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L
HOW ARE YOU GOING ABOUT IT?

Axp have [ lived in the world till my hairs are
grey, without picking up & thought that may be
useful to 8 Sunday school teacher? Surely not,
Have 1 nothing to say that will lighten his
spirit, encourage his heart, strengthen his hand,
quicken his foot, or incresse his zeal in the
enterprize he has undertaken? Oh, yes, I hope
so! If a small seed will produce a large tree,
a single feather turn a scale, and a mere spark
kindle a conflagration, why should I fear that
an old man's words, coming warm from his
heart, will be altogether worthlesa?

Putting it down as an axiom, as [ do, that ng

B
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well-meant endeavor to be useful, prudently
and zealously persevered in, Is ever made alio-
gether in vuin, I feel a confidence which is as
a cordial to me. Think not, because time has
sprinkled a litile snow on my head, that T am
weak-minded and peevish; but rather give me
credit for energy and good temper, as well as
for sincerity and uprightness of intention.
Kindly feelings, one towsrds another, are of
great value; try then to think as favorably of
me as I think of you:—

Though his hair may be scattered and grey,
And the strength of hibs monhood depart;
Though the shadows of thooght o'er bis temples may stray,
Yt nffection, and zeal, us he wends on his way,
May be strong [o 2o old man's heart,

Experience, among many other things, has
told and taught me this, that in pareusnce of the
most landable objects, the mind stands in need
of en oceasional stimulus; the affections of the
heart require t0 be excited and called forth
A striking example, a well-timed reprocf, a
word of encouregement and christian counsel,
often impart 1o us an increased zeal, & doubled
diligenee, and a new principle of action.

If experience has told me this, most likely
it has taught you something of the seme kind,
young &8 some of you are in comparisen of the
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years I have numbered. There have been
times, perhaps, when going to and attending
your classes, you have felt hesvy, uninterested,
out of spirits, disappointed, and ready to say,
“ What is the use of my being a Bunday school
teacher 7" Now it is just in such moments as
these that T want to etep in with my homble
hints. When yom feel strong; when your
school prospers, and your scholars are grateful ;
when yon are listening to seme eloquent speech,
or reading somg talented essey, wherein Bunday
school teachers are spoken well of; when the
sun shines on your heads and in your hearts,
I will trust you for going on perseveringly, and
very cheerfully leave you to yoursalves; but in
the dull, dark, dabbling dey, and in the hour
of disappointment and despondency, as T eaid
before, willmgly would I become your com-
panion, and, in & kindly spirit, offer & few of my
homely observations.

There is, I believe, a general impression in
society, that yooth and ege cannot pleasantly
_keep each other company. Now this appesrs
to me to be a reflection on them both. Tt scems
to sy, that young people in their bucyant spirits
forget what is due to the more sober and quiet
babits of age, and that old people are not suffi-
ciently considerate and forbearing towsrds their



