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Introduction
Which none need read unless he pleases,

ND one can be more fully aware

of the shortcomings of this brief
sketch of Social Life in the South
before’ the War than is the writer.
Its slightness might readily have ex-
cused it from republication. And yet
it has seemed well to let it go forth
on its own account, to take such place
as it may in the great world of books.
One reason is the partiality of 2 few
friends who have desired to see it in
this form. Another is the absolute
ignorance of the outside world of the
real life of the South in old times, and
the desire to correct the picture for the
benefit of the younger generation of
Southerners themselves. One of the
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