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Tnr long Indian day bad blazed itself out; =
soft breege stirred the passion-flowers in the trellis-
work ; and the elear tropical moonlight streaming
through leal and tendril made the ends of our
cheroots glow red and dull like expiving gas-jels
subdned by cloetrie light. Tt was after mess, and
we were gitting in the verandah smoking, ‘and
talking shop.

“The best formation for repelling a eonverging
attack,” observed Colonel Bowlong, “is a eross.”

Wherenpon his hearers experienced a sensation
of the happicst anticipation. The Colonel was o
perpetual sourcs of gratification to the regiment ;
whether he discoursed upon war, love, travel, or
the chase, he was never commonplace, he was
seldom  prosy, but, T wust add that when the
exigencics of the narrative appeared to demand
it, he was not serupulously nice in the acenraey of
his details. Yet, in spite of this acknowledged
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