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INTRODUCTION T0 THE LEAFLETS.

6. Bome of the seluctions are especially adapted to responsive and chorus
cless-reading.

7. The lyrical poems ean be sung to soma familiar tunes,

8. The sketch which will be found with each series may serve ny the founda-
tion for essaya on the asthor’s life and works

9. The illustrations may be ewnployed ws subjects for langiage lessons, thus
eoltivating the powers of observation and expression,

All these methads combined may be male to give pleasure to the pupils’
friends, and make it feasible to entertain them oftener than ie now the custom,
anid will ereate st the same time an interest in the school and a sympathy with
the author whose works are the subjects of atudy.

The foregoing is by no means & necessary ordur, and téachers will vary from
it ns their own appreciation of the intellience of their pupils and the interest
of the exervise shall suggest. The object to be kept in view is, pleasantly to
introeduse the works of oor best aothors to growing minds, and then to develop
a taste for the best in literaturs, so that the world of books may become an no-
failing soorce of inspiration and dulight. J. E B
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LEAFLETS FROM STANDARD AUTHORS.

—p o

HOLMES.

OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES.

Ix December, 1878, tha publishery of the ** Atantic Monthly ** eclebrated
the seventieth year of Dr. Cliver Weandell Holmes, by giving a breakfast in
his honor and inviting to it many who had been associated with Lim in his
literary life. The breakfast was net given on his birthday., That wae the
29th of Auvgnst. There §s an old almanac of the year 18089 which belonged
to Dr. Holmes's father, the Rev. Dr. Abiel Holmes, who was mioister of the
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OLIVER WENDELL BOLMES.

First Chureh in Canflridze; against the date of Angust 2%, there was wrie
ten gon b In those days blotting paper was not wsed, but on every desk
stood n pepper-box of sand, and to dry the ink one sprinkled aand upon the
freshly written lines. On these foor letters which told more than seventy
years ago that a child wag born to the Cswbridge minister, one can estill see
the aliining prains of sand which never have been rubbed off. If you hold
the paper in the lizht the sand sparkles. When the paper of that old alma-
nac shall have crumbled to dost, the Bttle grains of sand, if they coold be
preserved, would still sparkls in the sun.

That is much like the lasting brightness of Dr. Holmes's poetry and prose,
The people who gathered about the breakinst table to honor the poet laugled
merrily over the witty things that wevs said there ; their lips trembled, too,
over the touches of pathos, for humor and pathos follow cach other as sun-
shine and cloud; they both epring from feeling, and the charm of D, Holmes's
writing i3 in the guickness with which e smiles with those whe smile, and
weops with those who weep.  He is qoick, teo, to respond with indignation
at wrong and with applause at what ie Lieroic and honest.

The house 1:.n whivh D'r. Holmss was born stood i Cawlridge, near the
Gymaasinm and the Law Sehool of Harvard University, Here, in the carly
days of the War for Independence, was the headguarters of General Arte-
s Ward and of the Commitiee of SBafety, aud tradition says that on the
steps of the house stood President Langdon of Harvard College and prived
for the men who holted there & moment as they marched to throw up in-
trenchiments on Bunker Hill on the night of June 16, 1775, Ddr. Holmes's
father carried forwar] the fame of the house when he wrote there Lis * Amer-
ican Annals,' (he first gareful recornl of American history written after the
war, and there Dy, Holmes himself, when & young man, wrote the etireing
linea ** (Md Tronsidea.”®  Ho left the old house long singe, and now lives in
Boston, by the side of Charles River; but every once in a while he has gone
Lack in memory and imagination to the old house, and bas written both verse
anid pross in ite honor. At the amd of his pleasant account of the old hovse
in the ' Poot at the Breakfast Table,' Le writes: ©] do not know what
special gifts have been granted or denled me ; bot this I know, that [ am like
s0 many others of my fellow-creatures, that when 1 smile, I feel as if they
must; when I ery I think thele eyes fill; and it alwaye seems o me that when
T am most tvaly myscli 1 come neareet to them and. am eureet of being lis-
teneil to by the Lrothers and sigters of the larger family into which T wae burn
80 leng ago.’!  The old bowse was torn down in 1884,

Dr. Iolmes began early to wike the lauglter and smiles of others. Just
after ke liad left collepe he wrote ** The Spectra Pig,' ¢ The Dorcliester
Giant,"’ * Evening, by n Tailor,” and other of his amusing poems. He
wrote alse at that time his tender lines on ' The Cambridge Churchyard "
and other lyrics; bue the galety of youth sparkled in almost all of lis work
at that tine.  He was not an idler. Taking up Grst tlee study of law, e soon
clanged it for that of medicine, und then was appointed o professor of medi-
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