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THE FOURTH EDITION.

Sisoe the appearanee of the last (thind) edition of
this work, some extensive changes have hoon made in
the law on the subject, sl these changes have
necossitated corresponding alterations in the freatise.
The Editors have endeavoured {0 retain as far as
possible the anthor's original text, departing from it
only when aceuracy or clearness has seemel to
require this conrse.  They have made, however,
eomsidernble additions to the text, the notes, and the
forms, which it is hoped will 1ender the present
Edition substantially in accordance with modern
practice.
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PREFACE

T

THE FIRST EDITION.

Arstracts of TirLes have long bean the subject of
complaint, not less on account of the eonfused and
ambiguons manner in which the material parts of the
deeds and instrnments are commonly stated, than
the inartificial mode of arrangement adopted ; both
of which oceasion considerable trouble and cmbar-
raspment to persons perusing thew,  Couveyancers
have, therefore, repeatedly sugmested the necessity
of ohserving a more careful and systematic prepara-
tion of these decuments, and have pointed out the
many advantages that would result therefrom, not
only to the profession, but to the parties interestod.
But from some canse or other, not readily coneeived,
unless it may be atteibuted 2o the want of some
general precedent, those suggestions have hitherte
been attended with little success.

Titles, however, ave now required to be so strictly
serutinized npon all occasions of transfor of property,
and the respounsibilitics of counsel in advising upon



v PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION,

thens are Liceome sa considerable, that it is still more
cxpedient to remove the cause of eomplaint before
allwded ey, noud, at the same time, to reduce those
respousibilities, by adopting generally the system so
fresmently recommended.

With a view, therelore, of promoting this end,
the anthor of the fullowing pages is induced to lay
them before the profession ; trosting that l.hﬁ}‘ will
b found to contain a model of such system, and that
they will, consequently, have the desired offeet.
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