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Rev. George HHexbert.

Geoney Heasrnr was bomn the third day of Aprl,
in tha year of our redemption 1588, The place of hia
i birth wad near to the town of Montgomery, and in that
'cuﬂe that did then bear the pame of that town and
eounty.. That castle was then a place of slate and
strangth, and had been saccessively happy in the fam-
ity of the Herberts, who had long possessed it; and
with it & plentiful estate, and hearts as liberal to their
poor neighbors :—a family that hath been blest with
men of remarksble wisdom, and a willingness to serve
thair eountry, and indeed to do good to all mankind ; for
which they are eminent. But wlas! this family did In
the fate rebellion suffor sxtremely in their estates; and
the heirs of that castle saw it laid level with that earth
that was 100 good o bory those wretches that were the
eause of it
. The father of our George was Richard Herbert, the
son of Edward Herbert, knight, the son of Richard Her-
bert, knight, the som of the famous Sir Rlchard Herbert
of Colebrook, in the eounty of Monmouth, bannerat, whe
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20 THE LIFE OF

wis the youngest brother of that memorable Willizm
Herbert, Earl of Pembroke, that lived in the reign of
our King Edward 1V,

His mother was Magfalen Newport, the youngest
daughter of Sir Richard, ahd sister to Sir Francis New-
port, of High Arkall, in the county of Salep, knight, and
grandfather of Franels Lord Newpott, now camptroller
of his majesty’s household : 4 family, that for their loy-
alty have suffered muoch in their estates, and seen the
ruin of that excellent strocture, where their ancestors
bave long lived, and been memorable for their hospital-
ity. Sho was the happy mother of seven sons and three
danghiers.

Georgn Herbert, who was the filth son, spent much
of hia ehildbood in & sweet content under the eye and
cara of his prodent mother, and the tuition of & chaplain,
or tutor to him and two of his brothers, in ber own
fumily, (for she was then 4 widow,) where he continued
till about the age of twelve yedars; and being at that
time well instrueted in the rules of grammer, be was
not long after commended to the care of Dr. Neale, who
was then Dean of Westminster ; end by him to the care
of Mr. Ireland, who was then chief master of that
school ; where the beauties of his pretiy behaviour and
wit shined and become so eminent nnd lovely in this
his inmocent age, that he seemed to be marked out for
piety, and fo beeome the care of Heaven, and of a por-
ticutar good angel to guard and goide him. And thus
hie continired in that chool, tH] he came to be parfict
in the learned languages, and cspecially In the Greek
tengue, in which he after proved an excellent ertie.

About the sge of fiftecn, he being then a king's
scholar, ho was elocted out of that school for Trinity
College in Cambrdge, to which place bo was trans-
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planted sbout the year 1608 ; and his prudent mother well
imowing that he might easily lose or lessen (hat virtue
and imneconce, which her advice and example had
planted in ks mind, did therefore procure the generous
and libaral Pr. Nevil, who was then Dean of Canter-
bury, and Master of that College, to take him into hia
particular care, and provide him & totor ; which he did
most pladly undertake, for be knew the excellencies of
his mother, and how to value such a friendship.

In Cambridge we may find our (George Herbert's
behavigur fo ba such, thot we may conclude he conse-
erated the first froits of his early age to viriue, and a
sericus study of learning. And that he did so, this ful-
lowiag letter and sonnet, which were, in the first year
of hiz going o Cambridge, sent his dear mother for &
new year's gift, may appear to be some testimony.

—+ But [ fear the heat of my late agus hath dried up
those springs, by which scholars say the Muses uss (o
take up their habitations. However, I need not their
help to reprove the vanity of thoss many lowe poetns
that are daily wit, and consecrated to Venos; nor io
bewail s0 few are writ, that Teok towands God aod
Heaven. { For my own part, my meaning, denr mother,
is, in these sonnats, to declare my resolution to be, that
my poor abilities in poetry shall be 8l and ever conse-
erated to Guod's glory ; and I beg you to receive this s
one lﬂjmmy.':_l_

My God, whers is (hat ancient beal towards tlee,
‘Wherewith whole shoals of mertyrs ouee did burn,

Besides their oiber fames T Doth Postry
Woar Vesus' livery 1 anly serve her tom 1

‘Why are nol soonets made of thee ! and loys
Upon thine aliar borat 7 Canoot thy love

Heighien a spirit to sound ool thy praiss




= THE LIFE OF

As well gz any sheT Canool thy Dove
Outstrip their Cupld easily In Eght 1
Or, since thy ways are deep, and sl the same,
Will pol a verse run smooth that bears by name |
Why doth that fies, which by thy power and might
Euch breast doth feel, no braver fuel choose
Than thkat which ane dey worms may chance refagse |
Bore, Lord, there is enough in thee 1o dry
Oceans of ik ; for, a8 (be deluge did
‘1 Cover the earth, so doth thy majesty.
Each cloud distifa thy praise, and dath forbid
Poels to tarm it to another uge,
BRoses and lilies speak thee ; and to meke
A puir of ckeeks of them, is thy abusa,
Why shoald 1 women's eyes for crysiel teka ?
Bach poor invention burns in their low wind
Wheae fire is wild, and doth not upward go
Tao praise, and co thee, Lord, some ink bestow,
Open the bones, and yoo shall nothiog find
T the Best Face bl it ; when, Lord, in thee
The beanty lies in the discovery. G, H.

This was his resclution at the sending this letter to his -
dear mother ; about which fime he was in the seven-
teenth wear of his age; and.as he grew clder, so he
grew in learning, and more and more in favor beth with
God and man; Insomuch that, in this morniog of that
ebort duy of his lifz, he seemed to be marked out for
virtue, and to become the enre of Heaven; for God still
kopt his soul in so holy a frame, that he may end ought
to be o pattern of virtue to all posterity, and especially
to his brethren of the clergy, of which the reader may
expect & more exact eecount in what will follow,

I peod not declars that he waas a strict student, be-
caupe, Giat he was sg, there will be many testimonies
in tha futara part of his Jife. 1 shall therefore caly tell,
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that he was made Bachelor of Arts In the year 1611 ;
Major Fellow of the College, Marth 15, 1615 ; and, that
in that year he was alio made Master of Arts, e being
then in the twenty-second yoar of his age; dardng all
which time, all, or the greatest dicersion from his stody,
was the practice of music, in which ha became a great
master; and of which he woull say—v That it did
relieve his drooping spirits, compose his distracted
thoughts, and relsed his weary soul so for abovo carth,
that it gave him an camest of the Joys of heaven, before
he possessed them." Awnd it may be notod, that, from
his first emirnnce into the coliege, the generous D,
Nevil wos a cherisher of his studics, and such a lover I
of his parson, his behaviour, and the excellent endow-
1| ments af his mind, (wat be tosk him often Inio his own -
company ; by whith he coofirmed his native geatle-
ness: and if dariog this time ho expressed any ervor, it
wog, that he kept himsell too much retired, and at foo
great a dlstanee from ell his infedors ; end his elothes
seemed to prove, that he put too great a value on his
ports and parentage.

This may be some account of his disposition, and of
the employment of hia tizie il he was Master of Ariy,
which was anme 16155 snd o the year 1619 he was
chosen Orater for the University, His two precedent
orators were Sir Robert Nanton, and Sir Francis Neth-
ersoll, The first was not Jong after made Seerctary of
State ; and Sir FPrancis, not vory long after his being
orafor, was made Secrefory to the Lady EHzabeth,
Queen of Bohomia, [n this place of orator our Georga
Haorbert eontinued eight years, and monaged it with as
becoming and grove a geiety s any hed ever befors or
since his fime, For © he had pequired great learning,
wnd wad blessed with a high fancy, a civil and sharp

i
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wit, and with a natural gleganes, both in his behaviour,
his toogue, and his pen.*

Aboat this time the king frequently came fo the
noiversity, and wes usually welecomed with the ap-
plamses and gratulations of the public orator, who ac-
quitted himsell so well that he was tiken into potice,
and received pome marks of royal approbation. In one
of these visits to Cambridge his majesty was attended
by the great secretary of nature and all learning, Sir
| Francis Baecon, (Lord Verulam,) and by the ever mem-
orahle and Jearned Dr. Andrews, Bishop of Wincheater,
bath which did at that time bogin a desired friendship
with Mr, Herbert. Upon whom the first put such a
value on his judgment, that he usvally desired his
approbation before he would expose any of his books fo
be printed ; and thought him eo worthy of his friendship,
that having translated many of the prophet David's
Paalms into English verse, he made George Herbert
his patron, by & poblic dedication of them to him, as the
best judge of divine poetry. And for the learned
bishop, it is ohservablo, that at that ime there fall to be
a modest debate betwixt them two about predestination,
and sametity of life; of both which the orator did, not
leng afier, send the bishop some safe and usefol apho-.
risma, in & long letter, written in Greek; which letter
was 8o romarkable for the language and reason of it,
that, after the reading it, the bishop put it inte his
bosom, and did often show it to meny scholars, both of
this and foreign nations; but did always return it back
to the place where he first lodged it, end confinued it 5o
near his heart till the last day of his life.

To thess I might 2dd the long and entire friendship
betwixt him and Sir Henry Wotten, and Dr. Donne ;
but T have promised fo contract mysell, and shall there-




