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Entered necording o the net of Congrees, n the year
1935, by Hoaun & TEauraoN, b the cherk's office of
e dintrist courl of the emreim district of Panreylvanin

arwriyped by dotwm Fages . FallaSolpli.
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Pezu.rs there is no word in cur language
which so many different mesnings are attach-
od as the word Geererwan. Buame parsons
limit ita application to that clask of men whosa
peconiary ciccitnetaness raisa them above the
necessity of attending to any business in order
to procure the meang of gobaistence. Others
reatrict the term to the membera of certain par-
ticular families, whose fithers or grandfithers
wWere, of were enpprsed to ba, pentlemen-—howr
thege lsst mevticned persons became gentle-
wmen, being, meanwhile, a matter of oncertain-
ty. Othars eall those, and those oaly, gentle-
men, who ere profuse in the expesditore of
money, and practise all manner of gentlemnns
ly vioes. Others, again—>but thers would ba
oo end to the sk of enumemting the different
mesntogs of this evary-day word, They nroza
variona'es the caprices of fashion, and ne change=
ahla naibe politica of' & modern patriot.

Btill, amidst oll this variety and uncertaiuty,
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there is an ides which the common sense of
the people of this pation has sttached to tha
word—an assemblage of traits which all will
unite in asctibing to the genuine eharacter—so
that thera iz somethinge ditinetive and definite
in the term which we have adopied for the title
of this volume—THaE AMERICAN (FENTLEMAR.
The term ceonet be defined in o few worde
or the characters described ina fow sentences
It comprises many and varicus merits; much
that ia noble sfter the fashion of nature’s no-
bility ; much that & manly, in the mascoline
gense of the wond; much thet is worthy, even
according to Lhe highast standard of worth. Toe
develop folly the beau idesl of en American
genilemarn, one should write whole voluwes of
sound merality, ard whole treatises of that gen-
pine politeness which hez s foundstion in
kindness of heart and purpoge. To present a
model for cur counlrymen, we have only 4o
rafer to our own Washington, who united the
dignity and the polish with the geauine excel-
lence and elevation of soul which mark the tros
gentieman, He needed no palent from the hand
of royalty. He was knighted by a nobler hand
than Bayard'a Ho was stemped by the touch




