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PREFATORY NOTE.

Ax sspiring amatenr actor onee asked & cclebrated
dramstie eritie, " What did you think of the perform-
snce of our elub?™ And the ernel critic is said to bave
answered, slowly and with a slight drawl, “I should
hardly have called it a clob; it seamed to me more liks
a collection of sticks.™

At another privats porformance, it was either Garrick
or Eean who exclaimed involuntarily, * Thera is an act-
or,” when the fociman of the plsy presented a letter—
and it turned out that, none of the amatenrs being will-
ing to accept 8o small a pard, a professional * utility man ™
badl been engaged from the theatrs. The player was
probebly not the equal of his noble and gentle sssoci-
ates in intelligence or in edueation, but he knew his bus-
inese. And it was his business—for them it waa ouly
amnsement. Yot many of them were donbtless told, and
some of them perhaps beliaved, that they had omly to
desire snocess on the stage to find it within their grasp.
They believed, in short, that they could be aetors if
they chose; in truth, they were only amatears. Cbarles
Lamb raports Coleridge as having said: * There ia an
infinity of trick in all that Shakspere wrote: 1 could
write like Bhakspers if I had s mind.” And Lamb adds



