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I INSCRIBE

THIS LITTLE VOLUME

TO MY FRIEND

WILLIAM BAPTISTE SCOONES,

AN

IMPERFRECT EXPRESSION

OF

ESTEEM AND AFFECTION,




PREFACE.

WHETHER the Poems, which are here for the

Arft time prefented in a modern drefs, be of
intrinfic value the reader will foon determine for
kimfelf, T have at leaft” brought Herbert before
the Court ; and I have, I hope, fecured him a fair
hearing. Henceforth ke will not ke condemned un-
heard.

With regard to the text, [ have adhered with
erupulous fidelity to that of the original edition ; and
I have collated the only two copies to which I could
oltain accefs—1the copy in the Britifh Mufeum, and
the copy in the Bodleian Library at Oxford—uwith-
ont, however, difcovering any wariety of veadings.
My principal difficulty has been with the puniluation,
on which, of courfe, the fenfe of paffages frequently
depends ; and for this I have often had ne guidance



viii Preface.

—_

[from the original, which teems with palpable errors,
The fpelling has alfo been carefully revifed, and
thongh it has been for the mofl part modernifed, I
have thought it well fo retain, in fome cafes, the
older forms, fo as to preferve the flavour of archaifm,
Obvigus mifprints have been filently correfted, In
two paffages only I have ventured to alter the text,
and they bath occur in ' The Idea! In the fevenih
lime the original reads © bear, which, as it makes no
fenfe, and breaks the rhyme, [ alier into *© bar.
Again, in the laft line, ‘whence’ is [ubflituted for
“when, Aund for this reafon. Herbert is alludin
to the Platonic dofirine of ideas, and it is much more
natural to fuppofe that he would [peak of an ide
whence the form began than of an idea when the
Sorm began,  Though he is miffaken in fuppofing
that the Platonic ideas admit of application to par-
ticular individuals, he was evidently acquainted with
the * Timeus' and with the © Republic,

F CHURTON COLLINS,

5 King's Benek Walk, Temple,
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