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“In every government, thongh terrors reign,

Though tyrant kings or iyrant laws restrain,

How small, of all that human hearts endure,

That part which laws or kings can canse or cure;

84l to ourselves in av'ry place consigned,

Our own falicity we make or find;

‘With gecret courae, which no loud atorme annoy,

Glides the smooth current of domestic joy.”
—Goldamith,



PREFACE.

Daring the paet winter I have had some leisure evenings, and perhaps
a2 much for my own entertainment as otherwise I have occnpied the
time of some of thoso evenings in preparing the article presented here.
I present it not as an expert, but as an amateur with an honest love for
the theme, The subject iz in the line with my most enjoyable reading
for some years, and if this paper shall give zome readers one tithe of the
plessnre to pernse that it has me to prepare it, I shall be content.

D. L. CrossMAN.



THE FOLLOWING ARE EXTRACTS FROM THE HOUSE JOURNAL.

Houss oF lgmnmuwxs,(
April 4, 1839.

* Mrx. Abbott offered the following:

Resolved, That Clerk Crossman be requested to deliver his lecture on **The Early
French QOccopancy of Michigen,” on Wednesday evening, April 10, and that the vsa of
the hall-of the Houes be granted for that purposs.

Which was adopted.

House oF Exrmm;m}
-' Apwil 19, 1889.
Mr. Cola offersd the following :

Resolved, That tha chief clerk be authorized to have printed, in pamphlet form, 800
copies of the address of the Hon., Daniel L. Crossman, delivered in Representative
Hall on Wadnesday evening, April 10; mﬂoapsenhobeymcmedforthsma{thn
members of the House,

'!' Bm.' Jw 'm Jandi, by A% th +, 'limdmmfw
the use of the chief clerk.”

Which motion prevailed.

The resolution a8 amended was then adopted.




EARLY FRENCH QCOUPATION OF MICHIGAN.

Every reader of the narratives of the early settlements in America, iy first struck with

the fact of Bpanish supremacy—Spanish enterprise, Bpain fitted out Columbus for all
_ his voyages and discoveries, Cortez for his conguest of Mexico, Pizarro for Central Amer-
* ies and Peru, Alverado for Gautemnla, and Cabral for Brazil. But Spain reached ber
maximum of grestnes in about the years of Ferdinand and Isabells, declining stead-
ily thereafter, and for the lest sixty years of the sixteenth century discoveries and
seitlementa in the western hemisphere were nearly at a standstill, voyages to America
being mainly confined to the fishing banks off Newfoundland, where cargoes of Lad-
dock and eod were annually awslting the takers.

It was net until the opening of the e th century that England or Francs
cut any considerable figure in American history, or that the temperate climate of
Rorth Americs was explored to any noticeable extent. Then came on the struggle
between England and France—between Iroguois and Algonguin—t Proteatant
snd Catholic—betwean puritan and rituslist, which, after more than one hundred and
fifty years of strife, culminated 1o a division of the territory on lines wrought ouf
partly by natural water boundaries and partly by the logic of eventa.

Referring to the great lakes which form part of these water boundaries, I recall
the theory of Ignatius Dongpelly, In his ** Age of Fire,” that thelr enormous basins
were scooped out of the earth by collision with & comet, whose contral lmpact was in
Huron, grinding up the rock to a depth of seven hundred feet, and whoss fragmentary
recoil formed theother great lakes, when old Father Time was a small boy in patticoats.
The only pleasant part of this theory to conterplate is that this misgulded comet left
us his substance, consisting of rock, i copper, eto., and will pot, therefore, be able
t0 come and see us sgain in the same all embracing way.

In the way of speculations 88 to esrly avents, there are none mors interesting to me
than those of late development tending to deprive Columbus of much of the inspiration
with which some writers have striven to invest him as he entered upon and completed
his great voyage of 1402, That he was a skillful map-maker and & bold navigator
there is no doubt, and it seems mow sbout as certain that, in his voyages of former
years, he had visited Joeland, some think mora than cnce even, and that on hiz visits
there and in his intercourse with lecelandic ssilors in meseroom and on quarter
deck, he had heard all the old tales and legends which we now know must have
been extant in that country of one Leif Erickson, & bold sdventurer who, near
four hundred years before, had found, in & southweaterly direction, a wonderful
“vineland.” These storics, even a8 old sailors’ yarne, may have belped to round
out the belief of the Genocese map-maker in soother continent, or & further India,
which might be reached by sailing west, and the recollections of these narrations may
have helped to sustain him against the combined importunities of his men, while on
his western course.




] EARLY FRENCH OCCUPATION OF MICHIGAN,

But the actual discoverer of America will never again be satisfactorily established;
whether Northmen or SBouthmen, Dane, Italian, Bmudor?whthenhﬂedbﬂm
more credit, will never be known.

We no sooner settle down to the study of msundlummﬁnw
are confronted with a new claimant. A late writer in the American Antiquarian
presents Ireland as entitled to the credit of farnishing the first pilgrim and missionary
to tha New World, and names a date which seems to defy all competition this side of
Donnelly’s submerged continent of Atlantia. For verification, this writer cites the
reader to the Bibliotheque at Faris and to the Cottonian collection of Inos, where he
clalms is to be found good authority for the statement that in the sixih century, one
Bt. Brendan, an Irish bishop who founded s monastery at Clonfert Kerry, and was at
the bead of three thousands monks, was of sea-going proclivities, 5o much so that he
was generally known s the “Navigator.,” Ml},dﬁwmﬂngnﬂmdmgem
he provisioned & bark for & long voyage, and taking trusty panions and
sailors, he ssiled from Trales bay in & southwesterly direction for discovery. '!‘vaw—
age lasted many weeks, and in the land where he arrived he found a bumerous race of
people, among whom he spent seven years instructing them in Christianity. Reluctantly
leaving them st the end of that period he promised to return agein at some future
tine. His homewsard trip was prosperous, and he arrived safely in Irelsnd. A fow
years later, being mindful of his promise to his trans-Atlantio converts, he smbarked
for a second voyige to this western land, In this purpose he was dafeated by contrary
winds and currents, 80, after beating about some time, ha returned to Ireland, whers, in
the year 575, he died at the ripe age of ninety-four, revered by all who knew him,

But, selis the skeptie, the conservative, where did this Bishop land ? With what
people did he live his seven years? And what became of his established Christian
teachings !

The anawors 0 these quest] form the strongest part of the case, confirmation
hard to explain sway. The st nt of esrly American history, the investigator of
Lord Kingsborough's collection of Mexican antiguities, with its hundreds of pages of
ploturs writing, the admirer of Prescoit’s exhaustive worka on Mexico and Fery, all
have found in the Aztec and Incs races positiye evidences of o well estsblished priest- .
hood with rituslwtic methods of worship g closaly in many respects with
Bomish forms. Cortez, behind Columbus only twenty-seven years, and Plzarro, twenty
years later, both accompanied by legal notaries, skilled priests, and learned writers,
find thomselves astonished, confronted with mild mannered, kindly disposed, well
meaning races of pecple, whoss civilization was in many respects in advance of those
same vainglorious Spaniards, who came to teach them, cstepaibly, but truly to subju-
gate them. History does not tell s story of more gigantic wrong and injury ever
inflicted upon & people than was suffered by those native races st the hands of those
who came with the grandest protestations of good-will,

Montezums, as king of & numerous, bappy, prosperous people, lived in stato in the
city of Mexico, with & private character as & man snd public reputation as & ruler
which even the biographers of Corter’ expedition ¢ould not traduce. Cortez and his
bandful of followers found themeelves received with open srms almost everywhere,
until their crueity and disregard for others' rights revesled their true character. They
found everywhere among the native races s distinct traditition thet in the dim past s
wonderful visitor had come to that country, a visitor in long robes, with a white face
and shining beard, who had come from tha country of the rising sun, who by hia very




