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PREYACE.

In presenting to the world the
extraordinary document which follows,
the Publisher deems it fit, by way of
Preface, to advert briefly to the principal
circumstances and persons connected with
this great ontrage, which it ‘embodies,
upon the sensibilities and morals of the
public—distinetly repudiating, himself,
any endorsement of the views of the
“misguided writer, and deeply regretiing
the scandal which has attached in con-
sequence of her acts fo the influential
Society of Friends, and to the numerous
high families, with which she is allied,
both in England and Ameriea.
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The Gurney Family is known wherever
on the Eastern or Western continent, phi-
lanthropy, charity, Iiberality in its wmost
comprehensive meaning, scholarship and
literary ability of the highest erder, or
wealth in the most profuse exuberance,
becomes the theme of the social circle or
the text of the author's pen. It is, more-
over, one of the most notable and ancient
of the Englich aristocracy, dating from the
time of the Congueror, ever since when
they have held wealth and position in the
County of Norfolk, where nearly all the
various members of the name still reside.
In England's early and Sturmy days they
rendered essential service to the State in
many famous battles both at home and
abroad—for it was at a comparatively
recent date only that this till then redoubt-
able race became identifiled, through some
of its branches, with the pacific and lowly
doctrines of the Quakers.




They are closely connected with fami-
lies here of the very highest respectability
of character—the celebrated John Joseph
Gurney having taken a wife from this
" city; and no man in the Society of Friends
ranked equal to him in his day, either in
religions influence, mental ability, or excel-
lence of heart. His indeed gave the name
to the Gurneyite Orthodox Friends, of which
branch of that sect he was the acknow-
ledged leader. He died abont twelve years
8go0.

His only son, John Henry Gurney,
who was the heir not merely of his father's
wealth, and name, but of hiz good char-
acter, is the betrayed hushand of this
story. He is the present representative
in Parliament of King’s Lynn, Norfolkshire,
and is noted for his liberal political senti-
ments. He is now forty years of age.

_ His wife, Mary Gurney, the author of
this letter, was the daughter and only
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child of Richard Hanbury Gurney, a first
cousin of John Joseph, and belonging
to the elder, wealthier, and represen-
tative branch of the race—he, Richard,
deceased only within a few years, having
been a younger half-brother, and the only
one, of the actual head of the Family—
the venerable Hudson Gurney, of Keswick,
F.R.S.F.AS, Ex-High Sheriff of Norfolk,
ete., ete.

Whilst Hudson Gurney it is true in-
herited principally the patrimonial estates,
Richard, his half-brother, became the heir
of his own mother, who had been a Miss
Hanbury of the wealthy family of London
bresvers of that name, This fortune, over
8 million sterling, became at Richard's
death the inheritamce of his daughter Mary,
the anthor of this letter, now about twenty-
eight years of age, and the mother of two
or three children.

Samnel Gurney the eminent banker




