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6 THE ETIOLOGY AND DIAGNOSIE OF

fourth period, from 1876 to the present time, there
have been no extensive epidemics in Europe, and none
in this country except one during the last decade, which
has selected mainly the Northern and Eastern States.
During the past few years there have been a few
thousand cases in New York City alone.

The disease occurs in unusual waves, distributed
irregularly, and with a peculiar commencement and
cessation of activity. It spreads at times by means of
no well-defined channels, breaking out at apparently
disconnected places. There ie no regular curve of
ascent, maximum and decline, and ite behavior is spas-
modic and erratic. Very large geographical sections
do not ever seem to be extensively involved. An
epidemic generally remains somewhat localized, where
it stays for a variable length of time; and then it dis-
appears, or recurs during successive seasons, There
i8 no continuous extension; comparatively few in a
community are attacked.

During the first half year of 1805 I had the oppor-
tunity of seeing 105 consecutive cases at Gouverneur
Hospital in New York City,and have since studied the
notes, records and charts made at the time. In this
paper I shall refer te these cases as the ¥ Gouverneur
series” or the * Grouverneur cpses.”

Reace and Sex: The statement that there seems to
be no special racial disposition to the disease iz borne
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cilman® believes it is exceedingly rare under that age.
Undoubtedly before the discovery of the meningococ-
cus, and the recognition of the facility with which
lumbar punecturea could he made and the diagnostic
value of the fluid, a large number of deaths under one
year have been erroneously attributed to epidemic
cerehro-spinal meningitis. But, on the other hand, its
prevalence under one year appears to be more com-
mon than is generally supposed. Thus, in the figures
collected by Billings already referred to, out of 424
cases reported as epidemic eerebro-spinal meningitis
50 were deducted as not being genuine cases. Of the
remnining 365 apparently true cases, 60 cases, or six-
teen per cent. were under one year. In our own
series nine per cent. were one yesr or younger.

Predisposition and Pmmunity: The question of
predisposition or susceptibility is a very interesting
one. There seems to be practically no racial predis-
position. Concerning personal susceptibility, it is a
well-known fact that comparatively few in a commu-
nity are atiacked during an epidemic; from this it
would seem that personal susceptibility is uncommon,
or, conversely that personal immunity is common.
The fact that few in a community are attacked, how-
ever, does not appear te be an argument in favor of
pereonal immunity, but rather one tending to prove
that, comparatively, the disease is not readily commu-
nicable. It is well-known that several cases may






