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INTRODUCTION.

e

T am led to print these fragments of my Father's
Fournal by the reflection that time gives some value
to contemporary impressions, lkowever skight, of
great kistorical events, and that secial intercourse
with mien who have left a name in arts or lelters is
never wholly devord of interest,  The author of these
pages, writien sevenly years age, withou! the least
zdea of publication, either then or afterwards, found
hemself in Austria during the most memorable and
brilliant of the campaigns of NAPOLEON., He saw
the great congueror on the morrow of Austerlitz;
ke kad the good foriune to be iniroduced to HAVDN,
to be present when BEETHOVEN conducted * Fidelio]
to kear HUMBOLDT relate his travels and FICHTE
lecture on his philosoply, and to wmeet a great number
of persons wortly of note al @ time when the Con-
tinent was iought to be entively closed against
English travellers.  Perlaps this ciraonsionce may
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whick encircled the travellers on every side, I think
the narrative acquires some inlerest.

Shortly after his veturn to England, Dr. REEVE
settled as a physician tn the city of Novwich, and
wrarried there. He continued to devole Rimself witl
encrgy and intelligence to his professional pursuils
and duties, and ke was elected a physician to the
Norfolkand Norwich Hospital; but his health failed,
and just as e had entered upon his thivty fifth year
an insidious ovganic disease terminated his life.
He died at his father's house at Hadleigh on Sep-
fember 27, 1814, .

It wonld not become me fo attempt fo retrace the
claracter of a paven! whom & 15 my misforiune not
to have Fnown; but I may veniure lo borrow fhe
concluding words of an address delivered on October
6, 1814, fo the Philosophical Society of Norwich by
Mr. WiLL1aM TAYLOR, the aquthor of the * Survey
of German Poetry, in memory of a friend to
whome ke was warmly attached — Dr. REEVE'S
wmind shed a Hght egually the reverse of obscurity
and of splendour ; neither flashy nor intermittent ;
wilkichk cleared without dazsling; day, rather than sun-
shine ; a steady serenity aiming less gt effect than at
truth. No form of personal character is so difficult to
delineats with precision as one where there was kardly
anything of excess or defect, and where & natural
proportionate value was set on the luxuries, on the
affections, on the virtues, on the falents.,  Sir JOSHUA



