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EDITORS' PREFACE

TaE rapid sale of thres large editions of the First Part
of *The Gecgraphieal Reading Pock,” combined with
the numerons epplications for the part now issued,
induess the Editors to belicve that they are thus
meeting & real educational want,

1t is now admitted, that efter the frst elements of
reading have been aequired, systematiz lossons on well-
chosan subjects ara not only bert czlenlated for comveying
information, dsveloping thoxght, and improving the rea-
soning powers; but also for TMPEOYING TER STILE OR
BEADING ¢ for no one can read well what he does not
clearly understand, and no writer can be well under-
stood by an oceasional short axiract.

In this part of our Baries, the subjsst happily supplies
all the varisty necemsery at the edueationsl stage for
which it is adapted, Natoral scenes and phenomens
are described, snd suitable inferences drawn, so that
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the pupil imperceptibly leamne to observe and reasom
upon geographical facts,

The course pursned differs from that nsnally adopted,
both in arrangansnt and freatment. Heeing that, as a
rale, déstricls, like cowmiries, have matural limits and
common phenomena, these have been eccepted as
supplying the best basin of arrangement. Instead of
traversing the country for exsmples of capes, bays,
rivers, &c., erch district im at once treated in detail, sa
that the connection between ite mafural resources and
its political condition is plainly aeen.

The groatest core hes heen taken to secure accurecy
as regarde the statement of facts; erd the latest
and best authoritirs, including MeCulloch, A, K.
Johnston, the Census Beports for 1851, &c., have
been congulted ; while, in many cases, the information
rests sither on peteonal observation, or the highest
lncal authoritiss.

Te be fairly mastered, the book should be read
fwize ; the firet reading should be elucidated by oval
guestions, while a series for wrillen Anawers are sup-
pliad to follow the second reading.
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GEOGRAPHICAL READING BOOK.—PART II.

LEBBON I.
THE BRITIREH HEMFPIRE

Tae mupire which takes its name from the island of
Grent Britain, is 5o large and wide-spread, that it is
said that the son nevet sets upon Brtish seil.

The Hritish Tilss Le to the west of Eureps, and
vongist of CGreat Britain and Ireland, together with a
large number of gmaller islands. The home territory
is much smaller than some other European eountries,
yet the smpive, of which it ia the centre, extends over
all parts of the world.

On the comtinet of Fuwrope the strong fort of
Gibralter belongn to the British crown, as also doea the
valpeble island of Malfe in the Mediterranean, and
Heligoland in the North HSen; while the Jondan Isles,
near Greece, wre under ite control and protection.

In Africa our British dominions consist of the Cape
colony, and several smialler settlements on the eoasts.

In Aria the large peninsule of Hindostan, with ity
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160t millions of people, forms a most important part
of the Hritish dependencies, We hold slse the town
of dden, in Arabia, and Hong Kong, in China.

In Nerth Americe we hold Caneda New Brunewick,
Nova Seatie, and some less important possessions : and
in South Ameries, British Guiasna and Honduras ; as
well as Jamaiea, Anfigua, Trinided, and some emailer
islands in the West Tneies,

The large island of Awstroliz forms part of the British
Fmpire ; e does alee Pasmanie, New Zealand, and
many hundreds of islands in the Pacifie Ocean.

This vast Empire, contzining altogether eight mil-
lions of pquare miles, and a population of 200 millions,
has not attained its present dimensions by a single
- acty but is the gradual growth of many centusies.

In early Norman times, Beotland, Wales, and Ireland
were independent kingdoms ; Africa end Asia owned
no European masters, and America wae to us unknown,
In course of time, Wales and Ireland fell under the
same Tule az England, and at a still later period Seot-
lund was joined to Southerm Pritain ; while, during
the last three ceuturi'ea, the Inhabitants of these islands
have founded large and flourishing colonies in Ameries,
Africa, and Auvstralia. Qur vast territories in Imdis
have been acquired at varions times, and mainly by




