarure ; and the lote My, Huth
= printed privately an inferesting and
valuable volume (edited by Mr. W. C.
Haslit), in which a large number of
dedications and prefaces are reproduced |
but I belicve that the presemt is the
first instance of a book being entively
devoted o the history of this topic
In the following pages I have at-
tempted to trace the subject through its
three phases. Im tis first stage dedi-
cations are Seem as the spomiancous
expression of an author's love and
respect for kis  friend or las patron.
In the secomd we travel through lhose
years when all sense of shame was
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absent from the mind of the author,
who sold kis praises to the highest bidder.
In the third we come back to a con-
dition of things resembling the first, for
at the present day the dedication is
only wsed by an author who wishes to
associale kis book with some friend, as
the patron has ceased to exist, Many
of our great authors, from Shakespeave
downtvards, ave included im the list of
dedicators, and I have tried o give
spectmens of the work of most of them.
Diryden and  Joknson stand oul from
this class, the former as a pleader for
patvonage for himself in terms quile
unwortly of so gveat a man, and the
latter as the dignified spokesman of
obkers, and not as a beggav for himself.

Althouph some of the examples will
be familiar to all readers, many are
Jfrom less Enown sources, and these will,
T hope, give a certain freshness to the
quotations as a whole, There is, Row-
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ever, a delicate flavour of antiguity and a
certain guaint charm in the old print
of the books from which many of the
dedications have been drvawn that seems
to depart when the same sentences are
printed in modern type, and we are apt
somelimes fo wonder what @ was that
we originally admired. The bonguet has
Jled while we were in the act of removing
the cork from the Bottle.

If my kind friend the reader will
in fancy replace the blurved type—if ke
will put himself in the place of those
who lived in another age than ours, and
kad Lttle or wnothing in common with
modern fines of thought, ke will the
better be able to appreciate the value of
my gatherings, and he will too, I hope,
be ready to ackwowledge the cdatm 1
kave ventuved to set up, that this volume
wnll be the means of throwing some
hght om a not wnimportant chapler of
literary history.
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INTRODUCTION.
SBASHIONS in litersture, like fashions

in dress, are constantly changmg,
and the volumes that now issue
fmm the press differ greatly in form from the
books published in the last century, but in
no one particular are they more unlike than
in the absence of dedications.

Few desires can be more natoral than that
of an authorto link the name of a friend of
patron with the work of his own mind. When
this end only is aimed at and it is carried
out with taste and feeling, the result must
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