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THE HERNE BAY, HAMPTON, AND RECULVER
OYSTER FISHERY COMPANT.

Evmence taken on cath in the Committee of the House
of Lords, April 15 and 20, 1866, on the Bills pro-
moted by the Whitatable and the Herne Bay &c,
Fishery Companies, with an sxplanatory introduction
and notes, ]

Bo many facts snd opinions of much intereat to the
shareholders were elicited in the Committee of the House
of Lords to which were referred the Bille promoted in the
present session by the Company and the Whitstable Com-
pany, that it has been considersd expedient to print, for
the information of the sharsholders, all the evidence of
any importance to them which waa given on cath befors
the Committea, with some necessary explanations,

In order that the statementa in thiz pamphlet should
be altogether accurate, application was mads for informa-
tion on many points to the Company's energetic Secretary,
and it is due to that Gentleman to acknowledge the value
of his most candid and obliging explanations on every
matter on which enquiry was made, It s also fitting that
the shareholders should know that the Becretary was thus
giving effact to the wishes of the Board.

It will be obeerved that some of the evidence against
the Company was given with a boldnesa of asmertion
which had to be corrected by cross-examination; but
although for the sske of avoiding needless length sorie
evidence relating to the Whitstable Company and the
evidence on some questions on manerial rights, which were
rather vaguely raised by the Ecclesinstical Commissioners,
are omitted, care has been taken not to leave oul a single
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statement which was intended t0 be prejudicial to the
Herne Bay Company.

““The Divectors are evidently antions that overy shara.
kolder should be fully and aceurately informed as to the con-
dition and prespects of the Company's property snd affairs,
and not the less ao bacause of their convietion that the more
rigid the investigation to which the Herne Bay Fishery is
subjected—so that the scrutiny be honest and not deliber-
ately prejndiced—the more satisfactory to the shareholders -
will be its resulte.

The lust partiamentary contest between the Whitatable
Company and the Herpe Bay Company related ohiefly to a
piece of ground helow low water mark, which each Com-
peny desired to secure as an addition to ifs own oyster
grounds.

In order that the relative position of the two Com-
paniss may be understood, it is nsoesssry to go back to
titnes past.

The Whitetable Clompany are a moat ancient body of
“free fishers and dredgers,” who, from father to son, have
catried on the business of att oyster flshery during (it is
probable), & period of at leawt 2,000 years. It was about
A.D. 80, that Juline Agriccla fimt exported oysters from the
neighbourhood of the Reculvere to Rome, and for the an-
coators of the Whitatable fiee dredgers, Rome was during
ahout thres centuries their Billingegate. It is therefore
likely that they are the oldest known bmeitiess firm in the
waorld, and they ate entitled to the respect which in our
srietocratio country we gladly pay to sncient lineage.

They are not only * free dredgers,” but they are fair
dredgers, and whatever may be the rivalry between the
two Companies, the Herne Bay Company need have no fear
that the members of the Whitetable Company will forfeit
their good repute by acting otherwise than as honest
neighbours. It will not be the fault of the Herne Bay
Company if the two Companies are not pood fidends.

After the lapse of many centuries, the Whitatabls
Uompany wers in the year 1798 incorporated by an Act of
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Parliatent, under which they purchased their fishery,
which before that time they had rented of the Lord of the
mator,

The Whitatabla fishery lieg on the sonthern side of the
éstuary of the Thames, eastward of the Isle of Sheppey
and where tha waters of the Medway and the Swals flow
into the sea,

In order to the fattening of the best oywiers, the soil
on which they Iie must be of a particular character,
and the water that oovers them muet be nsither fresh nor
mlt, but 8 dua admirture of the two. The Whitstable
fishery has the requisite advantapes of both moil and
water, and the great superiority of Y Whitatable natives™
over almoet all other cysters is mainly owing to these
advantages.

The members of the Whitstable Company are a fine
body of nearly 400 men, bronght up from their youth to
the business of their fishery, but alt their intelligence
and industry wonld be thrown away, if the ecil of their
oyster prounds were mere mud or moving sand, and
the water which flows over them were unmixed sea
water.

Careful culture of their oyeter beds ix of cotrse one
of the requisites for the production of firat-rate oysters,
and it iz not improbable that it is owing to great care in
vnltivation that the * Whitstable natives” have of late
yeurs surpassed in popularity the old favourite * Mitton
oyeters,” which were formerly heard of among * the cries
of London,” and which wers fattened on oyster bede near
to the Whitatable grounds.

The extent of the Whitatable fishery is somewhers
between two and three square miles. Like other large
oyster grounds, its quality varies in different parts; soma
parta being more fit for breeding oyuters than for fatten-
ing them, but & great part being better adapted for
fattening,

" Eastward of the Whitstable fishery, and stretching for
neveral miles along the coast of Kent, ara ntberﬂgmlmds,
B
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many parts of which, in the quality of the soil and of the
water, possess much the same advantages as the Whitatable
grounds, The chief if not the only advantage over these
which the Whitstable grounds possess, is that a natural bank
of boulders and shingle, still called Whitatable * Btreet,"—
& name evidently of Roman origin; * via strafe lapidibus "—
runs out into the sea &t the eastern end of the grounds,
and ae a breakwater gives some protection o the shal-
lower parts of the gronnds, which is not enjoyed by the
shallower parts of the mora easiwardly grounds.

Northward and eastward of the Whitatable grounds
and including these ¢astern grounds is a large extent of
“flate,” probebly about 60 equare miles, on which the
“gpat " of oysters falla.

All the true * Native” oyeters sold in Englend have
been, and still are, with the exception of a few from the
Northern Essiex coast, obtained from these “Flats” But
of these 60 square miles of " Flate,” about 29 square miles
only are good natural oyster beds adapied for breeding,
and the Herne Bay Clompany's fishery includes six of
these 29 square miles, ond according te the best evidence,
the portion by far the most prolific of * spat ® and * brood,”
of the whole of the “ Flats."

The oyster goes throngh the zeveral stages of “spat,”
throod,” © half_wmu “ yeare,” and “ oysber."

The “spat” or gpawn s emitted from the oyeter in
immense quantitiea. Mr, Frank Buckland kas sscertained
that 800,000 epat can be produced by a single oyster,
Other observers, perhape not 8o accurate, have estimated the
number at 1,500,000, end soms have gone o high as
3,000,000,

But much and long eontinued scientifically accurate ob-
servation is needed, in order that we may srrive at some-
thing like certainty about the propagation of the oyster.
All the kmown fisheries on the coasts of the United ngdom
seem to have been maneged on the “rule of thamb ™ prin
ciple—* what father did, I does,” gives the clue to thel'r
management,
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' All the evidenca given by the free dredgers leaves the
same impression on the mind—that the witnesses chserved
what was forced on their observation and nothing more; that
fifty years' experience left o man ae ignorant of every-
thing beyond what was palpable to his sight and tonch as he
probably was when he had been only five years in the
business; and that he consequently had the undefinable
horror of * ecience,” which his forefathers had of magio.
Like uneducated men, ke thought that whatever was new
to him must be nonsense.

He can tell you that there is *a good spat,” or “a
henvy spat” in the estuary of the Thames about once in
every seven or eight years, but what are the conditions
(except a warm season) on which it i dependent, he avi-
dently neither Imows nor ecares to know. It ie probable
that Mr, Frank Buckland is the first person interssted in
oyster-culture, who, duoring the 2,000 years of the Whit-
stable fishery, took the paing to ascertain the specifie
gravity and the temperature of the water opposite to
‘Whitstable and opposite to Horne Bay, which be found to
be on the same moming exactly the same—1:024 and
Bee. :

Bo far a8 can be learned at present, the spat floata in
the water for a time, and if it be not carried out to sea nor
Killed by cold nor ewallowsd by fish, it falls to the bottom
in order to anchor iteelf there for life. If it falla on mud
it perishes at cnce, if on weed it periehes with the weed,
But if it falls on & clean bottom of * culch™—broken
ghells, small stones and the like—it adheres to the hard
substance and there grows,

The Herne Bay Company, in imitation of their neigh-
boure, are preparing their grounda for the reception ot
spat by dlearing them from weeds, and parta of their
grounde as beds for fattening oysters by aleo laying on
them a eurface of oulch.

They have thua already cleared about five squara milea
for spat, of which abou! one square mile is oocupied by
the fattening beds which are already culched.



Portions of the flata have natura! beda on which the
epat falle and thrives.

When it hes sirived at the *brood"” etage or at a
more advanced stage it can be dredged up from the flats
and removed to other grounds better adapted for
fattening,

Before the Herne Bay Gnmpau_ya Act was paseed,
parts of what are now their grounds were open (o the
public a8 common grounds from which any persons might
dredge up brood, &c., st their pleasure, and from them the
Whitstable Company got a great quantity of the f.-yateré
which they fattened on their own grounds.

The Act of 1864 which gave to the Herne Bay Company
exclusive rights overparta of these eastern grounds, of coursa
deprived the Whitstable Company of the opportunity of
dredging up brood, &e., there, and, ad waa to be expected,
the Whitstable Compary mopt strennously, though in
vain, oppoged the application to Parllamert for the Act.
The Whitstable Company applied to Parlisment in the
seesions of 1865 and 1866, for an exteneion of their fishery,
but in each case without attaining their object.

It ia to be hoped that their money will be betier
employed heronfter.

The Company's oyster grounds extend from west o
east about seven milea slong the coast of Herne Bay and
northwardly about one mile and & half into the bay and
their total area e about aine square miles,

Of this area sbout one third (three squars miles) lying
between high and low water mark is “ foreahore.”

Mr, Plummer, the ateward and solicitor of the Whit-
stable Company, saysin hie evidence, “the pronnd between
high and low water mazk is valuclows in the oyster
fishery. Itis necessary that it should be covered with
water;” and, #0 far s regards the foreshore in its mers
natural state, his evidence is in this respect accurate.

The western portion of the Company’s grounds is in
the Manor of Swaleclifle, of which Ear] Cowper is the
Lord. The manor comprises aleo groumd beyond the



