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and it seems certain that a, Ell‘lil].uf grent cities must grow
up in its path, swelling. thé volume of trade and travel
to dimensions whlcll bﬁ{ﬁe: all present estimate.

Need _qf.‘ -_Q '_Raumad to the Pocific.

The uecessity for railroad communication with the
Pacific hag Been folt ever since the gold discoveries drew
thither Tars'a umbers of active people The yield of bullion
has s#bndﬂy increased, and gives sigos of still greater expan-

ot when increased fauht} of communication will have ren-
ﬂﬂrea mining industcy more stuble and profitable. Thus far
anl_l, the richest veios eould be worked at a profit, by reason
of the very coatly freights upon all the machivery and sub-
sistence used in extracting the ores. Hereafter many mines
will be put within the limit of profitable working; while
the Asiatic market for precious metals is inappeasable.

The United States Commissioner of Mining Statisties
gives the following eatimate of the yicld of precious metals
from the Pacific States and territories :

1851, e e e e e e 843,301,000 1HEL, L oueiseiiniiens 963,450,000
1862, Lo 49,370,000 188N, .. ........ . 10,000,000
1863, 52,500,000 1866, ., . ...... ... ... 100,000,000

"For the past year the product is estimated to be dis-
tributed thus :

California, ..ouvuennnn. §$25,000,000 Jdebo, ..... P $17,000,000
Oregon and Washington, 8000000 Nevada, .. 16,060,000
Montana,....oeavarnis 18,000,000 Colorede, Utsh, &e..... 17.000,000

In eighteen years, the Pacific States have contributed no
less than a thousand millions of geld and silver to the store
of the world’s treasure, and the annual yield is vow reck-
oned at upwards of a hundred millions. This is a constant
and immense addition to our material wealth—one of our
greatest national resources, Already Oregon and California
are sending us also the produce of their fields, vineyards and
fisheries, and give indications of supporting an immense
population.
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when they might have a good and easy road through their own
territory. Independently, therefore, of the great material de-
velopment which must follow the construction of a railroad
to the Pacifie, the people demanded it because it would be
an additionsl bond of union to its distant parts, make its
people more homogeneous, end enable the Government to
preserve order and concord throughout its Western domain.
The people ou the Pacific coust are drawn from the Eust,
and sre atill bound by the strongest ties to the Atlantic
States. Itis notalone the key which is to unlock the moun-
toin stoves of treasure, but alse to open wide the gates of
trade nnd comfort—the way to home and relatives. It is to
bring them within from four to six days of the places they
knew in their youth. 1Eisto banish s twenty-two days’ ocean
voyage, with its Isthmus fevers and ite shipboard discom-
torts, and to mark a peried of deliverance to the people of
the Pacific coast, who are practically further away from us
pnow than are the people of interior Europe.
The aid of the Government was, therefore, properly invoked
to put the scheme within the compass of eorporate eoter-
prise.

Legislative dction on the Scheme.

The iden of a railrond te the Pacifie has been a favorite
theme for speculation for years, and had beeo nrged upon
the attention of the government by commercial and political
conventions at intervals since 1844, .

The first practical step towards building a reilroad across
the Continent was the introduction of a bill into the United
States Senate by Colonel Benton, in February, 1548, pro-
viding for the location and construetion of a Central National
Road from the Mississippi River to the Pacific Ocenn—to be
an iron railway whare pructicable—and providing for the
application of the larger portion of the proceeds of sales of
public lands to defray the expevse. The terms of the-pro-
posal show that a yery inadequate iden of the future great-
ness of the Far West was then eotertained; but even this






