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This Boeciety has been started in order to render neces-
sible to students the rieh stores of the earliest Buddhist
liternture now lying nnedited and practically unused in the
various MSS. seattered throughount the Universily and
other Public Libraries of Europe.

The bistorical importance of these Texts ecan scarcely he
expegerated, either in respeet of their value for the history
of folk-love, or of religion, or of langnage. It is already
eertain that they were all put info their present form within
a very limited period, probably extending to less than a
century and a half (about n.c. 400-250). For that period
they have preserved for us a record, quite uncontaminated
by filtration through any European mind, of the every-day
beliefs and enstoms of & people nearly related to ourselves,
Just as they were passing throngh the first stages of civiliza-
tion.  They ave our best authorities for the early history of
that interesting syetem of religion so nearly allied to some
of the lotest speenlations among ourselves, and which has
infloenced so powerfully, and for so long o time, g0 great
a portion of the human race—the system of religion whielt
we now call Buddhism. The saered books of the ewdy
Buddhists have preserved to us the gole record of the only
religions movement in the world’s history which hears nny
close resemblance to emrly Christianity. In the history
of speech they contain unimpenchable evidence of a stage



