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PREFACE.

Tue United Beethiren in Chvi=t have alwavs been Aran-
fan o their fnith, as conteadistinenizbed Drcan Calvinis=giie.
The Uonfession of Faich Tad Leen aerancod. rather than
compiled, by Ofrerhein and those who followed hing a cen-
tury ago,  In Farnowaed sivle 3b resemDled the A postles’
Creend sy nned this erwind wens uo diedn deawn on lrgely Tor
the nuetter o postoee Yloe creeel of Lhis Cliteehe. However,
thee Ubeele ol ol eoblitte dxell very olozely 10 this
wrlllen ercal,

At an early dav the Geneml Conference fnaerred o the
Book of IMacipliee, not an article of faith, bt a commiand,
bazed] on the Word of dreel oamd oo the koown Bath of the
Chureh, megririog the peaple te keepo the saldutbe day holy,
amwd expaimne lww this zhoubl ve Jdeoe. =ap 1 e edrly
voars of the Chmreh, the Genepal Conference nzerted, in
thas forme of arestions to be aska] candidutes for the mine.
isry, Dothows Heenliates awd a8 ellers, all the doctrines
peecmbinr b Prodestant evongelical choagebes s soeh s de-
pravity, regencration, adoption, jnstifleation, sanctitieation,
the iuspiration of the Holvr Seeiptures, the divine call
for tlee ministry, futvme cternad rewards ool panishoents,
ehir,  These were asked of every condidate,  I7 hee vl
his ali=appeoval of any of these doctrines, he wos rejecte|
by the Conferetes a2 not being o suitable msn to preach
i this Choreh,  TE reseived], e owos odven o conrse of
stinly, extending aver a period of thres vears,  This
conrse cotpprelended all these  docerines tanght in the
Dhscipling, and respuired him fo rend cortom hooks, sedoctod
withe sreat cire by the Gleneral Conberenoe, wind o 1l
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it PREFACE,

Lok Bre s esanoimed aoroddy Lo ssceertain. whal peofi-
ey be liad oeele fo e docteines wideh Lo levd pro-
el o bebivve wlen fivst veceivaed By e Coalerene:.,

I vevisiog e Confession of Faith the Conemission have
follomed she trewd of the United Brethren Thecipline, and
meerily formniated in orndecly, comei=e, and classie Foglish
what the Churels Tee abwavs hetiovedl, Dot let o oo
fleink that the task was a0 insiguilicant oo, or that the
work fr=eif 1= af Dieele conseduuenee, DeentiEe 1 Bow or
strange Jdeirioes are cnnpeiated,  Om o the contrary, it was
pf e wbzgost weament chat what was koown te the well
pformed mindstey of thie Cluoeseds, aoed (e few luyoien whin
e nltention po 3l that the Chnrels was sconweded e e
teivth, shomhl e st dneooreder, aml sooexpressed that omr
Joetries vonkl oor Do udisguderstias] or nisinterpretedd,
g pewyieeel Confeszion prings the faich of the Cloaels ong
of olesenpity into Heht seod pronsinemes: Todore e workd,
The Copfesston s nol owosel of peneralitie=, bt cnreiutly
preparsd avticle: of eelizion, whicl the intellizent reade:
witl fid are like @ stroor band that infolds anl fivmly
seetres P ghant conteining all the doctrines of Hie Cliarch,
For this the meoerations L conee will e o aoed call (he
1o ssion Dilgesed,

Tlhe mlaor of the Tollewine pages by quoting soveral of
Pl ool ceemls, sketehing their Bistory, and depiling 1he
feportant cdlices they leove perlemoed n the past history
of the claeels, Tiss oatdined 1 eonei=e e Gt Clinrely,
aned capecially for bee vonneer wini=iers, 4 vasl anemnind ol
informtion of preal iwparlance; aul as a snggestion to
fnrtler sty bus oneneed an dlenitabde Held of tovestig-
tienn bor the #oidend.

[ explinations of the suecessive artieles of onr faith,
aod B cliAcngsions el the varions diwtrvines ol thealogy
Foewime their oot o sl statements of the ereed, Geief
as tlwey are, wlidmess the reason witle great forve, aml ikl
thie Deliever with venews!  comnfort ss D retlects it
thiese are e teaehings of Pl Wil ol Cenl, somd wal] alsiede
forever,



