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PREFACE.

In acceding to the request of hia friends the
publishers, to edit the excellent manual of Mr,
Pycroft, the American Editor bege leave briefly
to Btate what he has attempted to do, in order
to render it more worthy of the ettantion and
confidence of the reader and students in
general. ' i
Mr. Byereft’s book, on it first appearancs,
proved highly acceptable to those who leve the
literature of our noble language, and the favor-
able estimate that was formed of it by the pub-
lic was evident from the fact that an editicn
was rapidly disposed of. The vivacity of style
of Mr, Pyecroft’s volume, his aterling common-
sense way of treating his subject, his familiar
but pertinent illustrations, and his effective
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appeals and encouragements to his readers to
use their time and labor to good purpose,
showed clearly that he was both an experienced
instructor and a judiciouns guide; and although
the Editor eould not but seé thet a number of
things in the vohune was open to ariticism, and
that the suthor’s judgment, to say the least,
was far from infallible, yet, at the eame time,
he weas persnaded, that hardly any one fond of
reading, or desiroue of improvement, could
take up the yolume withowt becoming inter-
ested in it, and being induced to adopt some of
its valuable practical suggestions, Recently
a second edition has been issued in England,
and several improvements have been made by
the suthor in hit work, This edition is the
basis of what is now presented to the public.

The most marked defect in Mr. Pycrofi's
book, and one which would seriously interfere
with it use in Americs, i& i almost entirely
ignoring our cocuntry, our history, institutions,
authors, &6. To an American this is a matter
of materisl moment, and one which could not
be passed over in silence. It became necessary,
therefore, for the Editor to endeavor to supply
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this deflaiency by various additions and emen-
dations, which should adapt the volume, in &
measure, ot least, to the wants of our oountry-
men, and assist them in the effort to attain
sound and correct knowledge of the history
and position of the United States, and of the
present state and ocondition of literature and
science in our midst. This he has done, as .
well a5 bhe was able, in the intervals of a spare
hour or two from hiz daily avoostions; he has
not serupled in every part of the volume to
nge 2 free hand in meking sach sltarations,
omissions, additions, aud the like, as deemed
needful i bis judgment; and ag it has beem
a labor of love with him, he venturss to
claim that he has ecssentially improved the
work of Mr. Pycroff, for use more especially
in America. He does not pretend that it is
perfect, or that it covers all the ground which
the reader might expect that it should. He
does not imagine that in the lista of books on
gpecial subjects, any thing like follness or com-
pleteness has been attained ; yet, although sen-
sible of the imperfectiona of the volume, he is
clear in the conviction that it will serve a good

: x*
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purpoge in the community of our day, when
the utilitarian tendency is so powerful in all
directions, and the increase of trashy, worthless
literature is so alarming to the philanthropist
and the Christian,

Let then the young men and the young
women of our country, resolve upon reading
- and studying such things as will benafit them
avery way, mentally and morelly. Let them
read good bocks, standsrd books, on history,
natural solence, general literature, religion, &e.;
and be sure they will find their acoount in it,
"in the saving of time, in the strengthening the

intellect, in the cuftivation of the moral perecp-
tions, in the fitting them for usaful and happy
lives, while it shall please God to spare them
to their country and friends, and in epabling
them to prepara for an unending existence of
peace and joy in the world to come.

J. AL
Nzw Yorx, Felruary 824, 1854
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TO THE EEGIZ;ITD ENGLIZH EDITION

L]

Mg Jawe C. divided her in-door bours into three
paris : the housckesping and dinnerordering cares
of life claimad one patt ; geearing two younger sisters
zay their loswons a seocond part; end durlng the third
and most delightful remainder she would lock her
chamber door, and mova oo the marker of Russell's
“Modern Europe” at the rate of never less than
fifteem pagos an hour, and sometinmes more.

Beimg so vexatious a8 to ssk whorein her satisfio.
tion consistad, I was told-—in the thought that she
did ber duty ; that she kept her resolution ; that she
read a8 muck-as her friends; that continually fawer
histories remained to read ; and that she hoped one
day &o oxcel in literature,

A few torturing questions elicited that neither the
labor nor the resolution aforessid had produced any
sensfble incraass, or more than & vAguS but akxious
expectation, of available information or mental im.
provement, A painful suspicion arcse that there

A
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was some truth In the sonoying remark of » certain -
idle companion, that she was * stupefying her brains -

for no good.”

The exposure of an innocent delugion is mera °
cruelty, uoless you replace the shadow by the sub. -
stance ; 8o & list of bocks and plan of operations -
was promised by the next post, Adam Emi_t__i.'
atteropted in a pamphlet what resmlted i his .

“Wealth of Nationa™ after the lebor of thirty years,
My letter graw into & volume, now offered for the
guidanse of youth in each and every department of
literature,

A large edition has heen eireulated, and & demand

for & socond enables me to notice many recent pob--
lications, and to profit by t# suggestions of “ gouila
readers” and eeverer critics. In reply to Tepeated
inguiries how the Author eculd have forgotten such
and enoh works of undoubted authority, he replies,
that no student would thank him for transcribing the
Catalogue of the Bodleian, however much it might
sdd to his reputation for extensive reading, With
out aspiving to direct the firture studies of Mr.
Mascaulsy in Histary, of Dr, Buckland in Geology,
or of the Duke of Wellington in Military Tactics,
he is happy to say, thet very learned men have ex-
pressed their regret that in their early studies they
had not the benefit of such simple guidance as this
volume affords.

JI PI‘
Baxnerirrz, 1360
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