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PREFACE

Tre writer of the following pages, whoee contents ap-
peared in a eeriea of lettors to The Spriegfeld Bepublican,
lays no claim to having prepared a guide-book, a histery,
or an exhaostive treatise. Ilo has aimed to deal fairly,
and in a representative way, with Mexico a8 slie 18] to ex-
Libit the country, the climate, the people, theie politics,
their lifo, and the palional ocotlook, exastly s they all
united to impross an unprejodiced observor from the Tuited
States, The decp haman intercsts, the probloms of soclety
end goverament, the conditions tlint surround business, the
poseibilitics for the railroads, the charms of ecenery and
phoses of 3 romamtic and atcient civilization—these are
all treated from the standpoint of Awmeriean citizenship,
If the result shall happily bo to give the reader n more in-
telligent. conceplion of our sonthern sister repuldic, and to
invoko patienes and charity in jodging of the questions
that mast long vox the statesmanship of Mexico, the pur-
pose of this little volume will have been alundantly ac-
complished.

The anthor wishes te ackaowledpe his special obliga-
tion to Frederia R. Guernsey, of the city of Mexico,

Broowermen, Mags,
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CHAPTER 1.

FEOM NEW YTORE TO MEXICO,

1

Feod Clieago to the cily of Mexico
t.'nntln;:;;lm]rﬂrmd licz an iron roadway aboot three thoo-
sand miles long, Iie eristence illustrates
somcthing of what bas been acermplished in developing
the resources of the United States since Hamuel Duwles
made his ttip “ Across the Continent ™ with Bchoyler Colfax
in 1885 Thon ths Union Padific road was just beginning
to feel its plonecr way towards the setting sun and into
the comparutively unknown West, It was a vasl nationsl
enterprise, tho great work of peaca to follow the war,
whoze progrese wes a marvel ; and the undertaking chained
the attention of the contiment. DBut the longing with
which the advauee of quick transit wgs then looked for
ean never b paralleled in the Thited Btates, and the con-

trast with to-day is most impressive,

Now railways net the country like the web of an indus-
trious apider. The Northern Pacifie, the Union and Ceo-
tral Pacific, the Southern Pacific, and the Atlantic and Pa-
cific roads are in operation—cach with connecting lines
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that slach tha coontry in all directions——and Canada, slso,
has ber transcontinental rallway. To all these must be
added this link between the neighboring North American
republics, an achiovement which contribntes much to the
gloty of Doaton as & flnancial contre.

The citizen of some less favered spot may on oceasion
Indalge in good-homored millery over that provineialism
which ia so characteristic of the ITub of the Universe; but
be will not forget at the same time that the conservatiam of
State Street has made it & reservoir of capital upon which
the growing and often presumptocosly intelorant West haa
mado the mest liberal drafts. And the new West lias not
yet worn out its weleome, or vleibly lowered the supply of
the wherewithal noeeded to batld railveads and to found and
develop cities and cotinties and states. The influence of
Toaton is something to be proud of on the material side,
o less than are those literary and social features that will
g0 without any new reheazsal here,  Her capitalists pushed
forward tha Chicago, Borlington, and Quincy, the Atebi-
eon, Topeke, and Santa Fo, and the Mexican Central rmil-
roade, which form the roote ovor which the land toarist
reachos Mexico, Onr peneral obeervation is further illos-
trated by the fact that Doston men sre aleo loading spirits
in the manegement of the Northern Pagific, the Union Pa-
gifie, and the Oregen Navigation Company, In fact, capital
from the chief eity of Massachosetts goes far aficld now,
as it need to croee the ecae in tho East Indisn and China
and Bouth American trede, and it adventures still uoder
traiacd and able pilote and coptaioe.
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IL

For the Easlerner the West includes
Clicago, jnat as it nsed to do, but such a
viow only maks the ™ freshness™ of him
who bolds it Tlincis is the old West now, the seat of
comparativel ¥ ancient civilizalion, distant only & day and a
night from New York; and membership in the old eet-
tlers’ amsociation entitles ooe to the same vencration that
yoang people paid to the eorsivors of the Kevolotion be-
fore the civil war gave ns & new and greater poneration of
heroen.

Bat this lespast city of the West impresses one still
with more of promiss than felfilment, setonishing ss her
growth bas been. It is the fashion among newspapers to
caril af Chicago, but the Teung glant of the prairies is
only in the first flush of youlh—tho very dawn of mighty
manhood. There will be method angd solidity in the de-
velopment of the city from this point, in proof of which
one can look at the grouping of the magnificent pnbiic
buildiogs that wili, after a time, ba nowhere surprssed in
the Unien, In her residencos Clicago has come to Jead
all the Americon cities, with possibly the exception of
‘Waghington. Her rich men have built many palaces,
some of them most offessively pretentious, but the pre-
vailing architeetnre iz not nnattractive, and much of it ia
distinetly meritoriens, The best hooses are conetructed
for 8 fotare, though the descendanta of the builders may
not occupy them; and gramite, marble, brown, gray, and
green stone, and brick are piled up in wany splendid forms
The variety of architecture employed marks a satisfactory
advanee over New York conventionalism, and the prim
brown-stone front that stands stily op to its neighbor

Chlcogo and fis At-
moephers.
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ia going oot of fashion, Tho new honses are set in the
midst of grasa plots, and each has heen given a pleasing
individuality and indepondance,

Wa begin to find In Chicago a charga of sir—that the
young men zre at the front.  The leaders of fifty snd sixty
years old aro accustomed to step aside and let younger
hande bear the burden of the lead. It is & division of
labor that youth applauds, and by such withdrawals some-
thing is ¢oncoded to the newd for the conservation of hu-
man Jife which 18 so univorsally Ipnored in American soci-
cty. The thrill, the push, the resistless vigor of an intense
first ontponring of envigy mark overy enterprise, and make
up the very atinosplere of busings, Neo peed horo to re-
peat that weary Eastern plaint—{ira the young man a
chance! 1IMia ia the power hy tight of poblic demand in
tho West,

111,
In going to Mexico we cat across IIH-
fandom Noles f nois, Missouri, and Kamsss, cross the

southeastern covner of Celorado, pase

down through the ¢entre of New Mexico, and touch the
extreme western tip of Texas at El Paso. Then we run
down ovor tho table-lands of Mexico, With good conneo-
tionn the city of Mexico is distant a week from New Yorlk.
¥From Chieage to Esnsae City consames from 1230
r.u. uutil 8 o m of the following day. Journoying over
the Chicago, Burlington, and Quiney Railroad one is not
overwhelmed with admiration for what is exlibited by tha
way. Even in Illinois tho newness is cheap and even pain-
ful-—the cLutches and school-houses are all after the same
ngly modela—yet the villages and cities aro entitled to full
respect B8 picneer work, and they are impressive as the
sure evidences of an entablished prosperity that is rearing
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its own enduringy monuments, The best is crade enongh
At present—Dickens told of it all not very untraly in hia
** American Notes "-~but, withal, the outlook is grand be-
yond words when we look forward to the time when this
heart of the continent shall boat with full lifs, and feem
with the vitality of perfect maturity.

Down from Kansas City the Atehison, Topeka, and Santa
Fé rosd rolls aut one thoosand and fifty miles to the Texan
border. An hour between traina sdmits of a trip in the
cable cars op and down the abrupt biufs that guily that
most western eity of Missourl, where oune hundred thou-
sand poople have been packed inte m spot adapted for ten
thonsand. The coble aystem spposrs to work porfectly,
and the people are accammedated for the present; but in
time economy and convenience will barneas electricity to
this local problen.  Already the Daft eystem is doing &
work moch liko this in Baltimore, for the infancy of elec-
trical development ia about over. ’

The ride from Xansaa City tn El Paso, Texes, occo-
pica from Wednesday ab 10,40 s, 40 3 e, on Friday.
Throngh Kaneas there is displayed a beantiful panorama
of cultivated farms, end & commanity life that is onmis-
takably from New England. It ie worth while to notice
the universal reign of the local newspaper throogh this re-
gion that is attracting rathor more than its whare of set-
tlers. Tho Lawrence Journal, Topeka Capifal, Emporia
News, and Dodgs City Globe—theso are a few of the dai-
lies that appear along the way, and each Lamlet is proud
of ita weckly trumpet of fame. These shects ara full of
the local eolor, for home-deings furnish their chigf featnre.
The editor understands his mission so well that none need
tell him in what the peimary office of the Lome journal
congista—he seea and fills it with intelligence and induostry.



