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O the beloved and deplored memory of

her who was the inspirer, and in part the
aunthor, of all that is best in my writings —
the friend and wife whose exaited eense of
truth and right was my strongest incitement,
and whose approbation was my chief reward
— I dedicate this volume. Like all that T
have written for many years, it belongs as
much to her as to me; buil the work as it
stands has had, in a very insnfficient degree,
the inmestimable advantage of her revision;
some of the mosl imporlant portions having
been reserved for & more carefnl reéxamina-
tion, which they are now never destined to
receive. Were I but capable of interpreting
to the world one half the great thoughts and
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noble feelings which are buried in her grawve,
I should be the mediom of m greater benefit
to it, than is ever likely to arise from any-
thing that I cen write, unprompted and un-
assisted by her all but warivalled wisdom.
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The grand, leading principle, towards which every srgument
oinfoided in thess pages directly converges, ™ the sbaolote sid
essentinl importance of bummn developmoent fn ity richegt diver-
sity. —WILBELN voN HuMBoLnT: Spherd and Dudies of Govern-
el
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CHAPTER L
INTEODUCTORY.

HE subject of thizs Essay is not the sc-

ealled Liberty of the Will, so unfortunately
opposed to the misnamed doctrine of Philo-
sophical Necessity ; but Civil, or Boeial Lib.
erty : the nature and limits of the power which
can be legititnately exercised by society over
the individnal A quesunn seldom stated, and
hardly ever discussed, in general terms, but
which profoundly influences the practical con-
troversies of the age by its latent presence, and
is likely soon to make itself recognized as the
vital question of the future. It is so far from
being new, that, in a certain sense, it has di-
vided mankind, almost from the remotest ages;
byt in the stage of progress into which the
more civilized portiona of the species have
now entered, it presents itself under new con-
ditions, and requires a different and more fun-
damental treatment.
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. INTRODUCTORY.

The struggle between Liberty and Author-
ity is the most conspionoue feature in the por-
tions of history with which we are earliest
familiar, particolarly in that of Greece, Rome,
and England. But in old times this contest
was between subjects, or some classes of sub-
jects, and the government. By liberty, was
meant protection against the f{yranny of the
political rulers, The rulers were conceived
(except in some of the popular governments
of Greece} as in a necessarily antagonistic po-
gition to the people whom they ruled. They
consisted of a governing One, or a governing
tribe or caste, who derived {heir anthority from
inheritance or conquest; who, at all events, did
not hold it at the pleasure of the governed, and
whose sapremacy men did not venture, per
haps did not desire, to contest, whatever pre-
cautions might be taken apgainst its oppres-
sive exercize. ‘Their power was regarded as
necessary, but also as highly dangerous; as
a weapon which they would attempt fo use
egainst their subjects, no less than against ex-
ternal enemies. To prevent the weaker mem-
bers of the commuaity from being preyed npon
by inoumerable valtores, it was needful that
there shoold be an animal of prey stronger
than the rest, commissioned to keep them
down. But as the king of the vultures would



