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PREFACE.

Tue following work upon the Ulster Awskening needs no
preface from me, nor can [ pretend to add anything to its
worth; but my friend, Dr. Weir, having asked me to
write a few lines, I thought it my duty to comply. So
great a work of grace ought to be known by its contempo-
raries, and to be chronicled for future generations.

When God displays His power and love by saving
multitudes, He ealls &ll the world te examine His work
and to adore His goodness, 'This book is wanted becaunse
no connected narrative of these transactions hns yet ap-
peared: and its suthor has various qualifications which -
may recommend it to his readers. He belongs to that
Christian body in Ulster, in the congregations of which
God has chiefly displayed Hm grace, He is a native of
the province, was for some ]'EB-I.'EI- the pastor of a church
within it, loves its penpla, feela deep interest in their
spiritual progress, is acquamt"éd with ‘many of their minis-
ters, has wisited the places wllmh liave been blessed, and
has conversed with numbers. w]i-:: have witnessed the
remarkable scenea which he has described. On the other
hand, as & minister of Christ in London, he has doubtless,
while rejoicing in the happimess of Ulster, not forgotten
the welfare of England,
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Having myself visited some of these towns in Ulster,
where I saw something of this great work, and baving
 read much about it, I rejoice to know that God has
““ drawn * some thousands to Jesus, who are now mani-
festing, by all the “fruits of the Spirit,” the reality of
their conversion, Converts in every part of Ulster have
a simple faith in Jesus, love God for His “ unspeakable
gift,” love the Saviour for redeeming and saving them,
love each other as brethren, and feel great compassion
for the unsaved. They prize the means of grace, flock
eagerly to the house of God, industriously use the Sabbath,
love the Bible, delight in prayer, sbound in praise, dread
sin, and do their duty, Thankful, and full of hope, they
have entered on the road to heaven; and are an invaluable
addition to the company of Christ's servants, who will,
with their ministers, labour to promote the glory of their
Master, the trinmph of the Gospel, the conversion of the
unconverted, and the happinesa of all around them.

May the reading of this book lead many to work and
pray for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit npon England ;
and may God specdily bless ocur efforts and sccomplish
our prayers,

B. W, NOEL.

30, Weersovnye Tenmace,
Hrow Pasg, W.
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PART L

THE ORIGIN, EARLY HIBTORY, AND FROGREES OF THE
AWAEENING.

(HAPTER L
INTRODUTTORT.

As o native of the provinee of Ulster, long familisr with ita peopls,
end as one who was a minister for thirteen years of that branch of
the Church of Scotland, which, more than two centuries ago, was
planted among those who settied as colonists in the North of Ireland,
I ventare to awk the sttention, and to claim the confidence, of my
readers. I shall endeavour to lay before them the leading facts and
features of that Ulster Revival which is still arresting general
sttention, and which has provoked much severs animadversion on the
one hand, ss well a elivited bailowed joy and devout thanksgivings
on the other.

I write us & flrm believer in the truth of Christianity, and this,
both in respect to its great facts, and ite distinguishing dootrines.
1 esponse and hold fast the views common to Evangelial and
Protestant Christians; and while differing with many of them op
queations of church government and diseipline, I am emphatically
ong with them in fuith and sympathy, on all points essemtinl to
life and salvation. I believe that Christianity, rightly interprated,
teaches firet, that man is guilty before God; and that, in order to
deliver him from the everlasting penalties of his gin, there has been
provided for bim & Saviour, trusting in whose atoning sacrifice and
perfect righteousness, & man in * jostified ” before God, he in freely
forgiven, and he becomes, by adoption and grece, a member of
Christ, & child of God, and an heir of the kingdom of heaven,
Becondly, I believe that Christianity tenches the entive corraption
and moral helplessness of human nstore, in oonsequence of the

B
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Fall; and that it also reveals s remedy for this, in a supersatoral
Agent and sgency. In other wonds, [ hold that the Holy Ghest, the
third person of the Blessed Trinity, is the “* Lord and Giver of life;"
that He imparts, sostains, end consummates this spiritoal life in
sccordance with the Father's elornal purpose, and throogh the
mediation of Jesus Christ. This Bpirit, therefore, quickens those who
by natore ere “dend in trespasses and sing” and also “ereates
anew unto good works,” those who are * very far gone from original
righteonsness: "' so that thus the sinner saved, in pot only * justified
by feith,” and “has pesce with God throngh our Lord Jesus Christ,”
but he is also sanctified by * the wushing of regeneration and the
renewing of the Holy Ghost."

This Holy Bpirit, moreover, I ragard, as operating apon the intellect
in its spiritual ezlightenment on the conscience in waking it up as a
faithful witness and accuser, o a8 1o lead to the conviction of guiit,
and of rebellion before God ; snd ectiog also upon the affections so us
to turn them towerds Christ {already trusted in), as their magnet
and their eynosure, as the one object of the heart's suprems regard,
And while 1 believe that Baptism end the Lord's Supper sre most
eloquently expremsive ordinances, the one, of the grace of the Holy
Bpirit in eleansing the heart from its filthiness, and the other, of
the body and blood of w crucified Bavicur,—and while I believe also
that these are something move than mers signs, that, to all who be-
lievingly receive them, thay are also seals of Divine favour, and are
thoe the piedges and amurances of eternal life,—yet I do earvestly
reject that Rirvalistic theory, which teachea that ex aperd operats
Baptism, ddministered by pricetly hands, i regenerniion ; and that
the Eucharist is & renl sacrifice offered on an eltar, " impetratory "
in it character, and emsentinl to the application of that blood of
atonement which was offered on Calvary * onoe for all”

Finally, T hold that the Holy Spirit is the sole author of a reli-
gious Ravivel, end this by the inetrumentality of seriplural iruid,
Revelation, I regard as completed, in the Canon of the Old and New
Testament Seriptures, 1 reject all pretensions to new revelations,
wnder the names of Bwedenborgienism, Mormonism, * and unwritten
tradition ;" and wleo these mistaken epplications of Uld Testament
prophecies, which have been mid, by a very fow persons, to find
their folfilment, in the alleged * prophecies,” or * visions" and
“aleops” (or * dreams™), of “ young men and maidens " in Ulster,
Moreover, with regard to cases of physisal agitations and persons
# gtrock down,"—umuch a8 L have mysell seen,—while treating of thess
affections more fully afterwards, I wish now (o express my convie-
tion, that as an eminent philesopher, the Hev, Dr. M'Cosh, regards
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them, these are but *the physiclogical aocidents ” of the Rovivel in
Ulster. He saye, “I de pot form my belief that it is & genuine worlk,
on the bodily manifestations ;" for * this wonld be as contrary to Borip-
ture an to science, Soripture sets no value on * bodily exercise;’ and
nowhere points to any hodily effect whatever as u proof or test of the
presence of the Bpirit of God.” And from three weeks® elose and con-
etant personal obeervation and ingniries over the greater part of Ulster,
Ican also heartily, and with a good vonscience, accord with De. M'Cosh,
when he adds: * Nor have I ever heard any one who takes an en-
lightened interest in this work, ever appealing to this evidence,”

By every believer in DMvine Revelation, I shall be permitted to
speak of the fruits of this Revival as including not only secial results
. and a great moral reformation, bat alse those spiritual fruite which
ere indicated by a holy apostle (Gel. v. 22.), aod which, if Christ-
ianity be a reality, are the primary and essential results of the
presence and in-dwelling of the Holy 8pirit. T know that many
persons speak of ¥ Christian experfonce™ with peorn, and consider the
language employed with regard to it, aven though it be soriptural,
81 “gonventionalism end cant® Bot, notwithstandieg this, and
cheerfully admitting that there is often s wee made of soriptere
terms, which, es Foster indicates, iz a stumbling-block te ' men
of taste,"—vyet still it is never fo be forgotien that the New
Testement does apeak of & Divine and supernatoral change a8 * con-
version,” 28 “ turning to the Lovd,” as being " born agein,” a8
receiving the gospel; “not in word only, bot in power and in the
Holy Ohost, and with much sssurance ” of *love, joy, meekness,
gentlenese, long-suffering, goodoess, faith;" as well as of * joy and
peace in believing,” of *abounding in hope through the power of
the Haly Ghost," and *singing and making melody in cur hearts to
the Lord," of ¥ praying in the Holy Ghoat," of & * lifs of faith in the
Bon of God,"” and of *holiness without which no man shall sea the
Lord.” 1If, therefore, our tests, when applied in dus time, shall bring
out illustrations of all these spiritual exercises, end graces, in con-
nection with the movement in Ireland,—then we mey logically and
fairly claim, that witheut controversy und withoot scorn, its Divine
origin shall be at once admitted by every one, who would not clasa
himeelf amongst these who virtually reject the inspiration of the
Bible, and who freat the language of Christ and his apostles, as
well aa the recorded exporience of the early Church, as the jargan
of imposture, or the ravings of fanatical folly.*

= # Christinn expericnes may be regarded ss penuine—1st, When it sccords

with the Bevelation of God's mind and will, or whab he hes revesled in his

Word. Anything comleary to this, howerer plmsing, canoot be sound, or
B2
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We do not, then, expect sympathy with cor views and feelings
from those who adopt and maintain ritoalistic and sacramentarien
views ou the ome hand, nor from the sceptic end unbeliever on the
other. But from ull wko wre willing that the Ulster Awakening
should be tried by what prophete have taught ue to expect in the
Inst days, by what began to be realized on the day of Pentecost,
we do eleim a candid cousiderntion of those facts, and those serip-
tural “ fruits,” which, in ell truthfulness of statement, and bonssty
of purpose, we shall in subseguent chapters place before tiem,

CHAPTER II

The Mcdel and Conditions of & Genunive Hevivel —FPentecost and the
Churoh—Periodical Qntpourings of the Spirit-—Historieal Jlustrations of
EBevivals—Bishop Mellvains ul Ovio, end the Clster Awakeniog,

Revivay, strietly spesking, implies that spiritval life is already
possessod. And just am the fading flower, the drooping plant, the
parched cereals, by tha gentle shower and the gladsome sunshine,
are resuscitated into fresh life—so, by the fresh communications of his
heavenly grace, tho Holy Ghost restores from & languishing con-
dition thet inner life which he bad previcusly bestowed. But, aas
eommanly underatood, Revival means not only the enlargement and
advancement of the work of grmce in the regensrate, but the
impartation, by the guickening Bpirit, of a divize life to those
hitherto dead in trespasses and sing

It was thus that Christianity itself, was ushered in by s mighty
outpouring of the 8pirit of God, in connection with the preaching of
the Gospel,—not by the Gospel without the Bpirit, nor by the Bpirit
without the Word, nor yet by tho gifts of tonguoes, olherwise as
attestations of the divinity of the work, and especially ae essential
to the universal proclamation of the truth by its appeinted heralds
The apostles, anid those with them whe were already Christ's true
disciples, were commanded to tarry at Jerusalem till they shoold
receive * the promise of the Father,” und * power from on high."
They were taught that, witbout the promised Spirit, they roust
}demd by Diivive Agency, 2ud. When ite fendency i to promote homility
n us; ihat experience w ich produces humility io s, and sobdues pride,
mast ba good. Jed, When it tesches s b0 bear with cthers, und to do
them good. 4th. Wher it operstes o #s to excile us to be ardent i cur
devotion, and sincere in our regerd to Ged. A powerful experfence of the
Divioe favour will lead o to scknowledge the same, and to manifest our grati.
tode by constant praise and geaulns piely.""—Buek's Theefogpical Dictionary
by Henderron,




