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FIRST REPORT OF THE RECORD COMMISSIONERS.

To his Honor the Mayor and the Oity Council of Boston: —

The ordinance® creating the office of the Record Commis-
sioners defines their duties as follows : " To complete, as fur’
as practicable, the record of births, deaths and marriages in
the town and city of Boston, prior to A. D. 1849." The
reasons which led to, the passage of the ordinance will be:
found in Appendix A, being a portion of the report of a-
Joint Standing Committee of the City Couneil for 1875.

A reasonable construetion of the duties of the commission-
ers seems to include therein all such investigations as will
directly nssist In perfecting the record of the vital statistics.
of Boston. How great are the deficiencies in those records

will be seen by the statements made in Appendix A ; and
although the l‘E&dleBt mode of supplying the mfnrmai:lon will
be to copy the existing church records, the commissioners.

bn:a:f"w Lﬁf]l.'g the m&ﬂth of Jul inﬂ;ha y:hr‘éltﬁ?s. n: RS B00R thumgwr- nE s nl
and avery yoar thereaftor, syor appoint, subject to Lhe approvali
‘snd onfirmation of the City Ceancil, twao suitable persons, to be termed Rooo -3
missionara, who shall hold offise for the term of five Feura from the frst Menday in ﬂh
in the year of their sppointment, snd watil their suosossors skall be appointed and qual- -
ifisd. Thoy shall bave aod exerciss the powers nad dokies bereicafter dorignated, sball
eerve withous eompensation, and may be removed at arg tima by the hna’br or by ton=
surrent vote of two-thirds of Imi braoohes of tha Qity Comneil, and ail mnaiu
wocurring from. mulhlll Iuﬁl]-ld in the same manner wa the originel appoint-
ments are h!mﬁ

Beor. 2. It sball be Ihl duhrnf ni& commissioners ta eomplete, e far ss practionbls,
the record of births, marringes ind deaths, in tho tows and oity of Beaton, prior to A. D.
1849, sud to ressive nnd collect all docureats obtainable tharefor. All documents and

rdz 8o eollestod shell become at cnoe the property of the City of Boston, and be-
peaited in the office of, and be in the charge of, the City Registrar, of aush other ofiser
8 tha City Couneil may direct.

Becr. 8. The eaid commisioners shall bave oo ta eater foto any contract or
sgrooment in bobalf of the city with any pemson, whereby the expenditare of monoy, or
any other obligation, shall be indnrred, voless expressly aathorized so to do by the dirgr
Ozdmoﬂ. provded, ‘uumun that, lu.rl]«t.Ii otharwisa MEM, m;ﬂm lf"'" the abarge
and capirol of the am itars of mineys axprassly approp of Gopying an
dotuments or reserds supplomeniary ko the town of olty records. g

Paased July &, 1875,

[Fuly 12, 1876, William H. Whitmore snd Willlam 8. Appleton were nomiasted -.nd
aonfirmad a8 Rmrd. Commissioners.]
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desire at this time to report upon certain preliminary inves-
tigations which they have made.

Evidently, any trustworthy information as to the nemes of
the inhabitants of Boston during the period for which the
registers are so defective, must be of the greatest value in
any attempt to supplement those records. If we know the
heads of fumilies, we shall have a guide to the extent of the
information yet to be ohtained.

The earliest directory of the inhabitants of the town was
published in 1789, and contained 1,474 names ; the second in
1796, containing 3,531 names. No earlier list of names is
knowa to be in print, except two given in Natbaniel Dear-
born’s * Boston Notions ™ (1848), and one appended to * John
Dunton’s Letters from New England,” published by the Prince
Society in 1867.

The various writers who have treated of our local history,
+ Pemberton, Snow, Shaw, Dearborn, Drake and Shurtleff,
have apparently been unable to make any attempt at supply-
ing the names of the earlier inhabitants, or, indeed, of those
living here at any date prior to 1789, The very defects
which have led to the appointment of this commission have
#0 disheartened our successive historians that they have all
failed to write a town history of Boston. As is well known,
& great proportion of the towns in New England possess full
and satisfactory histories, not only of the acts of the commu-
nities, but of all families therein resident. Of Boston it may
be said that much has been written about the town, and very
little about the citizens.

It is with the greatest pleasure, then, that the commis-
gioners announce that, very recently, documents have been-
recovered, which will epable those interested to gain a very
satisfactory knowledge of the inhabitants of the town prior
to A. D. 1700, !

Although the records in charge of the city clerk, outside
of the books of the town and of the selectmen, are very
geanty, 8 number of very valuable papers have been found
in the custody of the Board of Overseers of the Poor.
That Board has recently had examined the papers which had
aecidentally eome into its possession, and has kindly given
the Record Commissioners every facility for examining and
copying the sume.

Iu this collection are portions of the tax lists of 1674 and
1676, and fortunately the missing parts are not parallel.
There sre at the State House tax lists for 1887 and 1688,
atxl in the city clerk's office a list of inhabitants made in
1695,

Inasmuch ss these lists will afford a very satisfactory
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account of the heads of families in Boston for one geners-
tion, and aa this information is at present not easily atiain-
able by the public, it has seemed to the commissioners best
to make this report, and to advise the publication of these
lists. The field to be covered by their work is so large and
the results will be so diversified, that it now seems best to
report whenever any particular subdivision can ba completed.
In the present case it seems evident that the public good
will best be served by furnishing a sufficient number of
printed copies of these papers to supply all of our citizens
who may desire them., Such documents are not easily read
in the original, and the worn and tattered condition of these

pers renders it highly undesirable that they should be
E:nﬂled often. A printed copy, carefully e, will mest
the wants of all but special investigators, and will enable
us to preserve the originals for pasteritiy.

Should the present proposition be favorably received by
the city government, the commissioners will feel encouraged
to pursue other subhdivisions of their work, in the belief that
whatever directly ‘contributes to a knowledge of the past
history. of Boston will be promptly made available by its
inhabitants,

The commissioners, therefore, respectl‘ullg suggest that
this report and the sccompanying papers be printed for

distribution.
W. H. WHITMORE,
W. 5. APPLETON,
Record Commissioners.

CITY OF BOSTON.

In Bosrp oF ALDERMEN, Sept. 25, 1876:

Ordered, That the Record Commissioners be asuthorized
to print and distribute fifteen hundred copies of their report,
with the accom ing papera, atan expense not exceeding aix
.hundred and fifty dollars, to be charged to the appropriation
for Printing. f

Read twice and passed: sent down for concurrence.
Sept. 28; come up: coneurred. Approved by the Mayor,
Sept. 29, 1876,
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APPENDIX A

The following extracta from a report of the Joint Committes on
the Publie Library (City Document No, 46 of A.D. 1875) contain
some apecial information in regard to the deficiencies in the city

and are, therefore, worthy of reproduction. The commit-
tee reported in favor of establishing the Board of Record Commis-
sioners, and, as this advice was aceepted, the argumentntwe por-
tions are ommhd

The report states as follows: —

It nppears by the statement of N. A. Apollonio, the City
Registrar, hereto annexed, that the records of births, deaths and
marriages in the City of Boston are now kept systematically and
have been since the year 184%. This, however, is but a brief part
of the period since the settlement of the town, and your commit-
tee is obliged to report great snd deplorable deficiencies in the
earlier records.

“To explain the extent of these deficiencies the fblluwm¥
ments are copied from Shattuck’s Report on the Census 1845,
pp- 5, 180, showing the population of the town: —

A, D, 1680, population was 4,500
< 1690, L 7,000
1700, b 6,700
1710, Kk 8,000
1715—17%4, pnpulatlon nvern.ged 11 Dﬂo
1725-1734, 13,000
17851 T-H, o L 17, 1000
1745-1754, s e 16,731 '
1756-1764, b i 15,631
1767-1774, e b 15,520
Bl 13 13
18111820, u L 38,274
1821-1880, i % BB,281
1851-1840, “ b 78,603
1841-18445, b b 102,620

# Tt may be assumed that the annual number of births is about §
in every 100 iohabitants, and the deaths about the same. Let us
examine the number of probable birthe in Boston during certain

5:—

 Jst. From 1680 to 1700, the probable average population was
%,000, giving 20 births per annum, and in 70 years 6,300 births,
Our record has abount 1,850 births.

“2d. From 1700 to 1744, average population, 13,000, births,
290 per annum,” or for 44 years, 17,160 births. Our record has
20,000 for the whole period, and is therefore reasonably full.

* Bhattack’s taHe shows in tan yoars, 1735-1T4d, there were 5,779 baptisms.
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#3d. From 1744 to 1807, s population, 20,000; births,
600 per munum ; for €3 years,® §7,800 births. Our record has
about 5,000 names, or not one sevanth.

“4th. From 130? to 1849, average population, 70,000 ; births,
2,100 per annum; for 42 years, BE,200 births. Our meagre
record is for 3,500 births.

¥ We ses then that for about a century, viz., from 1744 to 1849,
the births must have amounted to at least 125,000, and our records

serve the names of but 8,500, or lesa than seven per cent.

i As to deaths, the record iseven worse. Out of at least 60,000
deaths which have ocearred in Boston between 1630 and ISID,
have a record of some 4,700 only., In fact, these statistica are
almost entirely wanting. Yet at the same time we are sble to fix
with coneiderable accuracy the number of deaths, since & weekly
table was published for many years in the newspapers. A copy is
given in Shattuck's Report, Appendix, p. 71, showing that from
1704 vo 1774 there were 35,678 deat-ha.‘r Add 35 years (1775-
1810), at 500 per annum, 17,500, and at least 10,000 for the 60
years previous to 1700, and the total is 60,000 deaths.

“ Asg to the marriages, in any particular period, the number is
rather less than half the number of births, It seems, therefore,
that from 1680 to 1807 there were undoubtedly some 25,000 to
30,000 marriages. Our volumes contain about 20,000; and this
part of the record is the best of all.

{t Wa are forced to report, therefore, that in mﬁm-d to the records
of the city proper, between the years 1630 and 184%, not more
than 7 per cent. of the births are preserved, ahout the same per-
centage of the deaths, and probably about two-thirds of the mar-
riages. 'We also see that in regard to the births the deficiencics
oceur mainly in the century from 1744 to 1849, and that, owing to
the increase in popnlation, the greatest number of the unrecorded
deaths occurred daring the eighteenth century.

*To any one familiar with the records of the towns in Massa-
chusetts, and aware of the care and completeness with which
records have generally been kept, this veport om our Boston
records will be a disappointment. It is impossible now to learn
when or where the defieiencies in these records were cansed. The
successive town clerks may lave peglected their duties, or the
records may have been destroyed, or a part at least may yet be
recoverable.

* 1t is evidently the duty of the city, now that these deficien-
cies have been pointed out, to take immediate measures to fill the
blanks by all the secondary evidence that can be obtained. Your
committes, therefore, desire to point out the sources from which
much important information can be at once

4 The church records of baptisms, burials and mawiugeos are
numerous and copious, Although their records relate mainly to
church members, with their families, this class during the last two
centuries embraced by far the greater part of our i 8. Prior

* Alsc he showa In thirty rhl'l, 17451774, thiera wers 13,284 baptisms.
4 Boe fablea later in this
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to 1700, at least seven churches were established here, and three
or four times as many have been founded since,

“The custom of infant baptism enables us to obtain the births,
therefore, of & grest number of children, with an accuracy of data
sufficient for all purposes. In fact, it ia to be remembered that in

nothing but baptisms are recorded, and the system of
town records of births, like the system of registering deeds, was
practically employed in New England sa a new plan,

* But inasmuch as the records of the thirty oldeat churches of
the city, arein private hands, and not generally accessible, and as,

[* The I-llwlniullu of Baoston churabes, whish omits b few chorehes dissontinned, may
be of sorvice lo this conmection. It ls copled from & book snsitled * Boston aud its
Vielalty,” published In 1851.]

Twenry Cavrcexs, 1630-1504.

1. First Choreh, founded in 1630. | 11. Fedoral Birest, W In 1727,
3. Booond © % 1850, | 12, Hollis Bireet, 1733
3. Frianda, a0 184, | 13, ‘Nuita " 1754,
& First B - 1685, | 14, Wosk Chuyeh, i 1737,
5. (d Sonth, o 1689, | 15. Beoond Baptist, n 1743,
4. Btone Chapel, il 1688, | 16, First Cnivermlids, = 1785,
T. Bratils Streat, i 1639. | 17. Ch. of the Holy Orcés, ** 5
B. Now North,. # 17TM. | 14, Chapel of dittd, w1788,
8. New Bouth, " 171%. | 18, Firsk Methodist, b 1792,
10, Christ Church, o 17312, { 20. Firat Christina, o 1804,
Livze CacacHEs,
21, Afrioan Baptist, founded in 1805, | 82, Harvard Birest, founded in 1830,
22, Beoond Methodist, " 1808, | 5%, Tremont Bireet, L) 1888,
93, Third Baptist, “ 1807, | 60. Eufolk-stress Chapel, © 1838,
24. Park Btroet, ar. 1809, | 61, Germao Evengslieal, " 1839.
15, Matthew's (K.}, i 1816, | 61, Bowdoln Bquars, i 1840,
28, Betond Universalist, L 1818, | 3. Fifh Methodist, " 1840,
37. New Jernsalom, ] 1818, | &4, Bixth Methodist, o 1840,
38. Afrioan Mothodist, w 1818, | 65, Bixth Uslversallst, o 1840,
20. Hawes Placs, " 1816, | 66. Qerman, L 1840,
80, Eszax Strect, o 1810. | 65, Moaot Vernon, il 18432,
31, Bu iq:uhn- (G, o, 1819, | 68, Becood Adventisi Oh., 1841,
3. Bt. Paul {B.}, r 1820, | 68, Ch. of the Mesiah (B.) * 1843,
35, Balfioch b 182% | 70. Freowill Baptist, " 1843.
54, Paill o 181, | 7L Wlathrop, - 1844,
35, Tvelfm,ﬂmpupﬁoml, " i89s. | 72 Bt Pﬁlﬂ& Ae. Panl (0.), 1844.
36, Bowdoin Sireet, i 1825, | T8, Bt Johw's (C.), “ 1844,
37, Thirtesnth C!ng"l, " 1836, | T4, Adveni (E.), o 12dd.
88. Plita-sirest Chapal, - 1826. | 75 Hely '!'rlnlt;r %ﬂ.), - 1844,
39, Salem Birest, i 1827. | Té. 81 Niaholas i 1844,
0. Pine Streat, - 1837, | V. %nm " 1844,
41, Bowth Con, tiomal, 1827. | 7B, m:r-r.l El Ly 1845,
13, Rowe-street Ep&ht, " 1837, | T4 Ch. ef 'lhb } 1845,
43. Hathel, “ 1838, | &0. Unlon Eaptlst 1845,
d&. Marivers’ Charch L 1828, :;: - isl.'s:
45, B¢, Bia ll.‘-h L 1819, Payson, '
46, Girmas P‘m b o 1879, | #3. Baptist Bethel dr. 1845,
41. Fourth Unim-lh‘h " 1830, | 84, Bouth Uriversalist, i 1845,
45. Bouth Baptix 1] 1831, 85, Beamen's Chapsl, 1. 1845,
49, Third n.ma’m. “ 1834, | 86, Indlans Btroek, 15,
50, Warren-stroet Chapel, 1835, | A7. Bhawmut Chureh, - 1848,
81, Fifth Univarsalist, “ 1835, | 89, Pilgrim Congregational, 1846,
53. Cantral, I 1835, 89, Wealayan Mothodlst, w 1846,
53, St Mary's (C.) “ 1836. | 94 East Boston L 1844,
54. Bt. Patriok's (C.) « 1637, | 9. Bighth Mothodlst, “ 1
B6. Maveriok, a 1837, | 9%, First Presbyterian, i 1846,
B&. Zlan, [ 1838. | B3. Bt Johw's (E.), “ 1848
57, Fourth Methodlst, L 1839




