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PREFATORY NOTE,

If it be praiseworthy in their descendants to erect moBuments in
honor of the illustrions dead, and to perpetuate 1n history the fives and
acts of those who gave shape to the past and encouragewent to the
futurs, surely 1t will not be deewed inapproprtate to gather up the
fragmentary memories of towns onee vital and influential within our
borders, but now coversd with the wantle of decay, without suscession,
and wholly silent amad the volecs of the presant,

Againat the miassmatic influences of the swamps, Spanish perils, the
hostility of the Aborigines, and the poverty and sometimes narrow
mindedoess of the Trost, did the Colonists grievously strugele in as-
serting their dol.u!u'mn aver the notamed lands from the Bavannah to
the Alatamaha. Nothine indicttes zo surely the viclssitwles and the

" myistakes encountered during that priwal peried of development, a2 the

Deap Towxs ov Geoware.  From eseh evtues in turn the whisper
of bope, the sound of the battle with oacwes for hife and comfort, the
sad strain of disappointment, and then the silenee of vothinguness,

OF the chosen seats and charactoristios of the primitive peoples who
inhabited this territory prior to the advent of the luropean we have
elsawhere spoken.*

OF the indieations of a toreign cceapancy antedating the colonization
under Oglethorpe, such, for example, as those ohserved by DeBrahwt
an Dewetrius' island, and o few othens which might be mentioned,—
we refrain from writing, becanse the theories explanatory of their origin,
possession, and abandonment, are =0 nebulous as to seem ineapable of
satisfactory solution.

In oparrating the teaditions sod grouping the alimost obsolete memo-
ries of these dessrted villages we have endeavored to.revive them, as
far a3 practicable, in the language of those to whom we are indebted
for their transmission. Cuanves € Jowes, Jr,

Avausta, Geowors, Febroary 1st, 1575

* = Antiguities of tlhe Sonthorn Indinne, Inrm'niaﬂy of the Georgls Triles,”  Now
York, 197

1 Hintory of the Provines of Georgis, pp. 20, 3 Woerneloe, 1843,
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