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To any one who attempts to write the History of
2 small Country Parnsh, there must naturally eccur
difficulties which are not experienced by the author of
fiction or even of general history. The writer of fiction
may give free play to hiz imagination in evety direction,
and no fault can be found with this so long as his writing
is true to life and nature ; the auther of general history
has plenty of material in National and Official Records,
well preserved aod duly authenticated, from which he
can form a true statement of the subject he bas in hand;
while in both these cases, if the book be at all interesting,
it may reasonably be expected to fall into the hands of
perhaps thousands of readers, and obtain a wide circu-
lation in the first and in subsequent editions. Bot, in
a parochial history, unless some great natienal event or
celebrated circumstance has occurred wathin its limits,
the circulation it may be anticipated to acquire must
necessarily, at the best, be comparatively small, the
subject being only interesting to those who are either
natives of the place or bave lived in it long enough to
feel connected with its welfare : to some others it may
appeal from the fact that the parish is the resting-place
of some dear relative or friend ; while to a very limited
number of other persons, generally known as antiguarians,
who gladly awvail themselves of any information that
may be gleaned about the past, it may be found use-
ful to increase the historical collection they have already
accumulated.
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Then, as regards the History itself, the labour of
collecting the materials from many books and documents,
of distinguishing between truth and mere conjecture, of
deciding how much to insect as of importance, how much
to omit as unnecessary to the ohiect in view ;—and the
regret that must be felt in rejecting as worthless some
local tradition long chenshed by the parishioners, but
of which no aothenticated record can be found ;—all
these obstacles may well deter any person from attempt-
ing to write and publish the History of a small Parish.

In this particular case, however, having had special
opportunities accorded to me during the past lew years
of collecting informatinn ahout the ancient Chuech and
Farish of Thurlaston, the encouragement I have received
in the matter has prompted me to go oo with the task;
and it pow seems ftting that no more time shall be al-
lowed to pass away without placing before the parishicners
as cemplete an account as possible of what has happened
here in pust ages.

As I'have already privately and individually acknow-
i ledged the generous permission glven me to peruse the
- valuable books and doruments in the Reference Depart.
ment of the Leicester Fublie Free Library, in the
British Muoseum, in the Lichfield Cathedral Library,
as well as other assistance, T now publicly wader my
hearty thanks o everyone whe in any way, however
slight, has aided me by placing information at my
disposal,

As very much of the history gleaned from the older

chronicles is compiled in a style and language not
suitable for general reading, [ have thought it well to
arrange the whole account in a more narrative form,
and as far as possible in its proper consecutive order,
50 as to make it acceptable and imstroctive to all
classes of readers; placing in an Appendix, for the sake
of those who wish for them, as many extracts from the
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