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PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION.

Ix the five years that have elapsed since the last edition of
this work was published, the surgical treatment of enlarge-
ment of the prostate has contioued to make good progress.
Wider experience has amply confirmed the opinions which
I expressed then with repard to the relative value of the
methods that were advocated; and now, I think, there are
few who will fail to agree with me, that the pain and inflam-
mation which nsed to occur in the course of this complaint
with such frequency were often as much the result of the
treatment as of the disease. It can no longer be doubted that
enlargement of the prestate, in a very large proportion of
instances, is perfectly capable of being cured, without undue
risk, if only the consequences that follow from the indis-
criminate nse of catheters have not already inflicted irre-
parable injury upon the patient’s bladder and kidneys.

C. MANSELL MOULLIN.

6y Wimpole Street, W.



PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION.

Two years ago, in the Hunterian Lectures delivered at the
Royal College of Surgeons, I pointed out that, in striking
contrast to the great advance made by surgery in other
directions, there had been but little progress of late in the
treatment of enlargement of the prostate, Operation with
a view to permanent cure was still regarded as upon its trial,
and the catheter was looked upon as almost the sole means
for obtaining relief.

Since then much has been accomplished, New methods
have been devised. Wider experience bas confirmed the
opinion I expressed as to the merits of more active measures
than those usually adopted. The old view as to the purely
sexual character of the prostate, which had been almost
forgotten and which I supported strongly, has gained ground
again, and, in its turn, has led to the discovery of other
methods ; and now it is not too much to say that perfect
relief can be assured even in the most advanced stages of
the disorder. Further improvements no doubt will follow ;
but it has seemed to me that the time has come when that
which has lLeen done already might profitably be gathered
together and recorded.

I am aware that in many respecis the conclusions I have
ventured to express differ materially from those still current.
It will be thought, for example, that 1 have laid undue stress
upon the evils that attend the habitual employment of
catheters. But the very considerable opportunities I have
enjoyed of studying the course of prostatic disease under the
most varied conditions have left in my mind no doubt as to
the comparative merits of the different methods that I have
tried to describe impartially.
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