THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE
FREE
PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOL
IN ILLINOIS TO 1860



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649304431

The development of the free public high school in Illinois to 1860 by Paul E. Belting

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



PAUL E. BELTING

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE
FREE
PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOL
IN ILLINOIS TO 1860

ﬁTrieste






Ghe
Development

OF THE

Free Public High School

IN ILLINCIS TO 1860

By
PAUL E. BELTING
Submitted in Partiel Fulfillnent of the Requirements for the Degree of
Docter Philosophy, in the Faculty of Philosophy,
Celumbia University

1919

Published by
ILLINOIS STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY JOURMNAL

Springfield
1919



R
ScHUNErr & Banxe:, PRINTERS

SppixcrELp, Lo,
1950,

24147—100



ACENOWLEDGMENTS.

The author iz under obligations fo Dr. Paul Monroe for
suggesting the subject investigated and the interpretation of
facts as well as a critieal reading of the manuseript; to Dr. W.
H. Kilpatriek for helpful suggestions; to Dr. AL K. Trabue for
a careful reading of the entire manuseript; to Dr. 1. L. Kandel
for helpful eriticism; and to his wife For assistance in the
preparation of the material.

The anthor is especially indebted to the county clorks of
the older Illincis eounties for permitiing the use of old
records; to the New York Public Library for the use of doc-
amentary material; to the Mereantile Library in St Louis for
the use of the J. M. Peck collection of newspapers; to Mrs.
Jessie Palmer Weber and her assistants of the Illinois State
Historieal Library for kindness and conrtesy shown in making
available all the resources of the State Historieal Library; and
to the Illinois Historieal Society for the publieation of the
disgertation.

P.E B.

L2UUIH Y






THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE HIGH SCHOOL IN

ILLINOIS.

CONTENTS.

Parr I—Tue AcabEMY.

CHAPTEE. PAGE.
I. Historieal Background—

Migration aud Settlement; the Northwest Ordi-

WANCES ... R o e e e 7
II. Early Edueation in Illinois—

Tndividual and Isolated Attempts to Establish

BehoolS . uusvvresonessnmamnsmisrarsrraassan 15
IIT. Administrative Organization and Support... .. 27
IV. Religions Influence—

Catholic; Baptist; Methodist; Preshyterian;

Congregational ..o 41
V. Some Internal Features—
Admission; Tuition; Subjects of Study; Ex-
AMIEEIONE | o oo e ainsvoa s daed s i san sl 57
VI. Manual Lahor Aspect—
Origin; Philosophy; Examples; Later Influence 77
Parr II—Tue Compox ScHOOL,
VII. The Apprenticeship System—

Teatures; Indenture Records; Relation to

SIRVEEY 0 o o 45 i el R S 90
VIIL The Pree School Law of 1825—

Pro-slavery Struggle; Provisions; Authorship;
Inflnence of Jefferson ; Free School Distriets;
Annullmeni—Support of Common  Schools
AFEarwards ... .evereriraniiaiiaaae nairsans 96



CHAPTER.

.

CONTENTS—Concluded.

The Movement of 1836— .. ... ... ..c..oiinn..

Political Platforms; Survey of the State; Me-
morials; Proposal for Normal Schools—Teach-
ers—Wages.

Some Agencies that Aided in the Development
and Fstablishment of the Common School— ..

Leaders; Literary Agencies; Institutions; Con-
ventions.

The Free School Law of 18556— . .. ... ... ......

Defeat of Free Schools in the Constitutional Con-
vention; Provisions; Attitnde Toward Free
Sehools.

The Beginnings and the Characteristies of the
Free Public High School by 1860—. ... .. ..

Gradation; Reorganization of ﬁmd'\mms, H1gh
Sechools Bubjeets of Study; Admission to High
Sehool; Taxation; Publie School Boards.

The Establishment of the Free Publie High
Behpol— sunvvcmmniisiamiamiviasn s sil

Township High Schools; School Districts Under
Special Charter; School Distriets Established
by General Law Legal Decisions.

A Summary of Some Earlier Influences Affeeting
Later Development and Practice............

Summary and Conelnsion.....................

120

141

. 155

174



CHAPTER 1.

Historican Backcrouxp,

Migration and Settlement.

Ilinois was first organized as a county of the State of
Virginia in 1778, The legislatnre of the mother state gave
the territory the name of Illinois, appeinted Joln Todd the
first lientenant governor to take charge of its civil and mili-
tary affaivs hut ceded the territory te the confederation in
1784, In 1804, Tllinciz was organized as a separate territory
with Ninian Edwards, Chief Justice of Kentucky, the
governor, appeinted by President Madison,  This office Mr.
Eidwards held until he was clected to the United States Senate
in 1818, at which fime Illinois became n state populated by
emigrants from the older states.

Migration from the eastern to the western siates has
usnally followed the parallels of latitude.  Tllineis 18 an ex-
cellent example of such a tendeney, The State iz ahbout fonr
hundred miles in length, and the parallel: which bonnd it en
the north and south include between them the Atlantic States
from New Hampshire to North Carolina, Northern Hlinois,
therefore, was settled by people from Massachusetts andd
other New Iingland and eastern states, while southern Illinois
zot its population from Virginia and the Sounth.

The sonthern half of the state with the river and timber
areas was settled first,  The pioneer hunter was driven farther
inland by a second class, the small farmer, who, in turn, bad
to advanee before the large land-owner whose purpese was to
cultivate the land, build a home for a big family, and become a
permanent resident of the country.

From Kentucky, Tennessee and Virginia came the more
enlightened class of southerners, among whom were such lead-
ers as Reynolds, Edwards and Coles.  These men
possessed great political wisdom and legal talent often rising
to positions of importance and prominence in the State and



