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INTRODUCTION.

No people in the world are more ambitious than
Americans, yet how many of us do not realize that the
gurest way to true success is to look beyond our
own little world und broaden our lives by judicious
reading. The right kind of reading furnishes a liberal
and practical educstion and confers inestimable advan-
tages upon the reader. Even if one reads simply for
entertainment, the greatest amount of pleasore may be
derived from the world’s famons books rather than from
inferior hooks. S

“* Readers are not aware of the fuct,” writes Carlyle,
“but a fact it is of daily incressing magnitude, and
alroady of terrible importsnce to readers, that their
firat grand necessity in reading is to be vigilautly, con-
seientionsly select.” Ruskin divides all books into two
clasees, *“ the books of the hour and the books of all
time,” and the grent question as Frederick Harrison
puts it ia this : ** What are the books that in our little
remnant of reading time it is most vital for ns to
know?” The answer is in Halph Waldo Emerson’s
concize, authoritative essay on * Books,” which we
have the pleasure to reprint in full as it originally ap-
peared in “ The Atlantic Mounthly.” The advice on
reading by 8ir John Lubbock, one of the groatest liter-
ury anthorities in the world, is aleo included.

It is thought eminently fitting to add the sentiments
of other great authors ** In Praise of Books,” because
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6 INTRODUCTION,

many of these were inspired by the same famous books
which Emerson and Lubbock recommend. The pur-
pose of this little book is to stimulate book-lovers and
provide a guide to the best literature. Blank pages
are added at the end for recording book comment, ete.
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