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To whom ecan I wore fittingly dedicate the
following pages than to yon, with whom I have spent
elght of the happiest yearsof my life? If the book
has no worth in itsclf, at least it will express my affoe-
tion. It was written lagt vear nnder the quiet roof of
8. Mary of the Angels, at a time when I had no
thought of being parted from you; if, indecd, T may
call that a parting which, though it suspends our
daily amnd hourly neeting in community, unites us
doubly in tlie bonds of mutual confidenee and zerviee.
Nevertheless, thongh written in other days, T see no
reason why it should not be published now.
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Such as it may be, you will there find the result
of the days which are now, I fear, not to rveturn, 8,
Augustine says, * Otium sanctum queerit charitas
veritatia, Nepgotinm justum snseipit necessitas chari-
tatis, Quam sarcinam si nullus imponit, percipiends
atque intuendm vacandum est veritati’ * 1 eannot
gay that onr life together had much leisure in it, but
it had times of quiet and many helps, and facilities of
theologieal reading and calm thought, which I can
hardly hope for again, The ‘Sarcina negotii® has
been laid upon me, and T must bear my hurden as 1
may.

You will, I hope, see in these pages nothing con-
trary to the spirit of our glorious Father and Patron,
8. Charles, who has always seemed to me to represent
in an especial way, not so much any particular doe-
trine of the Faith, as the Divine authority of the
Church, expressed by its Couneils, its Pontiffs, and
its continuous living and infallible voice. And this
appears to me the trath which the creat religious
confusions of the last three hundred years have com-
pletely effaced from the intelligence of the greater part
of our countrymen. 8. Charles would seem, there-
fore, to have a special mission to England and to the
nineteenth eentury.

I hope, too, that in these pages will be found
* 3 Aug. De Clyit Dei, b, xlx. ¢, 19, tom. vil p. 563
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nothing ineonsistent with the injunctions of our Rule,
which bind3 us ‘ad studinm culturameue disciplin-
arum Theologicarum qua pro consilio Saneti Caroli ad
normam Tridentini Coneilii exacts maximesint; eoque
pertincant nt Romanwe Sediz anctoritas splendescat.” ¥
If we are to * serve our gencration by the willof God,’
it must be by the boldest and clearest enunciation of
the great principles of Divine certainty in matters of
Faith, and by pointing ont the relations of Faith to
human knowledge, seientific and moral.

On thiz will depend the purity of Catholic educa-
tion ; and the reconciliation of * Faith with science
and dogma with free-thought,"—problems insoluble to
all who reject the infallibility of the Chureh, beeause
by that rejection they destroy one of the terms of the
question,  On thiz alse will depend many praetical
consequences of vital moment at this time: such as
the relations of the Church and of the TFaith to the
politieal and social ¢hanges of this age: the limits of
true and of false liberty of the intellect and the will, in
individualg and in societies of men, for which the Sov-
ereign Pontiff has lately given to us, in the Encyclical
of last year, an outline and gwmdance worthy of the
Supreme Teacher of the faithful. Dut it is not my
object to anticipate the matter of this book, nor to do
more than to point to suljeets of which, T trust, if
God so will, I may have time to speak hereafter. :

» Tnsdlt, Ohlatormm &, Cavoli, ke, po 11
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I remember in one of the last nights when I was
watching by the dying-bed of our dear and lamented
Cardinal, that these thoughts, on which I had heard
him so often speak with the abundance and vigour of
his great mind, came with a speeial vividness before
me, and I thanked God from my heart for having laid
upon us this work through the wisdom of our great
Pastor and Friend who was so soon to be taken from
us, To him we owe the direction which every year
more laminously shows to be the only true remedy,
both intellectually and spiritually, for the evils of onr
time and country. I little thonght at that hour that
I should date these words to yon from under the same
roof, where everything speaks to me, all the day long,
of his memory and of our loss.

Persevere, then, Reverend and dear Fathers, in
the path into which he led us, The English people
are fair and trothful. They are listening for a voice
to guide them in the midst of their contradictory
teachers. The errors of the last three hundred years
are passing fast away., Preach the Holy Catholic and
Roman Faith in all its troth, and in all its fulness,
Speak, as none other can, with the authority of God
and His infallible Church. Preach as the Apostles
preached, and, as the Rule enjoins, with a ‘sancta et
virilis simplicitas,” with a holy and manly simplicity.
Contend with men, as a loved and honoured friend has
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said of the Apostles,  Thoy argued not, but preached ;
and conscience did the rest.” If what I here offer yon
may help you, use it, If it come short, follow out the
same gtudies and fill np what I have left imperfoct.

If T had been able, as I thonght, to go to Rome
before publishing these pages, I should havesubmitted
them to examination before I made them publie, As
it is, I can only commend them to the cenzure of those
who ean corveet me if T shall have erred, and above
all to the unerring judgment of the Holy See: taking
8. Bernard’s words as my own: ‘Qua autem dixi,
absque prejudicio sane dicta sint sanius sapientis.
Romange prassertim Ecelesioo auctoritati atque examini
totum hoe, sicut et emtera qui ejnsmodi sunt, uniyer-
sa refero: ipsius si quid aliter sapio, paratus judicio
emendare, *

My prayers, day by day, are offered up for you at
the altar that every grace may prosper you and the
Congregation of 8. Charles.

Believe me, Reverend and dear Fathers,

Always your very affectionate Servant
in Jesus Christ,

ok I E. M.

& Yong Prace: July 15, 1865,

* Epist. ad Canon, Lugdun,, tom. i. p. 76.



